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Section 1 
Introduction 

 
 
1.1 The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) has been commissioned by 

Persimmon Homes West Wales (‘the applicant’) to undertake a Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal (LVA) of emerging proposals for the land south of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff, Llangynwyd 
(hereafter referred to as ‘the site’) to accompany the supporting information as part of a 
strategic allocation submission of the Local Development Plan (LDP) candidate site 
process in Bridgend. The site is 19 hectares (ha) and is described in Section 2 of this 
LVA. Further site details are given in the Strategic Allocation Prospectus Document 
prepared by Geraint John Planning and EDP (edp6743_r001) to accompany the site 
promotion of this candidate site, included at Appendix EDP 1. 
 

1.2 EDP is an independent environmental planning consultancy with offices in Cardiff, 
Cirencester and Cheltenham. The practice provides advice to private and public sector 
clients throughout the UK in the fields of landscape, ecology, archaeology, cultural 
heritage, arboriculture, rights of way and masterplanning. Details of the practice can be 
obtained at our website (www.edp-uk.co.uk). EDP is a Registered Practice of the 
Landscape Institute1 specialising in the assessment of the effects of proposed 
development on the landscape.   
 

1.3 This LVA is part of a suite of documents accompanying the site promotion for the 
proposed development summarised in Section 2 of this LVA.  
 
 
Purpose and Structure of this LVA 
 

1.4 The purpose of this LVA is to identify the baseline conditions of the site and surrounding 
area and to determine those landscape and visual characteristics. It then provides an 
assessment of the landscape and visual effects predicted to arise from development on 
the site with reference to the baseline analysis. 
 

1.5 In undertaking the assessment described in this LVA EDP has: 
 
• Undertaken a thorough data trawl of relevant designations and background 

documents, described in Section 3;  
 
• Assessed the existing (baseline) condition and character of the site and its setting, 

described in Section 4; 
 
• Assessed the existing visual (baseline) context, especially any key views to and from 

the site in Section 5;  
 

 
1 LI Practice Number 1010 
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• Provided a description of the proposed development and the mitigation measures 
embedded into the proposals as a result of the baseline findings in Section 6; 

 
• Assessed the predicted landscape and visual effects in accordance with the 

approach described below in Section 7; and 
 
• Reached overall conclusions in Section 8. 
 
 
Methodology Adopted for the Assessment 
 

1.6 This LVA has been undertaken in accordance with the principles embodied in Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment – Third Edition (LI/IEMA, 2013) (GLVIA3) 
and other best practice guidance insofar as is relevant to non-EIA schemes.  
 

1.7 Familiarisation: EDP’s study has included reviews of aerial photographs, web searches, 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) publications and landscape character assessments. EDP 
has also obtained, where possible, information about relevant landscape and other 
designations such as the Special Landscape Areas (SLA). 
 

1.8 Assessment: EDP has undertaken a comprehensive desktop assessment, including a 
google street view of the character and fabric of the site and its surroundings, using 
google earth views from a number of representative viewpoints. Field assessments were 
undertaken by a qualified landscape architect in January 2021.  

 
1.9 Design Inputs: EDP’s desktop and field assessments have informed a process whereby 

the development proposals have been refined to avoid, minimise or compensate for 
landscape effects.  
 

1.10 Assessment Methodology: Predicted effects on the landscape resource arising from the 
proposed development (as detailed in Section 6 of this LVA) have been determined in 
accordance with the principles embedded within published best practice guidance2 
insofar as the assessment adopts the following well-established, structured approach:  

 
• Likely effects on landscape character and visual amenity are dealt with separately; 

 
• The assessment of likely effects is reached using a structured methodology for 

defining sensitivity, magnitude and significance which is contained as                          
Appendix EDP 2. This framework is combined with professional judgement. 
Professional judgement is an important part of the assessment process; it is neither 
‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that development may result in 
beneficial change as well as landscape harm; and 

 
• As advised in GLVIA3, the appraisal takes into account the effects of any proposed 

mitigation. 

 
2 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edition (Landscape Institute/IEMA, 2013) 
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Study Area 
  
1.11 To establish the baseline and potential limit of material effects, a broad ‘study area’ of 

5km was adopted, based mainly on desk-top study, which allowed the geographical 
scope of the assessment to be defined based on the extent of views to/from the site and 
the site’s environmental planning context; The extent of this detailed study area is 
illustrated on Appendix EDP 3.  
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Section 2 
The Site 

 
 
2.1 Appendix EDP 1 illustrates the location of the site’s boundaries. The site is located to the 

south of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff. Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff is a neighbourhood in Llangynwyd, 
approximately 2km south of Maesteg. The site is outside the administrative boundary of 
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff, within a greenfield setting but adjacent to the existing settlement edge 
and with Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd to the south. This area of countryside is within 
a Special Landscape Area designation. 
 

2.2 The plan in Appendix EDP 3 shows that the site is mostly bordered by development. To 
the east exists a main road, the village of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff to the northern boundary, a 
farmstead to the west and the school to the south. 

 
2.3 Appendix EDP 4 contains the Extended Phase 1 Habitat plan which diagrammatically 

illustrates the habitats within the site. The site can be divided into two areas, north and 
south. The two areas are divided by a mature tree belt. Both areas comprise marshy 
grassland, the northern area being the larger of the two. The two areas are enclosed 
entirely by a native hedgerow and mature trees, with a large block of woodland to the 
south. To the western part of the site there are areas of drier semi-improved grassland.   
 

2.4 Public access runs along the southern border of the site from the north-east to the                 
south-west. The footpath which runs south-west follows an old tramway (or railway) which 
links with a wider network to the south, while the footpath which runs north-west picks up 
a long-distance trail which circumnavigates Wales – the Cistercian Way. In addition to the 
links to the long distant trails there are many other Public Rights of Way (PRoW) which 
radiate out of the area around the site, mostly up into the surrounding hilly landscape. 
 

2.5 A more detailed description of the site’s boundaries to inform the site context is provided 
below: 
 
• To the north, a row of 12 pebbledash bungalows on Heol Tyn-Y-Waun have the direct 

views of the site, albeit filtered by tree cover along this boundary. The views are of a 
well-used stone track and the line of native trees and hedgerow. There are a further 
6 properties to the north and 24 properties to the north-west. These properties have 
gardens that back onto the site, but views are heavily screened by the existing 
vegetation. The housing type within the wider neighbourhood of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff 
includes post-war housing with some modern brick housing mixed in; 
 

• The eastern boundary to the site is the A4063 main road (Bridgend Road) from 
Maesteg to Bridgend. It is a busy road and has a pavement either side, street lamps, 
signage, grass verges in places and road markings. There are some intermittent 
views of the site through the boundary which has a row of mature native trees, old 
and new fencing, and a hedge. The condition of the hedge is variable, half being a 
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well-maintained roadside hedge, while the other half is a stretch of scrubby 
understorey; 
 

• Along the southern boundary is a footpath and a block of woodland which forms a 
thick defensible boundary. The boundary has a deep hollow ditch and in places some 
wet woodland. An array of old cast iron objects from a defunct railway line feature 
along the footpath access which presumably ties in with the old railway/tramway. To 
the south of the footpath and block of woodland exists Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg 
Llangynwyd School; 

 
• To the west is the farmstead of ‘Ty’n-y-waun’. Ty’n-y-waun is an old stone white 

farmhouse with a number of relatively big out-buildings. The buildings are located at 
the end of a stone track. The farmhouse building is a Grade 2 listed and the 
farmstead occupies the entire western boundary. There is a gap of 100m between 
the farm and the school property to the south; and 

 
• The 100m gap between the farm property and the school property is the only part 

where the site interfaces with open countryside. The remaining boundary is all 
settled with housing, the school and its grounds and the A4063 road to the east.  
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Section 3 
Findings of EDP’s Data Trawl 

 
 
3.1 The findings of EDP’s data trawl of relevant environmental and planning designations are 

illustrated on Appendix EDP 3 and summarised in this section.  
 
 

Background Documents 
 
3.2 The following documents are relevant and will be discussed where appropriate later in 

this report:  
 
• Bridgend Local Development Plan 2006-2021 (adopted 2013); 
 
• Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough (2013); and 
 
• Designation of Special Landscape Areas, Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC) 

(2010). 
 
 

Findings of EDP Data Trawl 
 

Landscape-related Designations 
 

3.3 Landscape-related designations and policy considerations within 5km of the site are 
shown on Appendix EDP 3. The following landscape-related policies relevant to the site 
are summarised below; 
 
• National landscape designations – the site does not lie within a nationally 

designated landscape such as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) or 
National Park; and 

 
• Local landscape designations – the site lies within policy ENV3 (7) ‘Western Uplands’ 

SLA. 
 
Western Uplands Special Landscape Area  
 

3.4 The site is within the Policy ENV3 (7) Western Uplands SLA, a local non-statutory 
designation that is designated for its special landscape qualities.  
 

3.5 Policy ENV3 Special Landscape Areas states the following in relation to development 
which is relevant to the site assessed herein: 
 
‘Development in Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) will only be permitted where:  
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• It retains or enhances the character and distinctiveness of the SLA; 
 

• The design of the development reflects the building traditions of the locality in its 
form, materials and details, and/or assimilates itself into the wider landscape; and 

 
• The proposed development is accompanied by a landscape assessment which takes 

into account the impact of the development and sets out proposals to mitigate any 
adverse effect.’ 

 
3.6 Designation of Special Landscape Areas (2010) produced by TACP for BCBC provides a 

specific detailed report in relation to SLA’s which identifies their special landscape 
qualities. The special qualities and features of the Western Uplands SLA are described 
below. The positive qualities of the Western Uplands SLA which are considered relevant 
to the site are underlined by EDP:  

 
• ‘A fairly extensive upland area abutting Neath Port Talbot in the west. It comprises a 

series of north eastern facing slopes, ranging from 120m to 350m AOD, typically 
rough grazing. It has a number of plantations and small woodlands that contribute to 
the overall character and quality of the area reflected in a number of the LANDMAP 
aspect area evaluations – VS473 – Mynydd Baedan (High), LH009 – riparian 
woodland (High) part of Parc Slip (CL019) (High); 
 

• The geography of the landscape is typical of much of the area, showing evidence of 
glaciation – classic u-shaped valley with truncated side valleys. Despite the presence 
of coal measures and other stone quarrying the area retains a largely rural, 
agricultural character. Important historic and cultural associations reflected in 
landscape archaeology including the settlement of Llangynwyd and its hinterland 
largely important, despite proximity of industrial towns it retains a distinct rural form 
and character; and 
 

• The main visual detractors relate to the interface of the SLA with the southern edge 
of Maesteg, Pont Rhyd-y-cyff, Aberkenfig and Cwmfelin.' 

 
 
Heritage Assets  
 

3.7 Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments, Listed buildings and Registered Parks 
Registered Historic Park and Gardens (HPG) are all heritage assets that can contribute to 
the landscape character and perceptual qualities of a landscape.  
 

3.8 Conservation areas (CAs) are a local non-statutory designation covering places of special 
architectural or historic interest There are two CA’s within the detailed study area of 5km; 
Llangynwyd CA to the north-west and Maesteg Town Centre CA to the north, the latter has 
been scoped out of this report due to the amount of intervening built form between the 
CA and the site. 
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3.9 Llangynwyd CA is the nearer of the two, located less than 200m to the north-west of the 
site and broadly covers the Nucleated hill-top village of Llangynwyd, with prominent                
15th century square church tower forming a local landmark, and stone houses with slated 
and thatched roofs. The site cannot be seen from the village of Llangywyd because of the 
topography. There are clear landscape views from the eastern slopes of the                  
Mynydd Ty-talwyn of the jurisdiction of Middle Llangywyd, in this boundary includes the 
conservation village and Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff. 
 

3.10 The heritage effects are not considered in the LVA, heritage assets and their setting are 
purely considered insofar as their contribution to the character and visual amenity of an 
area. As the site is outside of the conservation area, there would be no direct landscape 
effects on the area, nor is there a direct visual connection perceived between the historic 
core of the historic village of Llangywyd due to the reduced visibility because of the 
typography. 
 

3.11 There are a number of Grade 2 listed buildings in the 5km extents. The stone farmhouse 
immediately west is the closest with immediate views. Only a few other listed buildings 
exist within the 5km and the ZTV. These are generally from distant views, including a 
Grade 1 listed church in Bewtts, which is located 3km east of the site.  
 

3.12 The closest Scheduled Monument is located to the west of Llangynwyd, a motte-and-
bailey castle, but because of the typography the views of the site are not clear and open. 
An historic Hillfort exists a bit further on the eastern slope of Mynydd Margam. Within the 
northern slopes of Mynydd Ty-Talwyn. In addition to these monuments there are a 
number of farmsteads scattered around in the landscape. 
 

3.13 The Country Park and listed Historic Park and Garden of Bryngarw is within the 5km 
extents but have no views of the site. 
 

3.14 For a detailed assessment of archaeology and heritage matters, please refer to the 
accompanying Archaeology and Heritage Baseline prepared by EDP also as part of the 
site’s promotion. 
 
 
Public Rights of Way  

 
3.15 Public Rights of Way are illustrated on Ordnance Survey data. Occasionally, the PRoW for 

long distance trails are not always displayed on OS map data. In many instances these 
long distant routes are recognised by online organisations which have mapped the 
information. Using website resources is helpful when understanding where long distance 
trails connect.   
 

3.16 A PRoW crosses the site along the southern edge. The path, which can be accessed from 
the A4063 in the east, runs along the line of an old railway/tramway within a block of 
woodland.  
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3.17 The footpath along the old railway/tramway eventually picks ups the Ridgeway Walk long 
distance trail approximately 2km south of the site. This long-distance path runs along a 
ridgeway and picks up a network of other long-distance ridgeway walks throughout south 
Wales. 
 

3.18 To the north-west of the site, the footpath connects with Station Road in Rhyd-y-Cyff 
(approximately 500m) and picks up the Cistercian Way. The Cistercian Way is a 672-mile 
circular route around the interior of Wales.  
 

3.19 Many of the PRoW’s within the 5km detailed study area radiate from the A4063 
(Bridgend Road) up into the surrounding hill-tops, with many of the paths running directly 
up the slope. The PRoW along the southern edge of the boundary connects both sides 
valleys. Such a connection only exists in two other places from Maesteg (the southern 
edge) to Bridgend (the northern edge).  
 

3.20 Direct landscape effects on the PRoW network will be appraised in Section 5 of this 
report. 
 
 
SINC 
 

3.21 The area sits within the Ty’n-y-Waun Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).  
 

3.22 The site is composed mainly of rush pasture, with an area of woodland which follows the 
route of the former railway/tramway. The woodland is of mixed ages and origins and 
contains a diversity of indicator species with some parts older wet woodland and others 
much younger in origin.  
 

3.23 The area is classified as native woodland, purple moor grass, rush pasture and scrub. 
 
 
Tree Preservation Orders  

 
3.24 EDP are not aware of any Tree Preservation orders (TPO’s) affecting trees in or in close 

proximity to the site. The effects on TPO’d trees are therefore not considered further in 
this report.  
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Section 4 
Existing (Baseline Conditions) Landscape Character 

 
 
4.1 This section provides an assessment of the ‘baseline’ (existing) conditions in respect of 

the character of the site and its landscape context. It summarises any relevant published 
landscape assessments which contribute to a better understanding of the landscape 
context. Such assessments provide a helpful understanding of the landscape context, but 
rarely deliver sufficiently site-specific or up to date information to draw robust conclusions 
about the significance of any change proposed by the development. Accordingly, EDP has 
undertaken its own assessment of the site itself, which is included in this section at 
paragraph 4.22 et seq. 
 
 
National Character Assessment  

 
4.2 At the national level, the character of Wales has been described and classified in the 

National Landscape Character Area (NLCA) profiles published by Natural Resource 
Wales3. The site and its surroundings fall within NLCA 37, ‘South Wales Valleys’. The 
NLCA is summarised as: 
 
‘Many deep, urbanised valleys dissect an extensive upland area. Combined with 
industrial heritage and the distinct identity of its people, the South Wales Valleys provide 
some of Wales’ most widely known and iconic national images. 
 
Extensive ribbon development fills many valley bottoms and lower slopes. Their urban 
and industrial character is juxtaposed with dramatic upland settings with steep hillsides, 
open moors or forests. Networks of railways and roads connect valley settlements. 
Topography constrains passage between valleys, and there are only a limited number of 
high passes between valleys. The noise and business of many valleys contrast with the 
relatively remote and wild qualities of adjacent hill plateaux. 
 
Underlying geology and mineral deposits provided the resources that fuelled a rapid 
spread of industrial development in the C19th. Once rail transport became possible, new 
coal, steel and iron industries created an extensive infrastructure of large buildings, 
furnaces, towers, chimneys, viaducts, spoil heaps and levels. Housing for workers 
resulted in the extensive and iconic rows of terraced houses that run along hillsides. 
Their needs in turn brought chapels, shops, schools and other facilities to create new 
settlements with an urban character. The way of life and harsh environment resulted in 
the image of a tough, rugby playing and radically minded society. But the decline of 
industries in the late C20th resulted in the closure, removal, abandonment or 
redevelopment of many former industrial sites. These changes continue today, as do the 
consequential social changes to the way of life and community identity. The area is now 
seen as part of a wider, increasingly post-industrial, ‘city region’, the largest in Wales. A 

 
3  https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/maps/nlca/?lang=en 
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new iconic image is at times unclear, but heritage-based activities set within a softer, 
greener environment are emerging as part of this. 
 
While greenness is returning to some former industrial landscapes many of the new 
woodlands are coniferous. Waterways are slowly welcoming back fish, and mammals 
such as otters. The importance of wildlife conservation being undertaken hand-in-hand 
with economic regeneration is being recognised as one of the keys to the sustained 
revitalisation of this most iconic Welsh 'bro', in the Heads of the Valleys and Valleys 
Regional Park initiatives.’ 
 

4.3 While NLCA 38 is broadly representative of the site’s landscape context, it is far too 
generic to reliably inform an assessment of the suitability of the proposals in landscape 
terms. Of much greater use are the LANDMAP and local area assessments discussed 
below. 

 
 

LANDMAP 
 
4.4 In order to assess the acceptability of development, in landscape terms at any specific 

location, it is important to understand the landscape and visual amenity circumstances 
against which any decisions are made, based on both published landscape character 
assessments and more site-specific landscape assessment undertaken through field 
studies and site appraisal. 
 

4.5 The landscape character of the site and the surrounding area is defined within the 
LANDMAP resource managed by NRW. LANDMAP is the national information system used 
to undertake an assessment of the landscape character as presented by the LANDMAP 
Geographical Information System. 

 
4.6 LANDMAP data is the key tool recommended for use in decision-making in relation to 

landscape character. Planning Policy Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2018) Section 
6.3.19 states:  

 
‘LANDMAP is an important information resource, methodology, and monitoring baseline 
for the landscapes of Wales, which can help inform planning for the sustainable 
management of natural resources in an area. LANDMAP describes and evaluates the 
physical, ecological, visual, cultural and historic aspects of the landscapes of Wales, and 
provides the basis of a consistent, quality assured national approach to landscape 
assessment. LANDMAP assessments can help to inform green infrastructure 
assessments, SPG on landscape, development management decisions, landscape 
character assessment, special landscape areas (SLAs), local distinctiveness, design, and 
landscape sensitivity studies’. 

 
4.7 LANDMAP is a GIS-based landscape resource where landscape characteristics, qualities 

and influences on the landscape are recorded and evaluated into a nationally consistent 
data set. Data is defined by five layers or themes, the Geological Landscape, Landscape 
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Habitats, Visual and Sensory, Historic Landscape and Cultural Landscape, forming the 
key landscape guidance for Wales. 
 

4.8 LANDMAP is a whole landscape approach that covers all landscapes, designated and 
non-designated. It identifies key landscape characteristics and qualities that can be used 
to aid planning policy and decisions. The accompanying guidance states that it is the use 
of all five layers of information that promotes sustainable landscape decision-making, 
giving all five layers equal consideration.  

 
4.9 The site is contained within 5no. LANDMAP ‘aspect areas’, as summarised in                    

Table EDP 4.1. Each LANDMAP theme/layer is described, assessed and assigned one of 
four overall grades of value: low, moderate, high or outstanding. Summary LANDMAP 
descriptions are provided on the NRW website. 

 
Table EDP 4.1: LANDMAP Aspect Areas covering the site. 
Aspect Area Unique Area ID Area Name / Classification Evaluation 

Geological 
Landscape 

CYNONGL039 Llynfi valley/Mountain and 
upland valley 

Moderate 

Landscape 
Habitat 

CYNONLH010 
  

Dry (Relatively) Terrestrial 
Habitats 

Moderate 
 

Visual & Sensory 
 

CYNONVS473 Mynydd baedan/Level 1: 
Upland 

High 

Historic 
Landscape 

CYNONHL242 H02 Maesteg/Built 
environment 

Outstanding 

Cultural 
Landscape 

CYNONCLS058 
 
 

Mynydd Baedan. Upland Character - Moderate  
 
Sense of place/local 
distinctiveness - 
Moderate  

 
4.10 The Historic Landscape aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘Outstanding’, which 

is the highest evaluation given by LANDMAP. The justification for the H02 Maesteg/Built 
environment evaluation is that ‘i Lower part of glacial valley with widespread Coal 
Measures Group geology. An important industrial communications/settlement corridor 
with some outstanding relict industrial buildings of national importance (e.g. Llynfi 
Ironworks; Tondu Ironworks) and a collection of impressive late 19th-early 20th century 
civic buildings at Maesteg (including the Town Hall, Council Office and several chapels)’. 
 

4.11 The Geological aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘Moderate’. The justification 
for the Bridgend Plain evaluation is that it is an ‘Lower part of glacial valley with 
widespread Coal Measures Group geology. The condition of the aspect area is evaluated 
in LANDMAP as Good as ‘Dominantly rural area with some development adjacent to river 
floodplain and on lower part of valley sides’. 
 

4.12 The Cultural Landscape aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘Moderate’ for 
Character and moderate for Sense of place/local distinctiveness. It is unclear on the 
overall evaluation. 
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4.13 The Landscape Habitat aspect area covering the site is classified as ‘Dry (Relatively) 
Terrestrial Habitats/Mosaic’ and is evaluated as ‘moderate.  

 
4.14 The most pertinent to this appraisal is the Visual and Sensory aspect layer which is 

evaluated as ‘High’. The justification for the Upland is that is a ‘relatively intact upland 
agricultural landscape with fine views. 
 
 
Published Landscape Character 
 

4.15 A review of the Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough (LCABCB) 
(2013) shows that the site within the eastern fringes of the ‘Llangynwyd Rolling Uplands 
and Forest’ (LCA 1). 

  
4.16 Key landscape characteristics of the Llangynwyd Rolling Uplands and Forestry ‘are 

detailed as follows with the most relevant characteristics to the site underlined by EDP: 
 

‘Topography, geology and drainage 
 
• Strongly undulating upland landscape with a series of north-east facing slopes and 

hill summits ranging from 120 to 365 metres AOD. 
 

• Distinctive topography influenced by the heavily dissected Upper Coal Measures 
plateau greatly modified by the effects of glaciation. 

 
• Landscape crossed by a number of fast-flowing springs and streams, flowing into the 

Llynfi Valley below. 
 
Woodland cover 
 
• Dense coniferous forestry plantations on some slopes and hill summits (e.g. Garn 

Wen and Waun Lluest-wen) with linear broadleaved woodlands found along valley 
sides; and 
 

• Dark, straight plantation edges providing a stark contrast to the adjacent muted 
grasslands on rounded slopes. 

 
Agricultural land use and field patterns 
 
• Pastoral landscape with significant tracts of rough sheep and pony grazing on higher 

ground (particularly in the north); 
 

• A strong pattern of irregular fields enclosed by hedgerows, tree belts and stone 
walls; 
 

• Elevated land around Mynydd Ty-talwyn including large, regular semi-improved 
pastures divided by fencing. 
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Semi-natural habitats 
 
• Valued habitats including heathland, blanket bog, acid grassland, fen and marsh 

(with significant areas defined as SINCs); 
 

• Broadleaved semi-natural woodland on slopes and valleys, and nationally important 
marshy grassland (supporting marsh fritillaries) at Cwm Risca Meadow SSSI; and 
 

• Patches of bracken, gorse and rush pasture found throughout. 
 
Archaeology and cultural heritage 
 
• Land west of Llangynwyd within the Margam Mountain Landscape of Special Historic 

Interest, with scheduled archaeological features including Y Bwlwarcau hillfort and 
the medieval Llangynwyd Castle; and 
 

• Cluster of nationally important medieval house platforms and settlement remains 
around Mynydd Ty Talwyn. 

 
Settlement and road pattern 
 
• Nucleated hill-top village of Llangynwyd (a Conservation Area), with prominent 15th 

century square church tower forming a local landmark; 
 
• Farmsteads and small groups of dwellings thinly dispersed elsewhere; and 
 
• A small number of minor roads, tracks and footpaths cross through the landscape. 

The Ogwr Ridgeway Walk passes through the southern part of the LCA, and areas of 
higher round are open access land. 

 
Views and perceptual qualities 
 
• A strongly rural and tranquil landscape despite the close proximity of nearby 

development at Maesteg; 
 

• Tranquil qualities eroded by the presence of pylon lines, telecommunications masts 
and urban fringe land uses close to Maesteg, including a golf course; 
 

• Southern ridgelines affording panoramic views across the County Borough, including 
wind farm developments on distant skylines; and 
 

• Intervisibility with Maesteg a strong feature of the northern half of the LCA’. 
 

4.17 The site sits on the edge of LCA 1, the Llangynwyd Rolling Uplands and Forest abutted up 
against the southern fringes of the built environment of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff and touches the 
western edge of edge of LCA 2, the Llynfi Valley Floor and Lower Slopes. 
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4.18 In addition to the definitions in LANDMAP, the Western Uplands SLA and the SINC, the 
host character area could be described as being the local part of the Lynfni Valley. A 
description for this character area, prepared by EDP, can be set out as follows: 
 
• ‘A valley which runs either side of the River Llynfi and the a4063 (Bridgend Road). 

The river and the surrounding slopes of this valley runs from north to south, starting 
in Measteg until is joins the river Ogmore River in Aberkenfig; 
 

• Development within the valley sprawls along the main Bridgend Road along the 
valley floor. The development is typical of the Welsh Valley characteristics, but there 
are large green stretches which make the sprawling development much less intense 
than the development in the valleys to the east; and 
 

• The slopes either side of the valley are generally of rural characteristics typical of the 
Valleys countryside with interspersed settlements at a variety of scales from small 
villages such as Llangynwyd though to larger settlements such as Pont-Rhyd-Cyff, 
and the town of Maesteg’. 
 

4.19 In context to the SLA designation, the ecological features identified by the SINC, the high 
visual & sensory evaluation and the outstanding historic evaluation the area has high 
sensitivity. However, it should be acknowledged that most of the site’s immediate 
surroundings are already urbanised and/or settled which is typical of the development 
form along the valley bottom in this area. In addition, the site has particularly well 
established vegetation at its boundaries which screen and filter many of the possible 
views inwards. As such, the surrounding context is considered to have low sensitivity to 
the site’s development. 
 

4.20 Overall, balancing all the varying issues, the sensitivity of the host character area is 
considered medium. 
 

4.21 In addition to the published landscape character described above, and EDP’s 
commentary on the character of the host landscape, the site character has been 
assessed during a site visit to provide a suitably detailed description of the site, provided 
below. 
 
EDP On site Landscape Character Assessment 
 

4.22 While the above published assessments provide a helpful contextual appreciation of the 
wider landscape, none provide a sufficiently site-specific assessment to allow a reliable 
assessment to be made of the effects of the proposed development on the landscape. 
Published assessments tend to miss more localised influence on the landscape such as 
the effect of the site itself and its immediate surrounding which EDP has undertaken and 
is described below. 
 

4.23 A review of aerial photography and mapping has been supplemented by a field 
assessment undertaken in January 2021. 
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4.24 Recognising that ‘landscape’ is a multi-dimensional concept embracing ‘what we see’, its 
time-depth and physical attributes, this LVA reviews and assesses potential change to 
landscape character in terms of the physical landscape, the site’s visual and sensory 
character, landscape fabric and habitats, historic landscape character and cultural 
connections. 
 

4.25 Appendix EDP 3 illustrates the topographical relief of the site and wider area. The site is 
lower than the built landscape to the north and is no higher than the road to the east. A 
small, localised ridge rises in the north and west. To the south exists a block of woodland 
and footpath along an artificially created old railway/tramway. The land is lower than its 
immediate surrounding and sits within a dipping landscape.  

 
4.26 Without the surrounding built mad-made landform, the site falls steadily from the               

north-west at 130m above Ordnance Datum (aOD), to 110m aOD in the south-east of the 
site. The land then rises again by 10m to the south-eastern edge near Gelli Siriol Farm. In 
its natural state the land would presumably have been a natural spring fed marshy 
grassland/woodland which slowly fed into the River Llynfi to the east, pushed in this 
direction because of the localised ridge to the north and west and the raised land to the 
south.  

 
4.27 The existing streams on site are straight and look artificially man-made to aid the 

drainage of the agricultural parcel. Approximately six streams have been created to assist 
with the drainage. Five to the north and one to the south. These streams feed into a 
central stream which runs from the west to east. The central stream then trickles into the 
wider drainage network to the east. In addition to the stream there are a handful of pools 
and ponds of variable sizes dotted around the site. 

 
4.28 The site can be perceived as being in two distinct parcels. There is a larger parcel in the 

north, and a smaller parcel in the south. These two areas are separated by a band of 
mature trees, hedgerow, and scrub. The two parcels have slightly different characters:  
 
• The larger northern parcel is more in keeping with the wider South Wales Valley urban 

characteristics. For example, there are glimpses of the post war houses to the north, 
three wire telegraph lines intersect through the middle, and the site is noisier 
because of the adjacent A-road. These characteristics make the northern parcel more 
heavily influenced by settlement than the south; 
 

• The southern parcel in contrast, has a more rural feel because of the proximity to the 
farmhouse, less noise from the traffic, and views through the boundary of the wider 
south-western landscape (the SLC); and 
 

• The overall site character for both is of a wet, boggy, and marshy space, tucked away 
and enclosed within the local landscape but with an urbanising influence from the 
adjacent settlement which is stronger in the north.  
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4.29 From within the site there are views through the mature trees of steep sloping hills. There 
are signs of livestock or agricultural activity, but the alignment of the fields suggest that 
these parcels of grass were once small grazing paddocks.  
 

4.30 As described in paragraph 2.5 in Section 1 the surroundings to the site have been 
developed to varying degrees. The settlement to the north, the A-Road (the A4063) to the 
east and the school and farmstead to the west and south surround the site.  

 
4.31 The site is fenced by a mix of old and new fencing. The surrounding thick vegetation and 

fencing makes the site inaccessible and there is little sign of usage inside the two fields. 
The space is occupied with pockets of thick overgrowth with brambles, fallen trees, self-
seeded willow, and ancient woodland. The site has a rugged wet and boggy appearance. 
These characteristics makes the area feel untidy, slightly forgotten, let go and out of 
place with the surrounding space and character. The site is therefore out of context to the 
immediate managed surroundings. 

 
4.32 With reference to the above components of the site’s landscape character, the site is 

considered to be of medium sensitivity as, in general, there are many landscape features 
on site are in good condition, there are few detracting manmade features within the site 
itself and the site is covered by a county level landscape designation. However, the 
influence of adjacent development does lower the sensitivity especially to the northern 
part of the site. 
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Section 5 
Existing (Baseline Conditions): Visual Amenity 

 
 
Introduction 
 

5.1 Visual amenity is about the interrelationship between people’s perceived experience 
within the landscape such as the perceived pleasantness derived from an aesthetically 
pleasing view. Visual effect relates more specifically to the type, number and distribution 
of available views which may be experienced by a given visual receptor (e.g. PRoW user).  
An analysis of visual amenity allows conclusions to be reached about where visual effects 
may be experienced from, by whom; and to what degree those views would be changed 
by the proposed development.  
 

5.2 This section identifies potential views to the site; changes to views brought by the 
proposed development are analysed in Section 6. An analysis of existing views and the 
‘visual receptors’ likely to experience visual change is conducted in three steps described 
in turn below. 
 
Step One: Defining Zones of Theoretical and Primary Visibility 
 

5.3 The starting point for an assessment of visual amenity is a computer-generated Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV). The ZTV is derived using digital landform height data only and 
therefore it does not account for the screening effects of intervening buildings, structures 
or vegetation, but it does give a prediction of the areas which, theoretically, may be able 
to experience visual change. 
 

5.4 Findings: Appendix EDP 4 illustrates the broad ZTV which is simply based on digital 
terrain modelling (bare earth only).  
 

5.5 The ZTV is then refined by more research to form the Zone of Primary Visibility (ZPV), 
where the site can actually be seen from. In this instance, a field assessment was 
undertaken by a chartered landscape architect in April and Plan EDP 5 shows the refined 
viewpoint selection within the ZPV.  
 

5.6 Beyond the ZPV lies a zone of visibility which is less open, being either partly-screened or 
filtered. Views from within this zone would include the proposal; it may not be 
immediately noticeable, but once recognised would be a perceptible addition to the view.  
 
Step Two: Defining Receptor Groups  
 

5.7 Within the ZPV and wider area, the people (‘receptors’) likely to experience visual change 
can be considered as falling into a number of discernible groups which are detailed 
below: 
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• Users of Public Rights of Way;  
 

• Road users; 
 

• Residential Dwellings/Groups; and 
 

• The users of the School 
 

 
Visual Baseline 

 
5.8 The general visual baseline of the site – that is the distribution and availability of both 

internal and external intervisibility – is heavily influenced by topography, existing tree 
cover or other landscape features and existing settlement both within the site and in the 
immediate locality. 
 

5.9 Hedgerow and a mature tree row filter and screen close range views within the detailed 
study area from all directions. The adjacent existing housing estate and the trees along 
the northern boundary, plus the line of mature trees along the A-road prevent many of the 
views from the north and east and heavily filter those views which remain. The school and 
the block of woodland prevent views from the southern edge.  
 

5.10 Local ridgelines at the north-west of the site in the close to middle distance limit views 
from the north-west and east. 
 

5.11 The existing ribbon development along the A4063 limit views from medium distance. 
Some views are available from the PRoW which climb the hill tops to the east and south.  
 
 
PRoW Receptors 
 

5.12 Desktop research shows that the PRoW network in the detailed study area is relatively 
intermittent, though there are connections to wider routes via the footpath to the south. 
Potential views are however generally curtailed by landform and or the screening effect of 
built form and vegetation. PRoW located on land that is at a higher elevation to the site 
are more likely to have potential for views. 
 

5.13 The clearest views from the surrounding PRoW network exist on the footpath which climb 
the northern facing slopes of the Mynydd Ty Talwyn (hilltop to the south of the site) and 
western facing slopes of the Moel Cynhordy (hilltop to the north-east of the site).  
 

5.14 The views of the site from PRoWs on the Myndd pw-yr-Lwrch (to the north of the site) and 
the Western Uplands (to the west of the site) have less frequent views.  
 

5.15 Worst case views from the PRoW will be represented in the viewpoint selection and the 
visual appraisal that follows.  
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Roads Network 
 
5.16 The site is bordered by the A4063 to the east, a cul de sac in the settlement of                        

Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff to the north, and a farm track which leads to the farmstead of                       
Ty’n-y-waun to the west.  
 

5.17 The A4063 is heavily enclosed with a hedgerow a belt of mature trees. There are 
glimpses into the site during winter.  
 

5.18 Views from the roads which are likely to experience the most change will be discussed in 
the visual appraisal in Section 6. 

 
 

Residential Receptors 
 

5.19 Residential receptors are generally considered to have high sensitivity though their right 
to a particular type or quality of view are not protected in planning policy. There is a 
relatively small group of residential receptors which would experience change as a result 
of the proposals. Those likely to experience the most change are a row of bungalows on 
Heol Tyn-Y-Wau immediately north. 
 
Group A – Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff, the settlement the north  
 

5.20 The existing properties on Heol Tyn-Y-Wau overlooks the north site boundary. A line of 
mature trees and a hedge prevents clear views into the site and only glimpses into the 
site are available during winter. The remaining properties adjacent to the northern 
boundary consist of gardens which back onto the site. The remaining properties in                  
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff have no views. Overall, given the intervening vegetation and the 
influence of the existing settlement here, the sensitivity is considered to be low. 
 
Group B – Ty'n-y-waun, farmhouse and barns  
 

5.21 The Farmhouse in Ty’n-y-waun to the west have close and direct views of the site. The 
views are obstructed by the line of mature trees and blocks of native hedgerow which 
runs along the western border of the site. The property exists off the southern edge of 
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff with vegetation separating the property from the wider settled 
landscape. The property lies within the setting of the wider moorland, and because of the 
surrounding vegetation, it is isolated from urban development. The sensitivity is high. 
 
Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg – Users of the school 
 

5.22 The Ysgol Gyfun school in the southern boundary have no direct views because of a block 
of woodland which divides the school from the site. The sensitivity is low. 
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Step Three: Defining Representative Viewpoints 
 

5.23 Within the ZPV, there are clearly many individual points at which views towards the site 
are gained. EDP has selected several viewpoints which are considered representative of 
the nature of the views from each of the receptor groups. The selection of representative 
viewpoints is based on the principle that the assessment needs to test the ‘worst case’ 
scenario, EDP has sought to include: 
 
• A range of viewpoints from all points of the compass; 

 
• A range of viewpoints from within the site (PRoW) as well as on the site boundary, to 

more distant viewpoints as appropriate following refinement of ZTV modelling and on 
site observations; and 

 
• Viewpoints from all the above receptor groups.  
 

5.24 10no. photoviewpoints (PVPs) have been selected. Viewpoint locations are illustrated on 
Appendix EDP 3 and a summary is provided within Table EDP 5.1. Photosheets from the 
selected viewpoints are contained in Appendix EDP 5.  
 
Table EDP 5.1: Summary of Representative Photoviewpoints: 

PVP. 
No. 

Location Grid  
Reference 

Distance and 
Direction of 
View 

Reason(s) for Selection 
and Sensitivity of 
Receptor 

1 A4063 east of the site 
(Bridgend Road) 

51.585090, 
-3.633889 

c. 10m west.  • Road users 
 

2 A4063 north-east of the site 
(in Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff) 

51.585790, 
-3.634109 

c. 54m south • Road users 

3 North -east of Pont Rhyd-Y-
Cyff on the slopes of Moel 
Cynghorion, near 
Cwmduisaf 

51.592611, 
-3.623726 

c. 1.8km 
south-west. 

• PRoW  
• Nr Cistercian Way  

4 East of Pont Rhyd-y-Cyff on 
the slope of Moel 
Cynghorion  

51.585868, 
-3.611549 

c. 1.6km 
west. 

• PRoW  
• Cistercian Way  

5 South of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff on 
the slopes of Mynydd ty-
talwyn 

51.569289, 
-3.650720 

c. 1.8km 
south-west 

• PRoW  
• Nr Scheduled                                                                         

Monument 
• SLC 

6 North of Maesteg 
 

51.611281, 
-3.641423 

c. 4km south • PRoW 
• Cistercian Way LDWA 

7 North-east of Pont Rhyd-y-
Cyff on the slopes Mynydd 
pwll yr lwrch  

51.613049, 
-3.618977 

c. 3.3km 
south 

• PRoW  
• Cistercian Way LDWA  
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PVP. 
No. 

Location Grid  
Reference 

Distance and 
Direction of 
View 

Reason(s) for Selection 
and Sensitivity of 
Receptor 

8 Old fort near in the Western 
uplands 

51.581709, 
-3.676029 

c. 2.7km east • PRoW  
• Cistercian Way LDWA  
• SLC and;  
• Landscape Of Historic 

Interest and; 
• Nr. Scheduled 

Monument 
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Section 6 
The Proposed Development and Mitigation  

 
 

6.1 Having defined the baseline conditions in the previous two sections, this report now 
reviews the promotional site and (in the next section) undertakes an assessment of the 
likely effects in landscape terms of its development for residential purposes.  
 
 
The Promotional Site 

  
6.2 The masterplan framework for the site is contained at Appendix EDP 1. To summarise, 

masterplan framework comprises up to c.130 residential properties set within a Green 
Infrastructure (GI) framework. It is anticipated that this will comprise ‘typical’ two storey 
development delivered at varying densities with occasional taller apartment units at key 
focal points to allow for the provision of smaller one and two bedroom apartments. The 
layout, driven by GI and Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) principles, will assist in 
creating a strong sense of place. This can be augmented with a strong Landscape 
Strategy, a concept for which is set out in more detail below. 
 
 
Overall Landscape Strategy and Mitigation  

  
6.3 The landscape and visual sensitivities of the site have influenced the masterplanning 

process through an iterative process. Thus, the scheme proposals incorporate a degree of 
integrated (or embedded) mitigation designed by EDP to avoid or reduce potential 
landscape and visual effects.  
 

6.4 The primary mitigation is provided through incorporating a Green Infrastructure Strategy 
that creates a well connected network of green space through the site. The green 
infrastructure will aim: to retain and enhance existing vegetation; provide an amenity 
space; create a network of footpath links to existing community facilities; and implement 
habitat enhancements, in the form of native hedges, wildflower meadows, planting and 
improved management.  
 

6.5 In terms of other ecological mitigation proposed, the portion of land to the south-east 
corner within the site would be treated as a biodiversity area to compensate for the loss 
of habitat. As evidenced on the Green Infrastructure, Blue Infrastructure and Masterplan, 
retained habitat would be darkened to allow any bat migration/foraging to take place. The 
site would also be furnished with bat boxes, and dormouse boxes. 
 

6.6 In terms of character, two character areas have been identified, one larger parcel towards 
the north and one smaller area to the south . Each area has been designed in acordance 
to it immediate surroundings. The northern area is proposed to be more built up and 
urban, while the southern area is proposed to be spread out with more rural 
characteristics.  
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6.7 The overall principles of the landscape strategy are to create a new settlement edge to 
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff which can be viewed from the surrounding landscape. The settlement 
edge would redefine a new gateway to Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff. Considered architectural 
treatment of dwellings set back from the A-road and tree and hedge infilling planting will 
help create a sensitive edge of settlement development. Landscape buffers and 
structural planting will soften the appearance of the built form over time to form a soft 
and sympathetic interface between Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff and the countryside to the south, 
east and west. 

 
6.8 These embedded mitigation measures have enabled a landscape-led promotional site to 

emerge thus far. In addition to these mitigation measures, that are inherent in the land 
choice and within the proposals as shown on the masterplan, the proposals would 
provide significant benefits for the local community including the provision of housing to 
meet the needs of Bridgend County Borough, formal and informal public open space 
(POS), with new areas of attractive, accessible, linked POS across the site, which would 
be enhanced by SuDS features. The detailed design of these areas would be crucial to 
maximising their value for informal recreation, visual and wildlife amenity as well as 
meeting the ecological needs of the site. 
 

6.9 Further to the above mitigation, EDP consider there to be a further opportunity at this site 
to do something more creative, innovative and enhance the ultimate sense of place for 
the proposed development, recognising and celebrating its current semi-natural state 
through integration of GI features within the development. Of course, at this early stage, 
such considerations are conceptual only and further design development should be 
undertaken during any later detailed design stages to ensure the GI enhancement is 
appropriate and sustainable (in both environmental and financial terms). 
 

6.10 The name Pont Ryhd-Y-Cyff appears to reference a bridge over a ford and the scheme 
proposals incorporate a number of natural and man-modified water courses which will be 
integrated into the SuD with further swales and attenuation features. This creates a 
potential opportunity for small informal pedestrian bridges to feature heavily within the 
site landscape and add interest and excitement to the public realm. 
 

6.11 Furthermore, the stream to the south is already bordered by willow dominated wet 
woodland and it is suggested that this habitat type could be extended into the site and 
used creatively. New coppice planting could be installed in the lower lying wetter parts of 
the GI network and will assist in attenuating on site flows. Willow could also be used 
creatively across the scheme through the use of living willow screens and ‘fedges’ as well 
as living willow natural play features scattered through the open spaces, complemented 
with further natural play features such as logs, boulders and landform. 

 
6.12 Sections of decking/board walk along and around the lower parts of the GI network could 

allow the public to safely engage with the natural heritage of the site and appreciate the 
habitats and wildlife therein. Local community groups could be engaged to manage the 
willow coppice on site, allowing for further creative use of the biomass produced. 
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6.13 The assessment of potential landscape and visual effects set out in the next section 
presumes that development comes forward in the nature described above, including the 
potential provision of Green Infrastructure of the type described. 
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Section 7 
Appraisal of Potential Landscape and Visual Effects 

 
 
Introduction 
 

7.1 In this section, the potential effects on landscape character and visual amenity are 
summarised. The appraisal uses the thresholds for magnitude, sensitivity and 
significance defined at Appendix EDP 2 as a guide, but moderated where appropriate 
with professional judgement. Professional judgement is an important part of the 
assessment process; it is neither ‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that 
development may result in beneficial change as well as landscape harm. The assessment 
also takes account of the likely effectiveness of any proposed mitigation once fully 
matured. 
 
 
Predicted Effects on the Character of the Site  
 

7.2 The proposed development would, inevitably, change the character of the site itself from 
that of a greenfield site to being part of the built form itself and forming a new settlement 
edge to the village in this location. Despite this wholesale change of land use, preliminary 
proposals suggest the retention of a commendable amount of the existing landscape 
fabric of the site within the layout. Enhancement of retained features is proposed 
throughout (described in previous section) providing buffers to existing landscape 
features which would be managed. This approach would ensure the health and longevity 
of landscape features and provide protection and enhancement to features such as 
hedgerows, hedgerow trees, tree belts and woodland through the incorporation of 
landscape buffers. The majority of key landscape features are proposed to be retained 
and enhanced in the masterplan framework appraised. 
 

7.3 There would be adverse landscape effects due to the loss of the open agricultural land as 
well as beneficial effects from the habitat creation and futureproofing the health of the 
retained landscape assets on the site itself. The aesthetics of the built form and the 
landscape strategy, which softens the appearance of the proposed development, would 
create a sympathetic transition from the existing settlement edge to the wider moorland 
landscape, a site that is defined by physical boundaries on all sides. It should be noted 
that, at present, the existing development edge is relatively unmitigated, with rear 
gardens and elevations open to views from the wider countryside. 
 

7.4 Overall, it is anticipated that development, in keeping with the masterplan framework and 
mitigation measures, would result in a minor level of effect upon the landscape character 
of the immediate site context. There would, of course, be a major effect on the site itself, 
but this would be expected on any green field site and does not, in itself, set this site 
apart. Critically, EDP have not identified any reason why the current character of the site 
is of such quality/importance/sensitivity to warrant its absolute protection from 
development. 
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Predicted Effects on the Published Landscape Character Area 
 
LCA 

 
7.5 The site is falls within LCA 1 and the Llangynwyd Rolling Uplands and Forest SLA. 

Descriptions of the LCA which have been identified in Section 5 which apply to the site 
are as follows: 
 
• Strong pattern of irregular fields enclosed by hedgerows, tree belts; 
 
• Regular semi-improved pastures divided by fencing; 
 
• Valued habitats including fen and marsh (with significant areas defined as SINCs); 
 
• A small number of minor roads, tracks and footpaths cross through the landscape; 
 
• A strongly rural and tranquil landscape despite the close proximity of nearby 

development at Maesteg; and 
 
• Tranquil qualities eroded by the presence of pylon lines, telecommunications masts 

and urban fringe land uses close to Maesteg. 
 

7.6 A key characteristic which is at risk of being lost within the above description is the fen 
and marsh habitat, areas of which would be lost to development. However, proposed 
environmental enhancements seek to protect some areas of such habitat and this can be 
augmented through the provision of new wetland habitats such as ponds, swales, 
streams and willow coppice.  

 
7.7 The surrounding belt of mature trees, the localised ridge and the topography of the site 

will not only prevent any views from the nearby Llangynwyd Conservation Area, the 
landscape will also isolate the development geographically. This applies to many of the 
schedule monuments which are within the wider landscape. The Grade 2 listed building 
immediately to the east is the only heritage asset at risk of being affected from the 
development. 

 
7.8 In terms of settlement character, the development will likely have rural and natural 

characteristics embedded into the scheme andthe proposed Green Infrastructure 
network will assist in providing a sensitive transition from the adjacent settled 
environment into the surrounding rural landscape. 

 
7.9 The majority of the LCA would not experience direct or indirect landscape effects as a 

result of the proposals. The effects on this host character area are anticipated to be no 
more than minor. 
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SLA 
 

7.10 SLA’s are designated at district level for landscape protection and they are generally 
regarded as high sensitivity landscape receptors. As set out in Section 2, SLA’s are 
protected by policy which requires that, for development to be permitted, it ‘retains or 
enhances the character and distinctiveness of the SLA; The design of the development 
reflects the building traditions of the locality in its form, materials and details, and/or 
assimilates itself into the wider landscape; and the proposed development is 
accompanied by a landscape assessment which takes into account the impact of the 
development and sets out proposals to mitigate any adverse effect’. Any future 
development proposal for the site will be accompanied by a suitably robust landscape 
assessment and proposals should continue to include inherent imbedded mitigation plus 
enhancement through an overarching GI strategy and detailed landscape proposals. 

 
7.11 With regard to the design of the development, this will be detailed at later planning 

application stages but there is no reason to consider that this couldn’t reflect ‘the 
building traditions of the locality in its form, materials and details, and/or assimilates 
itself into the wider landscape’. 

 
7.12 With regard to the protection and enhancement of the character and distinctiveness of 

the SLA, the Western Uplands Landscape Area SLA comprises a large area within which 
the site makes up a very small part. As detailed in Section 4, the site possesses few of 
the key characteristics associated with the SLA.  

 
7.13 The most apparent key characteristics of the SLA in this location are: 
  

• It has a number of plantations and small woodlands that contribute to the overall 
character and quality of the area; 

 
• Area retains a largely rural, agricultural character; and 
 
• The main visual detractors relate to the interface of the SLA with the southern edge 

of Maesteg, Pont Rhyd-y-cyff, Aberkenfig and Cwmfelin.’ 
 

7.14 The existing site is currently surrounded by development. The row of pebble dashed 
bungalows along the cul de sac to the north of the site currently provides an abrupt end 
to the village of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff and, as a result, this greenfield site is a logical next step 
for further, well designed housing. The proposed GI mitigation will enhance the onsite 
woodland corridor and provide additional new habitats which will create an ecological 
transition from the built form to the surrounding rural character. These improvements 
would provide a positive interface between the SLA and the southern edge of                          
Pont Rhyd-y-Cyff.  
 

7.15 Effects upon the SLA as a whole are likely to be no more than minor, given the limited 
extent of key characteristics relevant to the site itself as well as the limited intervisibility 
with the site compared to the overall scale of the designation. There will be a distinct 
change to the character of the site itself but, given the surrounding context, and subject 
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to good design, there is no reason why such change couldn’t have a positive effect on the 
immediate landscape character of the SLA through presenting a more sensitive edge to 
the settlement in this location. 
 
Predicted Effects on Visual Amenity 

 
7.16 Section 5 established the visual baseline and identified visual receptors are likely to 

experience the most change as a result of the emerging scheme. Receptor groups are set 
out below: 

 
• PRoW Users; 

 
• Road users;  
 
• Residential receptors. 
 

7.17 Photoviewpoints EDP 1 to 8 included at Appendix EDP 5 provide a range of 
‘representative views’ chosen to demonstrate the range and extent of views available of 
the site which visual receptors may experience. Conclusions in respect of likely visual 
effects are set out below are informed based on the site work undertaken by EDP, as 
experienced in the field, and are not a review of the static images which the 
photoviewpoints offer.  

 
Rights of Way Users 
 

7.18 In consideration of receptors on the PRoW network (represented by                        
Photoviewpoints EDP 3 - 8), northern facing slopes to the south (Photoviewpoint EDP 4) 
and the western facing slopes to the east (Photoviewpoint EDP 3) will notice the most 
change as a result of the proposals. The views from remaining surrounding slopes would 
be affected less.  

  
7.19 Photoviewpoint EDP 4 represents views from the PRoWs on the east facing slopes of the 

Moel Cynghorion. The hill has open views over the majority of the site. The views of the 
site are dominated by the tree cover. The site is flanked by the built urban environment of 
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff to the left, and a school to the right. The dense tree cover in the site 
prevents the space appearing like a ‘green gap’ and more as an area of woodland within 
an existing development block. The proposals would further consolidate this block of 
development and would not be particularly noticeable. It is anticipated that development 
would therefore have a minor effect upon users of the PRoWs in this location. 

 
7.20 Photoviewpoint EDP 5 represents views from PRoWs on the north facing slopes of the 

Mynydd ty-talwyn hill has open views over the majority of the site. The views of the site 
are dominated by the tree cover. The site is flanked by the built urban environment of 
Pont Rhyd-y-Cyff to the left, and the green open space of a school to the right. The 
development is proposed to have higher density near the built environment and less 
density nearer the school, which is proportionate and ties in with its surroundings. The 
densities, coupled with the proposed tree cover will create pockets of development which 
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will be barely noticeable, and a sensitive transition from the urban to the rural 
environment. It is anticipated that development would have a minor effect upon the users 
of these PRoWs.  
 

7.21 Photoviewpoint EDP 6 and 7 represents views from PRoWs on south facing slopes at the 
north of the valley. The dipping nature of the site, intervening mature vegetation and built 
form make the site difficult to distinguish in far reaching views towards the site. 
Therefore, PRoW routes within the wider landscape are anticipated to experience no 
more than a very low magnitude of change and therefore, a negligible level of effect if 
the scheme is designed sensitively and in keeping with the principles of the masterplan 
framework.  

 
7.22 Photoviewpoint EDP 8 represents views from PRoWs on east facing slopes along the 

Western uplands. An Intervening mature conifer vegetation prevents views towards the 
site. Therefore, PRoW routes within the wider landscape are anticipated to experience no 
more than a very low magnitude of change from development on site, and therefore, a 
negligible level of effect. 
 
Road Network 
 

7.23 An A-road borders the site to the east. A cul de sac and farm track borders the site to 
north and west. Road users travelling on the A-road are likely to experience change as a 
result of the proposals.  
 

7.24 Photoviewpoint EDP 1 - A473 to the south illustrates views from the A4063, in which the 
eastern site boundary is seen at close range. New development would be seen clearly at 
close range along this stretch of the road and a new site access would be seen 
approximately halfway along the boundary. On this edge, the proposed hedge landscape 
buffer separates the road from the setback development which would be outward facing 
here and should constitute high quality design with architectural integrity. The area will 
create a new, softer gateway into Pont Rhyd-y-Cyff. 
 

7.25 Photoviewpoint EDP 2 represents a view from the wider settlement at the northern edge. 
The view of the site is enclosed for the most part. The development would be seen over 
the top of the hedge, but the views would be very soft because of the retained vegetation. 
 

7.26 Road users are not considered to have the same level of sensitivity as users of 
recreational routes such as PRoW or landscapes designated for their scenic beauty for 
instance. Overall, there are very few views from the adjacent A-road and therefore the 
likelihood road users would experience visual effects as a result of the proposals within 
the study area are very low in magnitude and therefore no more than a negligible level of 
effect overall. 
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Residential Receptors 
 

7.27 There are 3 no. receptor groups identified in Section 5 which are considered most likely 
to experience the worst-case visual effects as a result of the current proposals. 
 
Group A – Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff, the settlement the north  
 

7.28 Properties on Heol Tyn-Y-Waun and Heol Wil Hopcyn and Heol-Yr-Ysgol to the north of the 
site are expected to have views towards the proposals from front and rear facing 
properties. The views of the existing block of vegetation here will be replaced with 
vegetation enhancements and buffer planting as a result of the proposals. The vegetation 
enhancement would limit views of the development and it is considered that 
development within the site could result in an overall minor level of effect upon the 
receptors in these existing properties.  
 
Group B – Ty'n-y-waun, farmhouse and barns   
 

7.29 The receptor from the farm building would experience the most effects as a result of the 
proposals. The space immediately adjacent to the farm will change from greenfield to 
urban. The farm is characterised by being an isolated farmstead within a moorland 
landscape. The development will encroach upon the property and the farm will no longer 
be an isolated farm. The vegetation buffer will mitigate and maintain a sense of isolation 
to some extent. Given the very medium sensitivity of residential receptors it is considered 
that development within the site would result in an overall minor level of effect upon the 
property. 
 
Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg – Users of the school 

 
7.30 The school of Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg bordering the site’s southern edge are likely to 

experience no effects as there are no views of the site due to the woodland block. The 
retained mature trees along the watercourse and footpath to the south of the site 
effectively screen the development area and, as a result, the development would not be 
visible or would be barely visible in winter (at worst). Given the very low sensitivity of 
receptors here it is considered that development within the site would result in an overall 
negligible level of effect upon the users of the school.  
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Section 8 
Conclusions 

 
 

Settlement Pattern 
 

8.1 In summary, an important observation that this report identifies, is that Maesteg growth is 
moving south towards Bridgend, and this site is at the ‘front line’ of this development. 
Currently the existing settlement stops abruptly and leaves a number of possibilities open 
for future growth. This report identifies that unlike the Valleys to the east, which are in 
closer proximity to Cardiff, Maesteg has a balance of urban and rural environments 
running along the spine of the valley. Therefore, this site has a unique opportunity to 
create a transition from the existing urban environment into the more rural surroundings, 
and steer development towards growth which would benefit the Lynfni Valley as a region. 
These observations help shape opportunities for development at this site, they are as 
follows: 
 
• The transition from urban to rural would help prevent a sense of ‘sprawling urban 

expansion’ moving south. The transition would help safeguard the balance of urban 
and rural environments along the spine of the Lynfni Valley and within the village of 
Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff; and 

 
• The area is at the start of the urban settlements at the north of the Lynfni Valley 

(which includes Maesteg), and so this site has an opportunity to become the gateway 
to Maesteg.  

 
8.2 The masterplan proposals recognise links to the wider PRoW network. There is therefore 

an opportunity for the proposals to bring further positive changes, not only to this site but 
the wider community: 
 
• Creating a gateway to Maesteg, connecting recreational links, and providing 

additional onsite amenity will provide placemaking opportunity for both: 
 
a. the development at this site; and 
 
b. the built area of Maesteg as a whole. 

 
• The celebration of these recreational links and the safeguarding of the rural 

environment along the Lynfni Valley are in line with objectives laid out in the ‘South 
Wales Regional Park’. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 

8.3 This report has undertaken a review of the circumstances associated with the potential 
development described herein as the land at the south of Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff. The purpose 
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of the appraisal was firstly to inform the design evolution of the scheme which enabled an 
integrated approach to potential landscape and visual opportunities and constraints.  
 

8.4 The appraisal has demonstrated there are, inevitably, some perceived adverse and 
beneficial landscape effects resulting from development of this site. The embedded 
mitigation and the suggested approach to design at this stage is however considered to 
minimise adverse effects over time as the proposed landscape establishes and overall 
the predicted effects are not considered unacceptable from a landscape and visual 
perspective in the context of the delivery of a strategic housing site. 
 

8.5 It is anticipated that any notable landscape and visual effects resulting from the addition 
of the proposed scheme would be hidden because of the surrounding vegetation, and the 
local topographic dip resulting from the surrounding localised ridgelines.  
 

8.6 A review of national and local policy, landscape character and visual amenity has been 
undertaken, and the findings confirm that the site relates well both in landscape and 
visual terms to the existing landscape and settlement, and that the site could represent a 
positive extension to Pont Rhyd-Y-Cyff provided a considered design is sensitive to the 
site’s existing characteristics.  
 

8.7 The preliminary design appraised here in is a well thought out proposal which balances 
the rural and urban environment. The proposal not only responds sensitively to both the 
urban and rural surroundings but will have a positive effect on the landscape because of 
the retention of key landscape features, the integration of recreation provision and 
enhanced ecology assets. 
 

8.8 Overall is it considered that the masterplan framework proposed for the site has been 
sensitively designed through a landscape and ecology-led approach, with appropriate 
incorporation of mitigation measures in order to address concerns of the site in relation 
to landscape and visual matters. As such, the promotion of this site for residential 
development should be considered an acceptable extension to the existing settlement of 
Pont Rhyd-Y Cyff which would not cause significant or wide-ranging adverse effects upon 
its surrounding landscape context. 
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Appendix EDP 2 
Methodology 

 
 

Landscape Resource 
 

A2.1 A description of the baseline character and condition of the different landscape receptors 
(topography and hydrology; landscape fabric and habitats; cultural and historic landscape; 
perceptual and sensory) with comparison against adopted character assessment, other 
published characterisations or, in the absence of these, EDP’s own landscape 
characterisation. Considerations on the value of the landscape are drawn from GLVIA v3 
Box 5.1. 
 
Visual Amenity 
 

A2.2 Visual receptors are identified through theoretical visibility testing, followed by site-based 
recording of actual views and visual amenity. Visual amenity is described from specific 
locations that may also be represented by photoviewpoints. Visual amenity may also be 
described for part or all of a route with reference made to viewpoints that do not have 
views.  
 
 
The Proposed Development 
 

A2.3 Description of the proposed development including – but not limited to – its scale, siting, 
layout and characteristics. This description also includes landscape mitigation measures, 
derived from published landscape character guidelines and, if available, as an illustrated 
plan. 
 
Mitigation  
 

A2.4 Mitigation measures will be described, where relevant, to demonstrate how adverse 
effects can be prevented/avoided, offset or remedied. These may be primary, i.e. 
embedded into the design, part of construction and/or long term operational 
management practices, and/or secondary measures. 
 
 
EDP Assessment of Effects 
 
Landscape 
 

A2.5 Description of the interactions likely to be experienced by the individual dimensions of 
landscape character and how this affects overall landscape character. 
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Visual 
 

A2.6 Description of the interactions likely to be experienced by visual receptors at a specific 
point and/or in the broader context or along a route. 
Definition of Effects 
Definition of Effects 

Substantial: 
Changes resulting in a complete variance with the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Major: 
Changes resulting in a fundamental change to the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Moderate: 
A material but non-fundamental change to the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Minor: A slight but non-material change to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Negligible: 
A detectable but non-material change to the landscape resource of visual 
amenity. 

None: No detectable change to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Consequence: Effects can be positive, adverse or neutral i.e. if no change arises 

Duration: 
Long term (20+ years); Medium-long term (10-20 years;) Medium term (5-10 
years); Short term (1 – 5 years); Temporary (>12 months); Construction. 

EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 
EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 

Landscape Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value: Nationally/Internationally designated/valued countryside and landscape 
features; strong/distinctive landscape characteristics; absence of landscape 
detractors. 
Susceptibility: Strong/distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; absence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in excellent 
condition. Landscapes with clear and widely recognised cultural value. 
Landscapes with a high level of tranquillity. 

High 

Value: Locally designated/valued countryside (e.g. Areas of High Landscape 
Value, Regional Scenic Areas) and landscape features; many distinctive 
landscape characteristics; very few landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Many distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; very few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in good condition. 
The landscape has a low capacity for change as a result of potential changes to 
defining character. 

Medium  

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; some distinctive 
landscape characteristics; few landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Some distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in fair condition. 
Landscape is able to accommodate some change as a result. 
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EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 

Landscape Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; few distinctive 
landscape characteristics; presence of landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Few distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; presence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in poor 
condition. Landscape is able to accommodate large amounts of change without 
changing these characteristics fundamentally. 

Very Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; absence of distinctive 
landscape characteristics; despoiled/degraded by the presence of many 
landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Absence of distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; presence of many landscape detractors; landscape receptors in very 
poor condition. As such landscape is able to accommodate considerable 
change. 

Visual Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 
Visual Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value/Susceptibility: View is designed/has intentional association with 
surroundings; is recorded in published material; from a publicly accessible 
heritage asset/designated/promoted viewpoint; national/internationally 
designated right of way; protected/recognised in planning policy designation. 
Examples: May include views from residential properties, National Trails; 
promoted holiday road routes; designated countryside/landscape features with 
public access; visitors to heritage assets of national importance; Open Access 
Land. 

High 

Value/Susceptibility: View of clear value but may not be formally recognised 
e.g. framed view of scenic value or destination/summit views; inferred that it 
may have value for local residents; locally promoted route or PROW 
Examples: May include from recreational locations where there is some 
appreciation of the visual context/landscape e.g. golf, fishing; themed rights of 
way with a local association; National Trust land; panoramic viewpoints marked 
on OS maps; road routes promoted in tourist guides and/or for their scenic 
value. 

Medium 

Value/Susceptibility: View is not widely promoted or recorded in published 
sources; may be typical of those experienced by an identified receptor; country 
lane routes through rural/scenic areas. 
Examples: May include people engaged in outdoor sport not especially 
influenced by an appreciation of the wider landscape e.g. pitch sports; views 
from country lane routes passing through rural or scenic areas. 

Low 

Value/Susceptibility: View of clearly lesser value than similar views from nearby 
visual receptors that may be more accessible. 
Examples: May include major road routes; rail routes; receptor is at a place of 
work but visual surroundings have limited relevance. 

Very Low 

Value/Susceptibility: View may be affected by many landscape detractors and 
unlikely to be valued. 
Examples: May include people at their place of work, indoor recreational or 
leisure facilities or other locations where views of the wider landscape have little 
of no importance. 
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of Change 
Magnitude of Change  

(Considers Scale of Proposal/Geographical Extent/Duration and Reversibility/Proportion) 

Very High 

Landscape: Total loss/major alteration to key receptors/characteristics of the 
baseline; addition of elements that strongly conflict or integrate with the 
baseline. 
Visual: Substantial change to the baseline, forming a new, defining focus and 
having a defining influence on the view. 

High 

Landscape: Notable loss/alteration/addition to one or more key 
receptors/characteristics of the baseline; or, addition of prominent conflicting 
elements. 
Visual: Additions are clearly noticeable and part of the view would be 
fundamentally altered. 

Medium 

Landscape: Partial loss/alteration to one or more key 
receptors/characteristics; Addition of elements that are evident but do not 
necessarily conflict with the key characteristics of the existing landscape. 
Visual: The proposed development will form a new and recognisable element 
within the view which is likely to be recognised by the receptor. 

Low 

Landscape: Minor loss or alteration to one or more key landscape 
receptors/characteristics; Additional elements may not be uncharacteristic 
within existing landscape. 
Visual: Proposed development will form a minor constituent of the view being 
partially visible or at sufficient distance to be a small component. 

Very Low 

Landscape: Barely discernible loss or alteration to key components; addition of 
elements not uncharacteristic within the existing landscape. 
Visual: Proposed development will form a barely noticeable component of the 
view, and the view whilst slightly altered would be similar to the baseline.  

Imperceptible 
In some circumstances, changes at representative viewpoints or receptors will 
be lower than ‘Very Low’ and changes will be described as ‘Imperceptible’. 
This will lead to negligible effects. 

 
 
Effects Matrix 
 

A2.7 Based on the judgements above and the description of mitigation, the level of effect is 
assessed in the first year after completion of the development (year 1). This is ‘the worst 
case’ and, if necessary at 15+ years when landscape proposals function more effectively. 
Effects of moderate or higher may be a material consideration. 
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Effects Matrix 
Overall 
Sensitivity 

Overall Magnitude of Change 
Very High High Medium Low Very Low 

Very High Substantial Major 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

High Major 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 

Medium 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Low Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Negligible 

Very Low 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Negligible 
Negligible/-
None 
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Appendix EDP 3 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

   (edp6743_d015b 12 March 2021 GY/AD) 
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Appendix EDP 4 
Phase 1 Habitat Plan 
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Appendix EDP 5 
Photoviewpoints 

(edp6743_d017a 12 March 2021 JTF/AD) 
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