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Section 1 
Introduction 

 
 
1.1 The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) has been commissioned by 

Llanmoor Development Co Ltd. (‘the applicant’) to undertake a Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal (LVA) of emerging proposals for Parc Llangewydd, Land at West Bridgend 
(hereafter referred to as ‘the site’) to accompany the supporting information as part of 
Stage 2 of the Local Development Plan (LDP) candidate site process in Bridgend. The site 
is 36 hectares (ha) and is described in Section 2 of this LVA. Further site details are 
given in the Promotional Document prepared by Hammonds Architectural to 
accompanying the site promotion of this candidate site included at Appendix EDP 1. 
 

1.2 EDP is an independent environmental planning consultancy with offices in Cardiff, 
Cirencester, Cheltenham and Shrewsbury. The practice provides advice to private and 
public sector clients throughout the UK in the fields of landscape, ecology, archaeology, 
cultural heritage, arboriculture, rights of way and masterplanning. Details of the practice 
can be obtained at our website (www.edp-uk.co.uk). EDP is a Registered Practice of the 
Landscape Institute1 specialising in the assessment of the effects of proposed 
development on the landscape.   
 

1.3 This LVA is part of a suite of documents accompanying the site promotion for the 
proposed development summarised in Section 2 of this LVA.  
 
 
Purpose and Structure of this LVA 
 

1.4 The purpose of this LVA is to identify the baseline conditions of the site and surrounding 
area and to determine those landscape and visual characteristics. It then provides an 
assessment of the landscape and visual effects predicted to arise from development on 
the site with reference to the baseline analysis. 
 

1.5 In undertaking the assessment described in this LVA EDP has: 
 
• Undertaken a thorough data trawl of relevant designations and background 

documents, described in Section 3;  
 
• Assessed the existing (baseline) condition and character of the site and its setting, 

described in Section 4; 
 
• Assessed the existing visual (baseline) context, especially any key views to and from 

the site in Section 5;  
 
• Provided a description of the proposed development and the mitigation measures 

embedded into the proposals as a result of the baseline findings in Section 6; 
 

1 LI Practice Number 1010 
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• Assessed the predicted landscape and visual effects in accordance with the 
approach described below in Section 7; 

 
• Reached overall conclusions in Section 8; and 
 
• Provided an analysis of the likely landscape and visual effects of the proposed 

scheme, which is determined by combining the magnitude of the predicted change 
with the assessed sensitivity of the identified receptors. The nature of any predicted 
effects is also identified (i.e. positive/negative, permanent/reversible). 

 
 
Methodology Adopted for the Assessment 
 

1.6 This LVA has  been undertaken in accordance with the principles embodied in Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment – Third Edition (LI/IEMA, 2013) (GLVIA3) 
and other best practice guidance insofar as is relevant to non-EIA schemes.  
 

1.7 Familiarisation: EDP’s study has included reviews of aerial photographs, web searches, 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) publications and landscape character assessments. EDP 
has also obtained, where possible, information about relevant landscape and other 
designations such as conservation areas and Registered Historic Parks and Gardens of 
(RPG) and Special Landscape Areas (SLA). 
 

1.8 Consultation: EDP consulted on photoviewpoint locations with Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) on the 06 March 2020. A response was received on the 23 March 2020 
and the viewpoint selection was refined further during the on site field assessment and 
further desktop research to capture what are considered to be the worst case and most 
relevant views. 
 

1.9 Assessment: EDP has undertaken a comprehensive desktop assessment, including a 
google street view of the character and fabric of the site and its surroundings, using 
google earth views from a number of representative viewpoints. Field assessments were 
undertaken by a qualified landscape architect in January 2020 and again on the                        
09 April 2020.  

 
1.10 Design Inputs: EDP’s desktop and field assessments have informed a process whereby 

the development proposals have been refined to avoid, minimise or compensate for 
landscape effects.  
 

1.11 Assessment Methodology: Predicted effects on the landscape resource arising from the 
proposed development (as detailed in Section 6 of this LVA) have been determined in 
accordance with the principles embedded within published best practice guidance2 
insofar as the assessment adopts the following well-established, structured approach:  

 
• Likely effects on landscape character and visual amenity are dealt with separately; 

 
2 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edition (Landscape Institute/IEMA, 2013) 
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• The assessment of likely effects is reached using a structured methodology for 
defining sensitivity, magnitude and significance which is contained as                          
Appendix EDP 2. This framework is combined with professional judgement. 
Professional judgement is an important part of the assessment process; it is neither 
‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that development may result in 
beneficial change as well as landscape harm; and 

 
• As advised in GLVIA3, the appraisal takes into account the effects of any proposed 

mitigation. 
 
 
Study Area 

  
1.12 To establish the baseline and potential limit of material effects, the study area has been 

considered at two geographical scales: 
 
• First, a broad ‘study area’ of 5km was adopted, based mainly on desk-top study, 

which allowed the geographical scope of the assessment to be defined based on the 
extent of views to/from the site and the site’s environmental planning context; and 

 
• Second, following initial analysis and subsequent field work the broad study area was 

refined to 2km as close to medium range views would demonstrate the most change 
(worst case). The extent of this detailed study area is illustrated on Plan EDP 3.  
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Section 2 
The Site 

 
 
2.1 Plan EDP 1 illustrates the location of the site’s boundaries. The site is located on the 

western flank of Bryntirion in west Bridgend, approximately 280m east of Laleston, 5km 
east of Pyle.  
 

2.2 Plan EDP 3 shows that the site is bordered by the A473 to the south; an un-named 
country lane to the west; the Llangewydd Road to the north; and the settlement edge of 
Bryntirion to the east. Existing properties on the edge of Bryntirion overlook the site’s 
eastern boundary and three dwellings border the site’s western edge which are accessed 
via the country lane. 

 
2.3 Appendix EDP 4 contains the extended Phase 1 habitat plan which diagrammatically 

illustrates the character of the site. The site can be divided into two character areas; 
open farmland pasture and woodland with enclosed marshland fields. The open farmland 
comprises irregular shaped, small to medium fields of improved grassland with vegetated 
field boundaries. The wooded part of the site is covered by the Laleston Meadows site of 
importance for nature conservation (SINC), a local ecological designation. The site and its 
internal field boundaries in the open farmland character area include livestock fencing, 
maintained hedgerows and hedgebanks, a tree belt (south-west) and a stone wall (south 
edge).  
 

2.4 Public access is permitted on part of the site; a narrow and enclosed byway known as        
the causeway, has a double hedgebank and runs north-east to south-west across the 
site. Secondly, the Bridgend Circular Walk which is a Long Distance Walking Route, also 
crosses the site from approximately midway along the western edge of the site running 
north-east through the SINC before joining Llangewydd Road. A mature tree belt in the 
south-west of the site forms a defensible boundary between the site and one adjacent 
property bordering the western edge of the site. Manmade features are limited to low 
voltage overhead power lines crossing through multiple fields within the site. 
 

2.5 A more detailed description of the site’s boundaries to inform the site context is provided 
below: 
 
• To the north, Llangewydd Road abuts the site’s edge which is enclosed by broadleaf 

woodland on both sides of the road; 
 
• To the south, a hedgerow runs the width of the site (c.400m). A roadside footpath 

separates the site from the A473 and two field gates on the southern edge permit 
agricultural access via the A473. A stone wall also forms part of the boundary 
bordering the A473 also which is approximately 100m in length (hedgerow runs 
parallel to the wall within the site). Roadside vegetation and a footpath borders the 
south side of the A473 also; 
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• To the east, the settlement edge of Bryntirion borders the site. Hill View is the closest 
residential street to the site. On Hill View, rear gardens of post-war two storey 
dwellings (detached and semi-detached) overlook the site’s south-eastern edge. The 
boundary is a mix of fencing and hedges with intermittent tree planting; and 

 
• To the west, an enclosed country lane which connects Llangewydd Road and the 

A473. Three residential dwellings border the site’s south-western edge. Landscape 
features demarcate the site’s western edge, comprises hedgerows which are 
punctuated by numerous field gates, two pedestrian access points where a byway 
(the causeway) and the Bridgend Circular Walk traverses the site and a tree belt.  
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Section 3 
Findings of EDP’s Data Trawl 

 
 
3.1 The findings of EDP’s data trawl of relevant environmental and planning designations are 

illustrated on Plan EDP 3 and summarised in this section.  
 
 

Background Documents 
 
3.2 The following documents are relevant and will be discussed where appropriate later in 

this report:  
 
• Bridgend Local Development Plan 2006-2021, (adopted 2013); 
 
• Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough (2013); 
 
• Designation of Special Landscape Areas, BCBC (2010); 
 
• SD38 Background Paper 4 Green Wedge Designations (2011); 
 
• SPG 08: Residential Development Supplementary Planning Guidance (2008); and 
 
• Technical Advice Note (TAN) 12: Design. 

 
 

Findings of EDP Data Trawl 
 

Landscape-related Designations 
 

3.3 Landscape-related designations and policy considerations within 5km of the site are 
shown on Plan EDP 3. The following landscape-related policies relevant to the site are 
summarised below; 
 
• National landscape designations – the site does not lie within a nationally 

designated landscape such as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) or 
National Park; 

 
• Local landscape designations – the site lies within policy ENV3 (7) ‘Laleston Special 

Landscape Area’ (SLA); and 
 
• Other landscape-related designations – the site lies within ENV2 (4) ‘Bridgend and 

Laleston’ Green Wedge designation. 
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Laleston Special Landscape Area  
 

3.4 The site is within the Policy ENV3 (7) ‘Laleston Special Landscape Area (SLA)’, a local 
non-statutory designation that is designated for its special landscape qualities.  
 

3.5 Policy ENV3 Special Landscape Areas states the following in relation to development 
which is relevant to the site assessed herein: 
 
‘Development in Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) will only be permitted where:  
 
• It retains or enhances the character and distinctiveness of the SLA; 
 
• The design of the development reflects the building traditions of the locality in its 

form, materials and details, and/or assimilates itself into the wider landscape; and 
 
• The proposed development is accompanied by a landscape assessment which takes 

into account the impact of the development and sets out proposals to mitigate any 
adverse effect’. 

 
3.6 ‘Designation of Special Landscape Areas’ (2010) produced by TACP for BCBC provides a 

specific detailed report in relation to SLA’s which identifies their special landscape 
qualities. The special qualities and features of the Laleston SLA are described below. The 
positive qualities of the Laleston SLA which are considered relevant to the site are 
underlined by EDP to emphasise site relevance below:  

 
‘A distinctive plateau area rising to 100 metres AOD to the west of Bridgend. It is an area 
of mixed farmland with fields enclosed by hedgerow boundaries. It includes the Cefn 
Cribwr Grasslands SAC. The area is dissected by the M48 motorway, A48(T) road and the 
Swansea-Paddington railway line which create local corridors of visual and sensory 
detraction. The underlying geology is of national value and is reflected in the designation 
of a SSSI, where non-conforming deposits are visible through quarrying. Its western 
boundary abuts the former Newton Down airfield which is used for karting and has a 
number of industrial units dispersed across the area. These provide further local zones of 
visual and sensory detraction. The southern boundary abuts the village of Tythegston and 
includes the house and parkland of Tythegston Court, together with the wider landscape 
that forms its essential setting. The house is listed (Grade II), and the whole feature 
stretches back to the medieval period, with the current house and park showing primarily 
eighteenth century features with additions to the parkland gardens to the Edwardian 
period. The site is included on the Cadw/ICOMOS Register of Landscapes, Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales’. 
 
Green Wedge  
 

3.7 Appendix EDP 3 illustrates the Laleston – Bridgend Green Wedge. The southern part of 
the site lies is within Policy ENV2 (4) Bridgend and Laleston Green Wedge. This 
designation acts to prevent coalescence between settlements, however the designation 
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also addresses elements such as protection of a settlement’s setting and management 
of urban form. 
 

3.8 As part of the site lies within this Green Wedge, the proposal for the site’s removal or built 
form within the designation needs to be considered against purposes of Green Wedges to 
assess whether they can continue to be achieved with the remaining Green Wedge. This 
is carried out through a Green Wedge review, summarised in the landscape section 
below. However, it must also be noted that, as part of the preparation of the new Local 
Development Plan, the acceptance in principle of the development of this site would 
result in the removal of the Green Wedge designation such that this issue falls away. In 
this scenario, the key will be to ensure the distinctiveness of the Laleston settlement is 
maintained, even when the green gap is diminished. 
 
Heritage Assets  
 

3.9 Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments, Listed buildings and Registered Parks 
Registered Historic Park and Gardens (HPG) are all heritage assets that can contribute to 
the landscape character and perceptual qualities of a landscape.  
 

3.10 Conservation areas (CAs) are a local non-statutory designation covering places of special 
architectural or historic interest There are two CA’s within the detailed study area of 2km; 
Laleston CA to the west and Bridgend CA to the south-east, the latter has been scoped 
out of this report due to the amount of intervening built form between the CA and the site. 
 

3.11 Laleston CA is the nearer of the two, located less than 300m to the west of the site and 
broadly covers the medieval and post-medieval core of the settlement, excluding most of 
the Victorian and later expansion. There a number of listed buildings in the CA. Buildings 
are predominantly built of stone rubble having slated roofs, some of the buildings are 
now rendered and colour washed. Narrow lanes are characteristic of the village, creating 
tight knit and enclosed groups of land accommodating single or small groups of buildings 
which limits views outwards. 
 

3.12 The closest Scheduled Monument is located adjacent to the sites northern edge off 
Llangweydd Road namely the Remains of Llangweydd Church and Churchyard. Two 
standing stones remain in the churchyard and a heritage trail, known as the                       
Laleston Stones Trail, bring visitors to the stones and other places of worship along is a 
route historically travelled by pilgrims from St Bridges Major to Llangynwyd (settlement 
north of the remains of the church). Part of the route runs adjacent to the site as it 
follows the unnamed country lane on the western boundary. Views from the trail will be 
investigated in the visual appraisal.   
 

3.13 A second Scheduled Monument located within the 2km detailed study area is a long 
barrow between Laleston and Tygthegston to the south-west of the site. The monument is 
on private land, at a similar elevation to the highest parts of the site. The monument has 
been scoped out from further consideration due to the orientation of the monument and 
the proximity of the adjacent woodland copse which would screen views towards the site. 
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3.14 There are 4no. Historic Parks and Gardens (HPG) within or on the edge of 2km detailed 
study area. Coleman Court HPG is located c.1km to the north; Glanrhyd Hospital c.2km to 
the north-east and Tythegston Court c.2km to the south-west and Merthyr Mawr House 
located c.1.6km to the south. Views from all 4 HPGs were scoped out at the visual testing 
stage of this assessment as views of the site are prohibited from all HPGs due to 
intervening vegetation or landform. 
 

3.15 The heritage effects are not considered in the LVA, heritage assets and their setting are 
purely considered insofar as their contribution to the character and visual amenity of an 
area. As the site is outside of the conservation area, there would be no direct landscape 
effects on the area, nor is there a direct visual connection perceived between the historic 
core of the village due to the reduced visibility between the site and the modern 
development that has built up on the edge of Laleston over time. Potential views from the 
CA will be investigated further in this report however, from a Public Right of Way (PRoW) 
along Wind Street. 
 

3.16 For a detailed assessment of archaeology and heritage matters, please refer to the 
accompanying Archaeology and Heritage Assessment prepared by EDP also as part of the 
site’s promotion (edp3980_r004). 
 
 
Public Rights of Way  

 
3.17 Public Rights of Way are illustrated on an Ordnance Survey data available online. Two 

PRoW cross the site; the Bridgend Circular Walk long distance path, and a byway known 
as the causeway (informal footpath).  
 

3.18 The PRoW network within the 2km detailed study area is dispersed and infrequent. The 
closest PRoW off site is a short PRoW on the north-eastern edge of Laleston which aligns 
with Wind Street.  
 

3.19 PRoW are generally concentrated to the south; between Broadland and Laleston; and to 
the west between Laleston and the M4. The majority of these PRoW are located along 
contours that are at a similar or lower elevation than the site’s average and potential 
views are curtailed by localised undulations in the topography and intervening vegetation. 
PRoW located at higher elevations such as one to the west (c100m above Ordnance 
Datum (aOD)) are more likely to have a potential view of the site. 
 

3.20 Direct landscape effects on the PRoW on site as well as the visual effects on users of the 
PRoW network with potential views towards the site will be appraised in Section 5 of this 
report. 
 

 
Tree Preservation Orders  

 
3.21 EDP have checked the interactive mapping for Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) and there 

are TPO’d trees in the northern part of the site and adjacent to the site boundary. The 
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effects on TPO’d trees are not considered further in this report, they are covered in detail 
within the EDP arboricultural survey provided separately (edp3980_r002).  
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Section 4 
Existing (Baseline Conditions) Landscape Character 

 
 
4.1 This section provides an assessment of the ‘baseline’ (existing) conditions in respect of 

the character of the site and its landscape context. It summarises any relevant published 
landscape assessments which contribute to a better understanding of the landscape 
context. Such assessments provide a helpful understanding of the landscape context, but 
rarely deliver sufficiently site-specific or up to date information to draw robust 
conclusions about the significance of any change proposed by the development. 
Accordingly, EDP has undertaken its own assessment of the site itself, which is included 
in this section at paragraph 4.21 et seq. 
 
 
National Character Assessment  

 
4.2 At the national level, the character of Wales has been described and classified in the 

National Landscape Character Area (NLCA) profiles published by Natural Resource 
Wales3. The site and its surroundings fall within NLCA 36, ‘Vale of Glamorgan’. The NLCA 
is summarised as: 
 
‘The Vale is a distinctive, gentle lowland landscape, largely comprising a rolling limestone 
plateau. Glacial till contributes to its undulating topography. A variety of rural land uses 
characterise the area, reinforced by thick hedgerows, frequent small woodlands and 
trees, which create a sense of enclosure and intimacy. This is despite the proximity to 
large towns such as greater Cardiff, Barry and Bridgend, and a number of large built 
features within the Vale. 
 
The landscape terminates abruptly at the heritage coast with vertical cliffs. There are a 
few sandy beaches, as well as shingle, but many images depict the exposed geology of 
the inter-tidal area, including bedding and pavements. There are long distance cliff top 
views towards Somerset. A notable feature affecting part of the coast is the large, 
modern, noisy, Aberthaw Power Station. 
 
In the centre of the Vale, compact and historic settlements reinforce the area’s 
distinctive sense of place, but with limited modern development. Yet the area has 
attracted many professionals, who commute to Cardiff and Bridgend, adding to the more 
prosperous character of places like Cowbridge and Llanblethian. 
 
The area’s historic character was shaped by Anglo-Norman influences. Norman castles 
and medieval villages centred on churches are key features. The registered landscape of 
Llancarfan is astoundingly beautiful as well as being a relatively unspoiled gem of 
historical evolution. All this is despite the relatively close proximity to nearby large towns’. 
 

 
3  https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/maps/nlca/?lang=en 
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4.3 While NLCA 38 is broadly representative of the site’s landscape context, it is far too 
generic to reliably inform an assessment of the suitability of the proposals in landscape 
terms. Of much greater use are the LANDMAP and local area assessments discussed 
below. 

 
LANDMAP 

 
4.4 In order to assess the acceptability of development, in landscape terms at any specific 

location, it is important to understand the landscape and visual amenity circumstances 
against which any decisions are made, based on both published landscape character 
assessments and more site-specific landscape assessment undertaken through field 
studies and site appraisal. 
 

4.5 The landscape character of the site and the surrounding area is defined within the 
LANDMAP resource managed by Natural Resources Wales (NRW). LANDMAP is the 
national information system used to undertake an assessment of the landscape 
character as presented by the LANDMAP Geographical Information System. 

 
4.6 LANDMAP data is the key tool recommended for use in decision-making in relation to 

landscape character. Planning Policy Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2018) Section 
6.3.19 states:  

 
‘LANDMAP is an important information resource, methodology, and monitoring baseline 
for the landscapes of Wales, which can help inform planning for the sustainable 
management of natural resources in an area. LANDMAP describes and evaluates the 
physical, ecological, visual, cultural and historic aspects of the landscapes of Wales, and 
provides the basis of a consistent, quality assured national approach to landscape 
assessment. LANDMAP assessments can help to inform green infrastructure 
assessments, SPG on landscape, development management decisions, landscape 
character assessment, special landscape areas (SLAs), local distinctiveness, design, and 
landscape sensitivity studies’. 

 
4.7 LANDMAP is a GIS-based landscape resource where landscape characteristics, qualities 

and influences on the landscape are recorded and evaluated into a nationally consistent 
data set. Data is defined by five layers or themes, the Geological Landscape, Landscape 
Habitats, Visual and Sensory, Historic Landscape and Cultural Landscape, forming the 
key landscape guidance for Wales. 

 
4.8 LANDMAP is a whole landscape approach that covers all landscapes, designated and 

non-designated. It identifies key landscape characteristics and qualities that can be used 
to aid planning policy and decisions. The accompanying guidance states that it is the use 
of all five layers of information that promotes sustainable landscape decision-making, 
giving all five layers equal consideration.  

 
4.9 The site is contained within 5no. LANDMAP ‘aspect areas’, as summarised in                    

Table EDP 4.1. Each LANDMAP theme/layer is described, assessed and assigned one of 
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four overall grades of value: low, moderate, high or outstanding. Summary LANDMAP 
descriptions are provided on the NRW website. 

 
Table EDP 4.1: LANDMAP Aspect Areas covering the site. 
Aspect Area Unique Area ID Area Name / Classification Evaluation 

Geological 
Landscape 

CYNONGL044 
 

Bridgend Plain/ Lowland Plateau High 

Landscape 
Habitat 

CYNONLH030
  

Mosaic  Moderate 
 

Visual & Sensory 
(north of the site) 

CYNONVS955 Cribwr/Mosaic Rolling Lowland   Moderate 

Visual & Sensory 
(middle of site) 

CYNONVS825 Newton Down/Open Rolling 
Lowland 

Moderate 

Visual & Sensory 
(south of site) 

CYNONVS828 Between Bridgend and Merthyr 
Mawr/Open Rolling Lowland 

Moderate 

Historic 
Landscape 

CYNONHL973 H19 Cornelly to Laleston 1/Other 
fieldscapes 

Outstanding 

Cultural 
Landscape 

CYNONCL021 Vale of Glamorgan Rural 
Landscape/Other Rural 

High 

 
4.10 The Historic Landscape aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘Outstanding’, which 

is the highest evaluation given by LANDMAP. The justification for the Cornelly to Laleston 
other fieldscape evaluation is that ‘it constitutes a remarkably rich multi-period 
landscape with evidence of human activity ranging from the Mesolithic period up to the 
present day, represented by prehistoric funerary monuments and hillforts, Roman 
occupation sites, substantial remains of medieval castles, monastic granges and relict 
settlements and field systems’.  
 

4.11 The Geological aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘High’. The justification for 
the Bridgend Plain evaluation is that it is an ‘Dissected Liassic plateau with head filled 
cwm valleys, exposure limited, but Jurassic geology potentially regionally important and 
including RIGS site for Carboniferous stratigraphy’. The condition of the aspect area is 
evaluated in LANDMAP as good as ‘Dominantly rural area with limited significant 
development, although includes part of Bridgend’. It should be noted that a SINC 
designation is located at the north of the site. 
 

4.12 The Cultural Landscape aspect area covering the site is evaluated as ‘High’. The 
justification for the Vale of Glamorgan Rural Landscape evaluation is that it is an ‘evolved 
historic landscape containing many examples of human cultural activity from prehistory 
to the present, threatened in the 21st century by over-development’. The condition and 
trend of the aspect area is ‘poor’ due as it is ‘threatened by over-development’. 
 

4.13 The Landscape Habitat aspect area covering the site is classified as ‘Dry (Relatively) 
Terrestrial Habitats/Mosaic’ and is evaluated as ‘High’.  

 
4.14 The most pertinent to this appraisal is the Visual and Sensory aspect and for this site it is 

divided into three. ‘Cribwr’ lies in the north of the site and is evaluated as ‘Moderate’. The 
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justification for the Mosaic Rolling Lowland is that is a ‘distinctive ridge with some 
attractive views, compromised by development and urban fringe character’. ‘Newton 
Down’ lies in the middle of the site and is evaluated as ‘moderate’. The justification for 
this is that ‘the area is relatively unspoilt with some attractive views outwards’. ‘Between 
Bridgend and Merthyr Mawr’ lies in the south of the site and is evaluated as ‘Moderate’. 
The justification for the Open Rolling Lowland designation is that ‘the area is relatively 
unspoilt with some attractive views outwards’.  
 

 
Published Landscape Character 
 

4.15 A review of the Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough (LCABCB) 
(2013) shows that the site within the eastern fringes of the ‘Newton Down Limestone 
Plateau LCA’ (LCA 12). 

  
4.16 Key landscape characteristics of the ‘Newton Down Limestone Plateau LCA’ are detailed 

as follows with the most relevant characteristics to the site underlined by EDP: 
 

‘Topography, geology and drainage 
 

• Gently undulating plateau, with occasional hill summits rising to just over 100 
metres AOD. Southern boundary defined by a steep scarp slope dropping away from 
Newton Down towards the coast; 

 
• Primarily Carboniferous Limestone geology, with a band of Mercia Mudstones to the 

north-west and Lower Lias to the east. Glacial till, sand and gravel found around the 
northern fringes. The disused Gaen and Pant Mawr quarries are designated as RIGS; 
and 

 
• SSSI-designated rock exposures on Stormy Down (also a RIGS), containing a mixture 

of marine and terrestrial fossil remains (of fish, molluscs and dinosaurs) from the 
Triassic period. 

  
Woodland cover  
 
• Intensively farmed landscape around Tythegston softened by the presence of 

parkland trees, retaining an estate character; and 
 
• Mixed and broadleaved plantations on prominent ridgelines (e.g. The Beacons). 

 
Agricultural land use and field patterns  
 
• Improved pasture with some fields of arable cultivation; and 
 
• Closely trimmed hedgerows or walls dividing a regular pattern of medium-large fields 

on the plateau, becoming smaller and more irregular on slopes. 
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Semi-natural habitats  
 
• Bracken, semi-improved grassland and broadleaved plantation on Stormy Down 

(designated as a SINC); and 
 
• Other locally important habitats including broadleaved seminatural woodlands on 

slopes, patches of relict calcareous grassland on the downs, and scrub colonising 
the limestone cliffs of Cornelly Quarry. 

 
Archaeology and cultural heritage 
 
• Small Grade II listed house, garden and parkland at Tythegston Court (late 18th 

century); 
 
• Prehistoric barrows and settlement remains found on some hill summits, with the 

medieval motte of Stormy Castle being a feature in the north; and 
 
• Industry relating to the landscape’s rich mineral resource forming a key historic 

driver of the local economy in the wider region (including the steelworks of Neath 
Port Talbot). 

 
Settlement and road pattern 
 
• A lightly settled landscape fringing onto dense development at Bridgend, Pyle and 

Porthcawl – with nucleated villages at Tythegston and Laleston. Dispersed farms 
linked by country lanes and tracks; 

 
• Local vernacular of limestone buildings with slate roofs – with examples of historic 

significance within the Conservation Areas of Tythegston and Laleston; 
 
• Main A48 and A4106 passing through the landscape, linking Bridgend, Porthcawl 

and Pyle. The M4 and mainline London-Swansea railway line cuts through the 
northern part of the landscape; and 

 
• The Bridgend Circular Walk passes through the east of the LCA, and Stormy Down 

provides open access for further recreational opportunities. 
 
Views and perceptual qualities 
 
• Industrial land uses and infrastructure dominating parts of the plateau, including 

Cornelly Quarry and several other disused quarries; 
 
• Industrial structures on Stormy Down, including a solar farm, prominent in views 

from across the plateau and beyond (e.g. from Cefn Cribwr); and 
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• Views south from the Newton Down scarp slope to development at Porthcawl and its 
coastal hinterland. The northern part of the LCA has views to the ridgetop settlement 
of Cefn Cribwr.” 

 
4.17 The host character area; Newton Down Limestone Plateau is broad and encompasses a 

far-reaching landscape extending to the north-west beyond the M4 as far as Pyle, and to 
the south-west as far as Porthcawl.  
 

4.18 The site forms a very small part of the LCA which is located on the edge of the LCA 12, 
adjacent to the Bridgend urban area and the Cefn Cribwr Ridge and Settled Farmland LCA 
(LCA 15). Relevant characteristics of LCA 12 have been underlined by EDP above. In 
summary, the recreational use of the Bridgend Circular Walk is the most relevant 
characteristic as it crosses the site. Country lanes, and settlement patterns describe the 
dense settlement edge of west Bridgend contributes to the site’s perceived character, 
whereas the nucleated settlement pattern of Laleston is more difficult to perceive while 
on site. The modern edge of Laleston is perceived as ribbon development along the 
A473.  
 

4.19 There are strong historic links and perceptual qualities, the latter has both detracting and 
positive attributes on the host area. Characteristics such as views to the coast bares no 
relevance to the site itself. Overall the sensitivity of the host character area is considered 
medium though it should be acknowledged that significant areas of the site’s context are 
already urbanised and/or settled and, as such, are considered to have low sensitivity. 
 

4.20 In addition to the published landscape character just described, the site character has 
been assessed following a site visit to provide a suitably detailed description of the site 
which has been undertaken by EDP below. 
 
 
EDP On site Landscape Character Assessment 
 

4.21 While the above published assessments provide a helpful contextual appreciation of the 
wider landscape, none provide a sufficiently site-specific assessment to allow a reliable 
assessment to be made of the effects of the proposed development on the landscape. In 
particular, published assessments tend to miss more localised influence on the 
landscape such as the effect of the site itself and its immediate surrounding which EDP 
has undertaken and is described below. 
 

4.22 A review of aerial photography and mapping has been supplemented by a field 
assessment undertaken in April 2020. 

 
4.23 Recognising that ‘landscape’ is a multi-dimensional concept embracing ‘what we see’, its 

time-depth and physical attributes, this LVA reviews and assesses change to landscape 
character in terms of the physical landscape, the site’s visual and sensory character, 
landscape fabric and habitats, historic landscape character and cultural connections. 
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4.24 Plan EDP 2 illustrates the topographical relief of the site and wider area. The highest 
point of the site forms a plateau around 82m aOD in the north-western corner. The 
landform on site falls steadily to the south to lows of 51m aOD as it reaches the A473. In 
terms of water features, there are ponds on site but no above ground watercourses. 
 

4.25 The underlying site character is a mix of settled in the south and a plateau wooded 
character in the north. The topography of the site forms an open plateau in the north 
before the land gently and steadily slopes southward towards the A473. External 
boundaries are well defined with the exception of the interface with the adjacent 
development on Hill View. Although the site comprises mostly open farmland there is a 
reduced intervisibility with the wider landscape due to localised variations in topography, 
presence of vegetation and built form within the surrounding landscape.  
 

4.26 The main body of the site comprises irregular shaped small to medium size fields 
demarcated by livestock fencing and hedgerows. There are hedgerow trees dispersed in 
some hedgerows on site. The northern flank of the site (Laleston Meadows SINC) is 
wooded. The condition of the woodland appears varied with some mature trees in good 
condition and others showing decay. Marshy fields are enclosed by woodland where 
sheep grazing was observed at the time of the site visit, as such much of the meadows 
appeared as tightly grazed improved grassland. 
 

4.27 Manmade features are limited to a three-wire overhead line which cross the site.  
 

4.28 With reference to cultural connections, Bridgend Circular Walk and a byway cross the site. 
The section of the Bridgend Circular Walk within the site forms approximately 500m of 
the 32km route. The long distance path runs around the perimeter of Bridgend. The 
byway known as the causeway, runs down a narrow track bordered by intact hedge banks 
on both sides. The causeway enters the site from the south-western corner from the un-
named country lane just south of the Bridgend Circular Walk, and runs parallel to the 
footpath for 340m, before exiting at Llangewydd Road.  
 

4.29 The site is located within the eastern edge of the ‘Laleston SLA’ Fields are enclosed by 
hedgerow boundaries to varying extent reflecting characteristic elements attributed to 
this SLA designation. 
 

4.30 With reference to the above components of the site’s landscape character, the site is 
considered to be of high sensitivity as in general, the landscape features on site are in 
good condition, there are few detracting manmade features within the site itself and the 
site is covered by a county level landscape designation. However, the influence of 
adjacent development does lower the sensitivity of the southern part of the site. 
 
 
EDP Green Wedge Review  
 

4.31 The site is located within an area of locally designated Green Wedge, put in place by the 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) through their relevant development plans. Planning Policy 
Wales Edition 10 (PPW) identifies Green Wedges, alongside Green Belt, as methods for 
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management of urban form and sets out five key purposes with which land designated 
should comply. The key difference between the designations of Green Wedge and Green 
Belt is their level of permanence and longevity, with the boundaries of Green Wedges 
being changeable through revisions of local development plans. 
 
Approximate extent of site 
  

4.32 The designation is also protected by Policy ENV2 of the Bridgend Local Development Plan 
2006 – 2021, stating: ‘Development which causes, or contributes to, the coalescence of 
settlements or reduces the openness of land between settlements will not be permitted’. 
Background Paper 4: Green Wedge Designation (March 2011) provides support to the 
above and identifies that this area of Green Wedge is designated primarily based on 
distance, with inter-settlement distances of less than 0.5miles considered to be highly 
vulnerable to coalescence. 
  
Existing perceived relationship between Laleston and Bridgend 
  

4.33 Owing to the undulating topography along the A473 as experienced by road users 
travelling in both directions, there is a perceived existing connection between Laleston 
and Bridgend due to the intervisibility of built form on the edges of both settlements. A 
physical gap is experienced; however, the character of the gap is semi urban due to the 
width and frequent use of the A road, the accompanying footpaths on both sides and the 
street lighting along this stretch of road.   
 

4.34 A reduced gap is inevitable as a result of built form on this site and the modern ribbon 
development which has occurred on the eastern edge of Laleston, however mitigation 
measures can seek to reduce the effects of the reduced gap through a considered layout 
and embedded landscape treatment to the southern boundary of the site in particular. 
Setting back development from the road and creating a strong landscaped frontage to 
the south of the site, once established it would create a new gateway approach to 
Bryntirion from Laleston which would improve the current hard and unmitigated edge, 
and mirror the tree belt character seen on the southern side of the A473. A green buffer 
with tree and shrub planting would soften proposed properties to form a new and 
improved edge to Bryntirion within this extent and, with additional planting along the 
southern boundary, would create a similar characteristic to that already experienced on 
southward views from the road. 
  

4.35 PPW’s five purposes in detail and identifies whether the designation would continue to 
function with the removal of the proposed site. These purposes and their response are 
summarised as follows: 
 
Prevent coalescence of settlements 
 

4.36 Despite its open and settled nature part of the Green Wedge to the north of the A473, the 
wedge only appears to provide a feeling of division at eye level between west Bridgend 
and Laleston for users of the A473 for approximately 400m. The green wedge is broader 
on the north-eastern part of Laleston and west Bridgend and this gap would be 



Parc Llangewydd, Land at West Bridgend 
Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

edp3980_r001a 
 

21 

maintained and continue to function without the proposed development unduly harming 
this gap at eye level (northern part of the site is also outside the green wedge 
designation). In plan view, the wedge sets apart the south-western edge of Bridgend from 
Laleston and provides greater separation due to mature vegetation enclosing parts of 
Bridgend.  
 

4.37 Should this site be removed from the designation, the remaining northern and southern 
parts of the wedge would to continue to serve the purpose of the Green Wedge 
Designation.   
 
Manage urban form through controlled expansion 
 

4.38 Development of the site would form an improved gateway approach to west Bridgend by 
implementing a well-designed edge to the urban form which seeks to soften the arrival to 
west Bridgend. In this sense, development here would represent ‘controlled expansion’. 
  
Safeguard the countryside 
 

4.39 The landscape within which the site is situated has urbanising influences to the east, 
west and south. This erodes its ‘rural countryside’ appearance and instead creates an 
environment which is perceived as a settled landscape or pocket of remnant farmland 
set within an otherwise urban environment to the south in spatial terms. It is anticipated 
that development within this location would constitute as encroachment upon the 
‘countryside’, however there would be greater access to the countryside as a result of the 
proposals also with enhanced connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists, and 
strengthening of the green infrastructure network proposed as part of the emerging 
scheme.  
 
Protect the setting of urban areas 
 

4.40 The setting of Laleston village has already been characterised by post war development. 
In this sense, development of the site is anticipated to make little difference to the 
settlement’s existing setting, particularly given the limited extent to which it would be 
experienced both from within and beyond the settlement extent. 
  

 Assist in urban regeneration and recycling of land 
 
4.41 The site is clearly a greenfield site, with west Bridgend having little in the way of brown-

field land within its settlement boundary to allow for the recycling of land. As such, any 
further development to west Bridgend would inevitably require greenfield land. Land 
parcels already influenced by surrounding urban form, such as the site, should be given 
serious consideration for the delivery of additional housing need. 
 

4.42 Overall, when considering this site for residential and educational use, it is considered 
that, with the sensitive design of any new development, the Green Wedge land remaining 
to the west and south of the site could continue to achieve Green Wedge purposes set 
out in PPW if this remains the strategic spatial aim. 
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Section 5 
Existing (Baseline Conditions): Visual Amenity 

 
 
Introduction 
 

5.1 Visual amenity is about the interrelationship between people’s perceived experience 
within the landscape such as the perceived pleasantness derived from an aesthetically 
pleasing view. Visual effect relates more specifically to the type, number and distribution 
of available views which may be experienced by a given visual receptor (e.g. PRoW user).  
An analysis of visual amenity allows conclusions to be reached about where visual effects 
may be experienced from, by whom; and to what degree those views would be changed 
by the proposed development.  
 

5.2 This section identifies potential views to the site; changes to views brought by the 
proposed development are analysed in Section 6. An analysis of existing views and the 
‘visual receptors’ likely to experience visual change is conducted in three steps described 
in turn below. 
 
 
Step One: Defining Zones of Theoretical and Primary Visibility 
 

5.3 The starting point for an assessment of visual amenity is a computer-generated Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV). The ZTV is derived using digital landform height data only and 
therefore it does not account for the screening effects of intervening buildings, structures 
or vegetation, but it does give a prediction of the areas which, theoretically, may be able 
to experience visual change. 
 

5.4 Findings: Plan EDP 4 illustrates the broad ZTV which is simply based on digital terrain 
modelling (bare earth only).  
 

5.5 The ZTV is then refined by more research to form the Zone of Primary Visibility (ZPV), 
where the site can actually be seen from. In this instance, a field assessment was 
undertaken by a chartered landscape architect in April and Plan EDP 5 shows the refined 
viewpoint selection within the ZPV.  
 

5.6 Beyond the ZPV lies a zone of visibility which is less open, being either partly-screened or 
filtered. Views from within this zone would include the proposal; it may not be 
immediately noticeable, but once recognised would be a perceptible addition to the view.  
 
 
Step Two: Defining Receptor Groups  
 

5.7 Within the ZPV and wider area, the people (‘receptors’) likely to experience visual change 
can be considered as falling into a number of discernible groups which are detailed 
below.  



Parc Llangewydd, Land at West Bridgend 
Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

edp3980_r001a 
 

24 

• Rights of Way Users; 
 

• Road Users; 
 

• Residential Dwelling/Groups; and  
 

• Recreational users of the Laleston Stones Trail and visitors to the Remains of 
Llangewydd Church and Churchyard Scheduled Monument. 

 
 

Visual Baseline 
 
5.8 The general visual baseline of the site – that is the distribution and availability of both 

internal and external intervisibility – is heavily influenced by topography, existing tree 
cover or other landscape features and existing settlement both within the site and in the 
immediate locality. 
 

5.9 Hedge banks and narrow roads with roadside vegetation filter and screen close range 
views within the detailed study area. Similarly, adjacent existing development to the east 
prevents the majority of views from the east. The northern edge of the site prevents any 
open views into the site from this direction, but close range, medium distance and far 
reaching. From beyond 400-500m from the site, local ridgelines in the close to middle 
distance limit views from the south and west, as well as the existing ribbon development 
on the A473 but some medium distance, framed views are available from narrow lanes to 
the west as represented in the viewpoint selection.  
 

5.10 Views to and from the settlement of Laleston are limited by vegetation and topography. 
The un-named country lane on the site’s western edge is lined by robust vegetation and 
the localised changes in topography greatly limit close range views from the west.  
 

5.11 The Bridgend Circular Walk connects to a wider network of paths both north and south of 
the site. Potential views of the site from outside of the are greatly limited by vegetation on 
and adjacent to the site itself as well as in the localised site context. Worst case views 
from the Bridgend Circular Walk will be represented in the viewpoint selection and the 
visual appraisal that follows.  
 

5.12 Desktop research shows that the PRoW network in the detailed study area is relatively 
infrequent. Potential views are generally curtailed by landform and or the screening effect 
of built form and vegetation. PRoW located on land that is at a higher elevation to the site 
are more likely to have potential for views and such views will be touched upon in the 
visual appraisal. 
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Roads Network 
 
5.13 The site is bordered by the A473 to the south, unnamed country lane to the west and 

Llangewydd Road to the north. As previously stated above, the site is accessible from all 
roads.  
 

5.14 The A473 to the south, the unnamed country lane to the west and the Llangewydd Road 
to the north have hedgerows and/or trees either side of the road. The wall and hedgerow 
on the A473 are low enough to permit views into and out of the site from the A473 as it 
passes the site particularly as the landform rises up towards the south-western corner.  
 

5.15 Hedgerow and trees border the un-named country lane to the west and enclose this road 
considerably. It is a narrow single width track with no open views out in any cardinal 
direction. The site is visible through field gates that punctuate the western edge however, 
and at the start of the causeway (byway). This road is also the route of the Laleston 
Stones Trail and the north-western corner of the site is adjacent to a historic place of 
worship containing the publicly accessible scheduled monument.  
 

5.16 Llangewydd Road is also heavily enclosed. Woodland creates a tunnelled effect for users 
of the road and the majority of views would be screened due to the retained wooded 
boundary of the site. There are glimpsed and framed views into grazed fields seen within 
the wood, views as such are discussed in the visual appraisal that follows.  
 

5.17 Views from the roads which are likely to experience the most change will be discussed in 
the visual appraisal in Section 6. 
 

 
Residential Receptors 
 

5.18 Residential receptors are considered to have high sensitivity. There is a relatively small 
group of residential receptors which would experience change as a result of the 
proposals. Those likely to experience the most change are either bordering the site itself 
and have rear or side-on facing dwellings. 
 
Group A – Bryntirion  
 

5.19 Hill View to the south-east - existing properties on Hill View overlook the south-eastern 
site boundary. Open and close range views of the site are available as the boundary 
between the rear facing properties and the site is open.   
 

5.20 Clos Henblas and Old Meadow Hill to the south – some properties forming the edge of the 
modern development c.200m to the south of the site are expected to have views towards 
the proposals from rear facing windows. 
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Group B – Un-named Country Lane 
 

5.21 There are three properties bordering the site’s western edge. The first south facing 
property (front elevation orientated towards the A473) and the south-eastern corner of 
the site is seen in an open view from this dwelling.  
 

5.22 The second property has a north/south aspect and the site is located to the north and 
east of the property. Easterly views are curtailed by a mature tree belt of the property’s 
eastern edge and there is a view of the site available from the northern aspect of the 
house.   
 

5.23 The third property (Ton Phillip) also has a north/south aspect and the site is located on 
three sides of the property. Views outwards are available from most aspects with some 
vegetation of the boundary filtering views. 
 
Group C – Laleston 
 

5.24 Along the A473, the modern detached properties forming a ribbon development on the 
south-eastern edge of Laleston are positioned on elevated land. The rear view of some of 
these properties can be seen in views out of the site (Photoviewpoint EDP 7). These 
residential receptors would have direct views towards the northern fields on site due to 
the orientation of the dwellings.   

 
5.25 A few existing properties on the north-eastern edge of in Laleston c.500m to the west of 

the site (Wind Street area) (Photoviewpoint EDP 8) may have glimpsed views of a small 
proportion of the built form proposed in the north of the site only. Most views from the 
eastern edge of the settlement towards are curtailed completely vegetation or landform.  
 

 
Step Three: Defining Representative Viewpoints 
 

5.26 Within the ZPV, there are clearly many individual points at which views towards the site 
are gained. EDP has selected several viewpoints which are considered representative of 
the nature of the views from each of the receptor groups. The selection of representative 
viewpoints is based on the principle that the assessment needs to test the ‘worst case’ 
scenario, EDP has sought to include: 
 
• A range of viewpoints from all points of the compass; 

 
• A range of viewpoints from within the site (PRoW) as well as on the site boundary, to 

more distant viewpoints as appropriate following refinement of ZTV modelling and on 
site observations; and 

 
• Viewpoints from all the above receptor groups.  
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5.27 10no. photoviewpoints (PVPs) have been selected. Viewpoint locations are illustrated on 
Plan EDP 5 and a summary is provided within Table EDP 5.1. Photosheets from the 
selected viewpoints are contained in Appendix EDP 5.  
 
Table EDP 1: Summary of Representative Photoviewpoints: 

PVP. 
No. 

Location Grid  
Reference 

Distance and 
Direction of View 

Reason(s) for 
Selection and 
Sensitivity of 
Receptor 

1 View from the A473 looking 
north-west towards the site 

288528, 
179961  

c.115m, north-west Road users 
 

2 View from the A473 looking 
north-east towards the site 

287909, 
179836  

c.130m, east Road users 
 

3 View from unnamed country 
lane at the causeway 
informal route looking east 
from the site boundary 

287912, 
180124 

c.0m, east PRoW users 

4 View from the Bridgend 
Circular Walk looking east 
within the site 

287865, 
180212 

n/a PRoW users; Long 
distance walking 
route 

5 View from Llangewydd Road 
looking south-east towards 
the site 

287498, 
180858 

0.m Road users  

6 View from Llangewydd Road 
looking south towards the 
site 

287870, 
180714 

0.m, south Minor road users 

7 View from the Bridgend 
Circular Walk looking south-
west within the site 

287967, 
180523 

n/a PRoW users; Long 
distance walking 
route 

8 View from the PRoW and 
Wind Street in Laleston 
looking north-east towards 
the site 

287351, 
180158 

c.420m, north-east PRoW users; Minor 
road users 

9 View from Roger's Lane at 
the entrance to Laleston 
Cemetery looking south-east 
towards the site 

287116, 
180478 

c.495m, south-east  Road users 

10 View from PRoW looking 
south-east towards the site 

286418, 
180716 

c.1.1km, south-east PRoW users  
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Section 6  
The Proposed Development and Mitigation  

 
 

6.1 Having defined the baseline conditions in the previous two sections, this report now 
reviews the promotional site and (in the next section) undertakes an assessment of the 
likely effects in landscape terms. 
 
 
The Promotional Site 

  
6.2 The masterplan framework for the site is contained at Appendix EDP 1. To summarise, 

masterplan framework comprises: 
 
• Up to 850 residential dwellings - high quality, mixed tenure residential community 

with distinct character areas responding to the site context and creating a sense of 
place. Variation in built form and density, positively fronting streets and areas of 
public open space; 
 

• A new primary school; 
 
• Laleston Meadows SINC woodland and wetland maintained and enhanced; 
 
• Enhanced pedestrian and cyclist connectivity on the western edge of Bryntirion. New 

routes, namely an active travel route and new links to existing routes in the wider 
PRoW network proposed to increase and improve access to the countryside; 

 
• Existing PRoW routes through the site would be maintained on their existing 

alignments or diverted on site to maintain their function and purpose where the 
wider PRoW network is concerned. Part of the Bridgend Circular Walk ‘Laleston Trail’ 
on site cuts diagonally through a field therefore it is considered that realignment on 
this stretch is most practical to adhere to best practice urban design principles; 

 
• A series of public open spaces (POS) dispersed throughout the site for formal and 

informal play/recreation including Local Area for Play (LAP), Local Equipped Area for 
Play (LEAP), Locally Landscaped Area of Play (LLAP) and Natural Play. A trim trail is 
also proposed, linking up a series of open spaces;  

 
• Nearly all existing hedgerows/hedgebanks have been retained as part of the 

proposals. Landscape buffers along retained hedgerows, trees and landscape 
features form the framework upon which the masterplan is evolving for a truly 
multifunctional green network across the site and around the site’s edge; 

 
• Within development parcels, the greening of streets through strategic street tree 

planting, soft landscaping to front gardens and a SABs compliant drainage strategy 
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could be an integrated approach to Green Infrastructure (GI) and improve the street 
scene where built form interfaces with the internal road network; 

 
• Additional tree planting along the western boundary to provide screening from 

existing development to the west; and 
 
• Considerable areas of structural landscape proposals as described below. 
 
 
Overall Landscape Strategy and Mitigation  
 

6.3 The landscape and visual sensitivities of the site have influenced the masterplanning 
process through an iterative process. Thus, the scheme proposals incorporate a degree of 
integrated (or embedded) mitigation designed by EDP to avoid or reduce potential 
landscape and visual effects.  
 

6.4 Extensive new tree planting would create a ‘greenway’ or a green visual edge to the 
proposed development on three sides. The overall principles of the landscape strategy 
are to create a new settlement edge to Bryntirion when viewed from the A473. This edge 
would redefine a new gateway to Bryntirion through considered architectural treatment of 
dwellings set back from the A road and new tree planting along the edge to mirror the 
character of the south side of the road. Landscape buffers have multifunctional roles; as 
well as habitat creation, structural planting would soften the appearance of the built form 
over time to form a soft and sympathetic interface between Bryntirion and the countryside 
to the north-west. 
 

6.5 Although the proposed development would bring the settlement edge further west and 
reduce the gap between Laleston and Bryntirion, the strategic greenway buffer would give 
rise to beneficial effects as the existing settlement edge of Bryntirion features little 
softening along its boundary and exerts an urbanising influence over the adjacent rural 
context. Similarly, in approaching Laleston from the east, the existing ribbon development 
creates a clear visual connection between both settlements when travelling past the site 
along the A473. 
 

6.6 Street tree planting within the proposed development would also assist in creation of a 
‘green neighbourhood’ to assimilate the development into the wider landscape and break 
up the quantum of development in spatial terms.  

 
6.7 To address local planning policy, the following measures would be embedded in the 

overall design concept: 
 

• The Laleston Meadows SINC would be brought into regular long-term management. 
This would protect the visual amenity and landscape character of this northern part 
of the site. A landscape buffer would set development back from the SINC, and 
dwellings would front onto it. The SINC could be used as a mitigation receptor site (in 
ecological terms) and the grazed fields currently within the SINC could be improved 
by the proposals as well as maintained in the long term. The SINC offers a great 
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opportunity for informal and natural play on site provided increased public access 
would not clash with its ecological function; 
 

• The site contains very few of the key characteristics listed in the published 
documents on Laleston SLA. The site has a strong network of hedgerows, some 
which would be lost and the field pattern replaced by urban form. However, the 
retained hedgerows and trees would be protected by landscape buffers and some of 
the character of the SLA within which the site lies would be retained; 
 

• Provision of structural landscaping, a mix of native and non-native trees and shrubs 
proposed throughout the site for biosecurity, diversity of ecosystems and habitat 
creation as well as the visual amenity of future residents. Ares of open space would 
be bolstered by considered structural planting to create an aesthetically pleasing 
urban development which is well integrated with the proposed landscape strategy 
and the settled landscape character currently experienced in the local area; 

 
• Retention of existing landscape features (hedgerows and trees) is a priority of the 

emerging proposals as it forms a desirable strong green framework that links with 
the wider green infrastructure to the north, west and south of the site; 

 
• Adequate replacement planting of local species in appropriate locations to 

compensate for any loss of trees and hedgerows, and enhancement planting; and 
 

• The location of public open space, public footpaths and the street-alignment has 
been designed to protect and reflect local character.  

 
6.8 These embedded mitigation measures have enabled a landscape-led promotional site to 

emerge thus far. In addition to these mitigation measures, that are inherent in the land 
choice and within the proposals as shown on the masterplan, the proposals would 
provide significant benefits for the local community including the provision of housing to 
meet the needs of Bridgend County Borough, formal and informal public open space 
(POS), with new areas of attractive, accessible, linked POS across the site, which would 
be enhanced by sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) features. The detailed design of 
these areas would be crucial to maximising their value for informal recreation, visual and 
wildlife amenity as well as meeting the ecological needs of the site. 
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Section 7 
Appraisal of Potential Landscape and Visual Effects 

 
  

Introduction 
 

7.1 In this section, the potential effects on landscape character and visual amenity are 
summarised. The appraisal uses the thresholds for magnitude, sensitivity and 
significance defined at Appendix EDP 2 as a guide, but moderated where appropriate 
with professional judgement. Professional judgement is an important part of the 
assessment process; it is neither ‘pro’ nor ‘anti’ development but acknowledges that 
development may result in beneficial change as well as landscape harm. The assessment 
also takes account of the likely effectiveness of any proposed mitigation once fully 
matured. 
 
 
Predicted Effects on the Character of the Site  
 

7.2 The proposed development would, inevitably, change the character of the site itself from 
that of a greenfield site on the edge of settlement to being part of the built form itself and 
forming a new settlement edge. Despite this wholesale change of land use, proposals 
have retained a commendable amount of the existing landscape fabric of the site within 
the layout. Furthermore, the design has responded to open space and green edges by 
proposing outward facing edges across the whole scheme. Enhancement of retained 
features is proposed throughout providing buffers to existing landscape features which 
would be managed. This approach would ensure the health and longevity of landscape 
features and provide protection and enhancement to features such as hedgerows, 
hedgerow trees, tree belts and woodland through the incorporation of landscape buffers. 
The majority of landscape features are proposed to be retained and enhanced in the 
masterplan framework appraised. 
 

7.3 There would be adverse landscape effects due to the loss of the open agricultural land as 
well as beneficial effects from the habitat creation and futureproofing the health of the 
retained landscape assets on the site itself. The aesthetics of the built form and the 
landscape strategy, which softens the appearance of the proposed development, would 
round off the settlement edge on a site that is defined by physical boundaries on all 
sides.  
 

7.4 Overall it is anticipated that development, in keeping with the masterplan framework and 
mitigation measures, is anticipated to result in no more than a major/moderate to 
moderate level of effect upon the landscape character of the site itself and the 
immediate site context.  
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Predicted Effects on the Published Landscape Character Area 
 

7.5 The host area which includes the site would be subject to the greatest change and this is 
predicted to diminish due to distance and intervening landform and features. The site is 
within LCA 12 and the Laleston SLA. Predicted effects on the immediate surroundings 
and the wider area are described below. 

 
7.6 Section 4 identifies and describes LCA 12; Newton Down Limestone Plateau which is the 

host character area. 
 

7.7 The site forms a very small part of the host character area. The Bridgend Circular Walk is 
a key characteristic relevant to the site and the adjacent country lanes, settlement 
patterns also contributes to the site’s perceived character. There would be direct 
landscape effects on the Bridgend Circular Walk and possibly on the minor lanes 
adjacent to the site so landscape effects would be experienced at a localised level only. 
The majority of the LCA would not experience direct or indirect landscape effects as a 
result of the proposals. The effects on the host character area are anticipated to be no 
more than minor. 
 

7.8 SLA’s are designated at county level for landscape protection and they are generally 
regarded as high sensitivity landscape receptors.  
 

7.9 Laleston SLA comprises a large area within which the site makes up a very small part. As 
detailed in Section 4, the site possesses few of the key characteristics associated with 
the SLA. Hedgerows and field patterns were the most apparent key characteristics. Arable 
land would be lost as a result of the proposals, but the vast majority of the hedgerow 
network is proposed to be retained and enhanced by the scheme appraised herein.  
 

7.10 Some breaks and removal of internal hedgerows would be required to facilitate a layout 
with good urban design principles. Hedgerow breaks would also be required for access 
and necessary visibility splays would result in the existing rural-edge character being 
changed to urban and ‘built’. 
 

7.11 Effects upon the SLA as a whole are likely to be no more than minor, given the limited 
extent of key characteristics relevant to the site itself as well as the limited intervisibility 
with the site compared to the overall scale of the designation. Local effects may be 
elevated to moderate however where there is intervisibility at close range.   
 
 
Predicted Effects on Visual Amenity 

 
7.12 Section 5 established the visual baseline and identified visual receptors are likely to 

experience the most change as a result of the emerging scheme. Receptor groups are set 
out below: 

 
• PRoW Users; 
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• Road users;  
 
• Visitors to the Remains of Llangewydd Church and Churchyard Scheduled Monument 

on the Laleston Stones Trail; and 
 

• Residential receptors. 
 

7.13 Photoviewpoints 1 to 10 included at Appendix EDP 5 provide a range of ‘representative 
views’ chosen to demonstrate the range and extent of views available of the site which 
visual receptors may experience. Conclusions in respect of likely visual effects are set out 
below are informed based on the site work undertaken by EDP, as experienced in the 
field, and are not a review of the static images which the photoviewpoints offer. Despite 
the site’s relatively open character, visual effects are expected to be contained to within a 
c.500m radius of the site’s boundary for the most part. 

 
Rights of Way Users 
 

7.14 In consideration of receptors of the PRoW network (represented by                        
Photoviewpoints EDP 3, 4, 5, 7, 10), the routes which would experience the greatest 
change as a result of the proposals would obviously be those crossing the site itself.  

  
7.15 Photoviewpoint EDP 4 and 7 represent views from the Bridgend Circular Walk from 

within the site itself and has open views over the majority of the site. As mentioned 
previously, part of the route cuts diagonally through a field (Photoviewpoint EDP 7). 
There would be a direct landscape and visual effect experienced as the route                  
(Laleston Trail) is diverted around the edge of a development parcel and incorporated 
into a green corridor with retained hedgerows bordering the route on the northern side. 
Otherwise the rest of the route within the site would follow the original alignment which is 
set within a proposed green corridor. Development would front onto the route where 
possible and the route would incorporate a trim trail and areas of POS. If sensitively 
designed, it is anticipated that development would have a major/moderate effect upon 
the route as it crosses the site. Anticipated effects beyond the extents of the site are 
greatly reduced however, with only the potential for partial views of proposals as the route 
nears the site from the west due to the wooded northern edge.  
 

7.16 Photoviewpoint EDP 3 represents view from the country lane and the start of                         
the causeway (byway or proposed Y Berth Cross Link) on the western edge of the site. 
Views of the proposals would be close range from the road but as the users of the route 
travel in either direction, the enclosed and sunken nature of the path prevents open 
views of the site. Breaks in the hedge banks are anticipated to facilitate connectivity of 
the parcels at various intervals along the route and the perceived rural feel experienced 
would be altered as a result as in some views. Where breaks are required, the proposals 
would be seen at close range changing the character of the baseline view. Embedded 
mitigation measures aim to keep breaks to a minimum and maintain this route within a 
green corridor character despite the new presence of built form adjacent. Otherwise the 
rest of the route would follow the original alignment set within a proposed green corridor. 
Development would front onto the route where possible and the route would incorporate 
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a trim trail and areas of POS. If sensitively designed, it is anticipated that development 
would have no more than a moderate effect upon the route crossing the site as a whole. 
 

7.17 Photoviewpoint EDP 8 is taken from Wind Street and PRoW on the eastern edge of 
Laleston. The site’s western edge runs parallel to this route at approximately 400m 
distance away. Filtered views of part of the site’s edge are available, these views are 
oblique. Due to the vegetated nature of the intervening landscape between the site and 
the route, the majority of the site is screened in these views. Available views of the 
proposals are likely to be limited to proposals in the most northern field. The proposals 
include a landscaped buffer along this edge so development would be set back and 
softened over time as the landscape matures, furthermore, the topography on site 
plateaus in the northern field suggesting that only dwellings facing the north-western 
edge would be visible in the oblique views. If sensitively designed, it is anticipated that 
development would have no more than a moderate effect upon the route crossing the 
site as a whole. 
 

7.18 Other PRoW falling within detailed study area are located to the south of the A473, and to 
the north-west of Laleston. Photoviewpoint EDP 5 and 10 represent views from PRoW to 
the south and west respectively. For both views, there would not be notable addition or 
fundamental change to the view as a result of the proposals. Landform comprises 
localised ridgelines to the south, and vegetated field boundary and views from the west 
shows a heavily vegetated landscape in the surrounding area and in the wider landscape. 
If developed in similar manner to the masterplan framework, the proposed development 
would have no more than a minor/negligible effect upon these PRoW routes. 
 

7.19 For PRoW users within the wider landscape, the topography as well as the intervening 
mature vegetation and built form make the site difficult to distinguish in far reaching 
views towards the site. Therefore, PRoW routes within the wider landscape are 
anticipated to experience no more than a very low magnitude of change and therefore, a 
minor/negligible level of effect if the scheme is designed sensitively and in keeping with 
the principles of the masterplan framework.  

 
7.20 As the viewpoint appraisal illustrates, visual effects likely to be perceived by the general 

public are nearly exclusively localised, and publicly accessible views are most evident 
within or adjacent to the site.   
 

7.21 From the surrounding rights of way and roads, beyond the site’s edge, visual effects are 
unlikely to cause a notable change for users of PRoW, roads and recreational visitors to 
designated assets such as those adjacent to the site’s northern edge. The vast majority 
of routes containing views are filtered or screened by intervening landscape features, 
primarily hedgerows or localized ridgelines. Given the type of change (i.e. one that is not 
inconsistent with local character), there is a remarkably limited extent of visual change 
considering the scale of development proposed. Although some changes would be 
experienced at close range or within the site itself would be major, the extent of visual 
effects and changes in the wider area would not be considered unacceptable for the 
development proposed. 
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Residential Receptors 
 

7.22 There are 4no. receptor groups identified in Section 5 which are considered most likely to 
experience the worst case visual effects as a result of the current proposals. 
 
Group A – Bryntirion  
 

7.23 Existing properties on Hill View back onto the south-eastern site boundary which is open 
sparsely vegetated. Rear facing views from these properties include views of across the 
southern fields to the ribbon development on the eastern edge of Laleston currently, 
therefore the character of the view is influenced by built form in part however, a major 
level of effect upon these properties would be experienced as the southern part of the 
site would be built out. The proposals include an area of POS in the south-eastern corner 
and it is anticipated that some of the built form proposed would be softened by parkland 
tree planting and the greening of the internal road network. Buffer planting could be 
included in the backs of proposed properties for privacy and separation. 
 

7.24 Some properties on Clos Henblas and Old Meadow Hill to the south of the site are 
expected to have views towards the proposals from rear facing properties where 
northward views are available beyond close board fencing or vegetation. 
 
Group B – Un-named Country Lane 
 

7.25 3no. properties bordering the site’s western edge are likely to experience a reduced level 
of effect due to the orientation of these properties and the reduced visual extent each of 
these have into the site.  
 

7.26 Similar to Hill View, the first south facing property (front elevation orientated towards the 
A473) the proposals in the south-eastern corner of the site in an open view.  

 
7.27 The second property has a north/south aspect and the proposals would be seen at close 

range to the north and east of the property. Easterly views are curtailed by a mature tree 
belt of the property’s eastern edge.   
 

7.28 The third property (Ton Phillip) also has a north/south aspect and the site is located on 
three sides of the property. Views outwards are available from most aspects with some 
vegetation of the boundary filtering views (Photoviewpoint EDP 4). 
 
Group C – Laleston 
 

7.29 The ribbon development along the A473 is positioned on elevated land, and the rear view 
of some of these properties are intervisible with parts of the site (Photoviewpoint EDP 4 
and 7). Residential receptors would have direct views towards the northern fields on site 
due to the orientation of the dwellings.   
 

7.30 A select number of properties on the north-eastern edge of in Laleston are likely to have a 
reduced extent of visibility, with views limited to a proportion of the built form proposed in 
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the north (Photoviewpoint EDP 8). These properties sit at a lower elevation to those 
adjoining the A473 and vegetation intervenes in views of a large proportion of the site. 
Where views are likely, the type of view would most likely show a narrow strip of built form 
on the edge of the proposal although mitigation measures proposed are likely to reduce 
an already filtered view. Most views from the eastern edge of Laleston are curtailed 
vegetation or landform.  
 

7.31 Given the very high sensitivity of residential receptors it is considered that development 
within the site would result in an overall major level of effect upon properties as 
described above, however these would be retained as local in nature with mitigation 
measures in place aiming to set back development and provide landscaped buffers to the 
edge of the site, as well as the addition of tree planting within proposed scheme aiming 
to break up and soften the visibility of new built form for these receptors.  

 
Road Network 
 

7.32 There are 3no. roads bordering the site and road users travelling on these routes are 
likely to experience the most change as a result of the proposals.  
 
A473 to the south 
 

7.33 Photoviewpoint EDP 1 and 2 illustrate views from the A473 in which the southern site 
boundary is seen at close range. New development would be seen clearly at close range 
along this stretch of the road and a new site access would be seen approximately halfway 
along the boundary. On this edge, the proposed ‘greenway’ landscape buffer separates 
the road from the set back development which would be front facing and constitute high 
quality design with architectural integrity. The current character experienced along this 
stretch is already influenced by settlement edge which is openly visible, and urban fringe 
due to the maintained boundary of the site, a trunk road with footpaths on both sides as 
well as street lighting. The new urban character of the site itself would reduce the 
openness experienced along this stretch and the replacement of agricultural fields in this 
area would result in a reduction in the separation between Laleston and Bryntirion. The 
current proposals seek to maintain a distinction in identity between the two settlements 
in terms of architectural style and formation. The landscape strategy seeks to soften the 
appearance of proposed built form to enable the development to settle into its 
surroundings over time as well as creating a new gateway approach to Bryntirion.  
 
Llangewydd Road to the north 
 

7.34 Photoviewpoint EDP 5 and 6 illustrate views from Llangewydd Road. This road is 
enclosed by woodland on both sides and views are almost exclusively curtailed by 
woodland. Where views are available (represented by PVPS) views into the site are short 
distance, filtered and framed by vegetation. The change experienced as a result of the 
proposals is likely to have a beneficial effect on Photoviewpoint EDP 5 as the filtered 
view into the grazed field is likely to be restored to a marshy grassland meadow in 
character with the SINC and built form in the rest of the site is unlikely to perceived from 
this view. Photoviewpoint EDP 5 is also representative of a view experienced by visitors 
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to the Laleston Stones Trail and the remains of Llangewydd Church and Churchyard 
Scheduled Monument which demonstrates the visual effects on visitors to and from the 
monument would be nominal. 
 

7.35 In Photoviewpoint EDP 6 an oblique and filtered view of new development would be 
perceived by users of the road. A very small proportion of proposals would be seen at 
close range, set back and facing one of the narrower parts of the SINC. It is anticipated 
that the proposed landscape strategy would screen the proposals further over time as the 
landscape becomes established. 
 
Unnamed Country Lane to the west 
 

7.36 Photoviewpoint EDP 3 represents a view from the country lane bordering the site’s 
western edge. This lane is enclosed for the most part, except for the few field gates which 
permit framed views into the site. Hedgerows border the lane on both sides and the 
single-track road is rural and sunken. Development would be separated from the lane by 
a landscaped buffer. Front facing built development would be set back from the road 
itself and is anticipated that, with the exception of the breaks in the current hedgerow, 
the majority of the view currently experienced along this road would remain unchanged. It 
is likely that field gates would be replaced by hedgerow planting to enhance the site’s 
edge in any case. 
 

7.37 Road users are not considered to have the same level of sensitivity as users of 
recreational routes such as PRoW or landscapes designated for their scenic beauty for 
instance. Overall, there are very few roads likely to experience visual effects as a result of 
the proposals within the study area. Those described above border the site and are 
anticipated to experience the most change. The visual effects of proposed development 
upon users of the A473 are the worst affected group as the largest proportion of the site 
would be seen from this road, and the boundary permits views into the site at present. In 
these views, the site context is experienced and this influences the type and level of 
change to a degree. Minor roads such as Llangweydd Road and the unnamed country 
lane to the west are likely to be medium in magnitude and therefore no more than a 
moderate/minor level of effect overall, whereas the users of the A473 are likely to 
experience a moderate level of effect. 
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Section 8 
Conclusions 

 
 

8.1 This report has undertaken a review of the circumstances associated with the potential 
development described herein at Parc Llangewydd, west Bridgend. The purpose of the 
appraisal was firstly to inform the design evolution of the scheme which enabled an 
integrated approach to potential landscape and visual opportunities and constraints. The 
emerging scheme has sought to meet the LPA’s need for housing on a site which is 
identified in the Preferred Strategy for the council which suggest that they consider 
development of this site is acceptable in principle.  
 

8.2 The appraisal has demonstrated there are adverse and beneficial landscape effects 
resulting from development of this site. The embedded mitigation and the approach to 
design is considered to minimise adverse effects over time as the proposed landscape 
establishes and overall the predicted effects are not considered unacceptable from a 
landscape and visual perspective in the context of the delivery of a strategic housing site. 
 

8.3 A review of national and local policy, landscape character and visual amenity has been 
undertaken, and the findings confirm that the site relates well both in landscape and 
visual terms to the existing landscape and settlement, and that the site represents a 
logical extension to Bryntirion provided a considered design is sensitive to the site’s 
existing characteristics. The design appraised here in is a well thought out proposal which 
responds sensitively to assets on site such as the Bridgend Circular Walk, the byway, the 
hedgerow network and vegetated site boundaries. As such the proposals put forward at 
this promotional stage are considered to be a thoughtful and easily assimilated future 
development of this site. 
 

8.4 Through consideration of the findings above, it is anticipated that any notable landscape 
and visual effects resulting from the addition of the proposed scheme would be localised 
in extent and contained within a c.400m radius of the site, despite the site’s relatively 
open character.  
 

8.5 Overall is it considered that the masterplan framework proposed for the site has been 
sensitively designed through a landscape and ecology-led approach, with appropriate 
incorporation of mitigation measures in order to address concerns of the site in relation 
to landscape and visual matters. As such, the promotion of this site for residential 
development should be considered an acceptable extension to the existing settlement of 
Bryntirion which would not cause significant or wide-ranging adverse effects upon its 
surrounding landscape context. 
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Appendix EDP 1 
Promotional Document including masterplan framework and                

parameter plans 
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Appendix EDP 2 
Methodology 

 
 

Landscape Resource 
 

A2.1 A description of the baseline character and condition of the different landscape receptors 
(topography and hydrology; landscape fabric and habitats; cultural and historic landscape; 
perceptual and sensory) with comparison against adopted character assessment, other 
published characterisations or, in the absence of these, EDP’s own landscape 
characterisation. Considerations on the value of the landscape are drawn from GLVIA v3 
Box 5.1. 
 
Visual Amenity 
 

A2.2 Visual receptors are identified through theoretical visibility testing, followed by site-based 
recording of actual views and visual amenity. Visual amenity is described from specific 
locations that may also be represented by photoviewpoints. Visual amenity may also be 
described for part or all of a route with reference made to viewpoints that do not have 
views.  
 
 
The Proposed Development 
 

A2.3 Description of the proposed development including – but not limited to – its scale, siting, 
layout and characteristics. This description also includes landscape mitigation measures, 
derived from published landscape character guidelines and, if available, as an illustrated 
plan. 
 
Mitigation  
 

A2.4 Mitigation measures will be described, where relevant, to demonstrate how adverse 
effects can be prevented/avoided, offset or remedied. These may be primary, i.e. 
embedded into the design, part of construction and/or long term operational 
management practices, and/or secondary measures. 
 
 
EDP Assessment of Effects 
 
Landscape 
 

A2.5 Description of the interactions likely to be experienced by the individual dimensions of 
landscape character and how this affects overall landscape character. 
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Visual 
 

A2.6 Description of the interactions likely to be experienced by visual receptors at a specific 
point and/or in the broader context or along a route. 
 

Definition of Effects 

Substantial: 
Changes resulting in a complete variance with the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Major: 
Changes resulting in a fundamental change to the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Moderate: 
A material but non-fundamental change to the landscape resource or visual 
amenity. 

Minor: A slight but non-material change to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Negligible: 
A detectable but non-material change to the landscape resource of visual 
amenity. 

None: No detectable change to the landscape resource or visual amenity. 

Consequence: Effects can be positive, adverse or neutral i.e. if no change arises 

Duration: 
Long term (20+ years); Medium-long term (10-20 years;) Medium term (5-10 
years); Short term (1 – 5 years); Temporary (>12 months); Construction. 

   
EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 

Landscape Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value: Nationally/Internationally designated/valued countryside and landscape 
features; strong/distinctive landscape characteristics; absence of landscape 
detractors. 
Susceptibility: Strong/distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; absence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in excellent 
condition. Landscapes with clear and widely recognised cultural value. 
Landscapes with a high level of tranquillity. 

High 

Value: Locally designated/valued countryside (e.g. Areas of High Landscape 
Value, Regional Scenic Areas) and landscape features; many distinctive 
landscape characteristics; very few landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Many distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; very few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in good condition. 
The landscape has a low capacity for change as a result of potential changes to 
defining character. 

Medium  

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; some distinctive 
landscape characteristics; few landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Some distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; few landscape detractors; landscape receptors in fair condition. 
Landscape is able to accommodate some change as a result. 
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EDP Assessment Terminology and Definitions 

Landscape Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; few distinctive 
landscape characteristics; presence of landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Few distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; presence of landscape detractors; landscape receptors in poor 
condition. Landscape is able to accommodate large amounts of change without 
changing these characteristics fundamentally. 

Very Low 

Value: Undesignated countryside and landscape features; absence of distinctive 
landscape characteristics; despoiled/degraded by the presence of many 
landscape detractors. 
Susceptibility: Absence of distinctive landscape elements/aesthetic/perceptual 
aspects; presence of many landscape detractors; landscape receptors in very 
poor condition. As such landscape is able to accommodate considerable 
change. 

 
Visual Baseline - Overall Sensitivity 

Very High 

Value/Susceptibility: View is designed/has intentional association with 
surroundings; is recorded in published material; from a publicly accessible 
heritage asset/designated/promoted viewpoint; national/internationally 
designated right of way; protected/recognised in planning policy designation. 
Examples: May include views from residential properties, National Trails; 
promoted holiday road routes; designated countryside/landscape features with 
public access; visitors to heritage assets of national importance; Open Access 
Land. 

High 

Value/Susceptibility: View of clear value but may not be formally recognised 
e.g. framed view of scenic value or destination/summit views; inferred that it 
may have value for local residents; locally promoted route or PROW 
Examples: May include from recreational locations where there is some 
appreciation of the visual context/landscape e.g. golf, fishing; themed rights of 
way with a local association; National Trust land; panoramic viewpoints marked 
on OS maps; road routes promoted in tourist guides and/or for their scenic 
value. 

Medium 

Value/Susceptibility: View is not widely promoted or recorded in published 
sources; may be typical of those experienced by an identified receptor; country 
lane routes through rural/scenic areas. 
Examples: May include people engaged in outdoor sport not especially 
influenced by an appreciation of the wider landscape e.g. pitch sports; views 
from country lane routes passing through rural or scenic areas. 

Low 

Value/Susceptibility: View of clearly lesser value than similar views from nearby 
visual receptors that may be more accessible. 
Examples: May include major road routes; rail routes; receptor is at a place of 
work but visual surroundings have limited relevance. 

Very Low 

Value/Susceptibility: View may be affected by many landscape detractors and 
unlikely to be valued. 
Examples: May include people at their place of work, indoor recreational or 
leisure facilities or other locations where views of the wider landscape have little 
of no importance. 
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Magnitude of Change  

(Considers Scale of Proposal/Geographical Extent/Duration and Reversibility/Proportion) 

Very High 

Landscape: Total loss/major alteration to key receptors/characteristics of the 
baseline; addition of elements that strongly conflict or integrate with the 
baseline. 
Visual: Substantial change to the baseline, forming a new, defining focus and 
having a defining influence on the view. 

High 

Landscape: Notable loss/alteration/addition to one or more key 
receptors/characteristics of the baseline; or, addition of prominent conflicting 
elements. 
Visual: Additions are clearly noticeable and part of the view would be 
fundamentally altered. 

Medium 

Landscape: Partial loss/alteration to one or more key 
receptors/characteristics; Addition of elements that are evident but do not 
necessarily conflict with the key characteristics of the existing landscape. 
Visual: The proposed development will form a new and recognisable element 
within the view which is likely to be recognised by the receptor. 

Low 

Landscape: Minor loss or alteration to one or more key landscape 
receptors/characteristics; Additional elements may not be uncharacteristic 
within existing landscape. 
Visual: Proposed development will form a minor constituent of the view being 
partially visible or at sufficient distance to be a small component. 

Very Low 

Landscape: Barely discernible loss or alteration to key components; addition of 
elements not uncharacteristic within the existing landscape. 
Visual: Proposed development will form a barely noticeable component of the 
view, and the view whilst slightly altered would be similar to the baseline.  

Imperceptible 
In some circumstances, changes at representative viewpoints or receptors will 
be lower than ‘Very Low’ and changes will be described as ‘Imperceptible’. 
This will lead to negligible effects. 

 
 
Effects Matrix 
 

A2.7 Based on the judgements above and the description of mitigation, the level of effect is 
assessed in the first year after completion of the development (year 1). This is ‘the worst 
case’ and, if necessary at 15+ years when landscape proposals function more effectively. 
Effects of moderate or higher may be a material consideration. 
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Overall 
Sensitivity 

Overall Magnitude of Change 
Very High High Medium Low Very Low 

Very High Substantial Major 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

High Major 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 

Medium 
Major/-
Moderate 

Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Low Moderate 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Negligible 

Very Low 
Moderate/-
Minor 

Minor 
Minor/-
Negligible 

Negligible 
Negligible/-
None 
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Appendix EDP 3 
Laleston – Bridgend Green Wedge extract from background document 
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Appendix EDP 4 
Phase 1 Habitat Plan  

(edp3980_d008b 28 April 2020 MJC/EWi) 
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Appendix EDP 5 
Photoviewpoints 

(edp3980_d011a 28 April 2020 GY/MD) 
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Plans 
 
 
Plan EDP 1 Site Location  
  (edp3980_d013a 28 April 2020 JTF/MD) 
 
Plan EDP 2 Topographical Relief 
  (edp3980_d014a 28 April 2020 JTF/MD) 
 
Plan EDP 3 Landscape Related Planning Considerations 

(edp3980_d010a 28 March 2020 GY/AD) 
 

Plan EDP 4 Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
(edp3980_d015a 28 April 2020 JTF/MD) 
 

Plan EDP 5 Viewpoint Plan  
(edp3980_d016a 28 April 2020 JTF/MD) 
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