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Introduction

The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) has been commissioned by
Llanmoor Development Co Ltd (‘the Applicant’) to undertake a BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation
to Design, Demolition and Construction compliant survey of trees in relation to the proposed
allocation of Parc Llangewydd, Land at West Bridgend (hereafter referred to as ‘the Study Area’).

EDP is an independent environmental planning consultancy with offices in Cirencester,
Shrewsbury, Cardiff and Cheltenham. The practice provides advice to private and public sector
clients throughout the UK in the fields of landscape, ecology, archaeology, cultural heritage,
arboriculture, rights of way and masterplanning. Details of the practice can be obtained at our
website www.edp-uk.co.uk.

The Study Area is located to the west of Bridgend at the furthest extent of the conurbation, which
is located within the Local Planning area of Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC). It currently
comprises wooded areas and fields under agricultural management.

Methodology and Limitations

The methodology adopted for this survey is based on guidelines set out in BS 5837:2012
Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction, especially Section 4.4, ‘Tree Survey’.
Site trees and other significant vegetation are as noted on the Tree Constraints Plan
(Annex EDP 1) and this data has not been derived from the Topographic Survey, in order to
comply with the recommendations set out in BS 5837:2012, this survey data should be
reconciled with a topographic survey. All surveyed items are detailed in Schedule EDP 1
(Annex EDP 2). No other trees are covered by this survey.

The survey was undertaken using a GPS enabled tablet PC which provides accuracy to within
0.5m. To assist in both the survey and future depiction of the tree population, the survey base
mapping comprised a composite of Ordnance Survey data and high-resolution aerial imagery.

All trees have been visually inspected from ground level unless otherwise stated, with no
climbing or further detailed investigative tests being undertaken. The comments on their
condition are based on observable factors present at the time of inspection. All measurements
are metric and have been recorded in accordance with the measurement conventions set out in
Section 4.4.2.6 of BS 5837:2012.
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Any recommendations given regarding longer-term management are made on the basis of
optimising the life expectancy of site trees, given their current situation and any effects that may
result from the development proposals.

Schedule EDP 1 provides information about the following factors in accordance with
Section 4.4.2.5 of BS 5837:2012:

e Sequential reference number (recorded on Annex EDP 1);

e  Species;

e Height;

e Stem diameter;

e Branch spread;

e Canopy clearance above ground level;

o Life stage;

e Physiological condition;

e  Structural condition;

e Comments/notes;

e Management recommendations (and tree works priority code);

e Estimated remaining contribution;

e  (Category grading; and

e  Root protection radius.

Due to the changing nature of trees and other site circumstances, this report and any
recommendations made are limited to a 24 month period from the survey date. Any alterations
to the Study Area could change the current circumstances and may invalidate this report and
any recommendations made.

Trees are dynamic structures that can never be guaranteed 100% safe; even those in good

condition can suffer damage under average conditions. Regular inspections can help to identify
potential problems before they become acute.
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A lack of recommended work does not imply that a tree is safe and likewise, it should not be
implied that a tree will be made safe following the completion of any recommended work.

The subject trees have not been tagged for identification purposes.

Aims and Objectives

The purpose of this Baseline Note is to:

e Identify principal trees suitable for retention; and

e |dentify the constraints associated with retained trees to inform the design and layout of
any forthcoming proposals and, in turn, inform an Arboricultural Impact Assessment.

Overview of Tree Stock

The survey has identified 41 individual trees, 27 groups of trees and 30 hedgerows, totalling 98

items. Of these 98 items; 11 have been categorised as A, of high quality; 43 have been

categorised as B, of moderate quality; and 44 have been categorised as C and are of low quality.

All surveyed items are as noted on Annex EDP 1 and detailed in Schedule EDP 1 (Annex EDP 2).

Overall the items identified across the Study Area are a mix of values. The category A and B

items are located throughout the Study Area and may constrain the proposals.

Planning Policy Context and Statutory Protection

Planning Policy Wales

The Tree Survey identifies the presence of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, Restored Ancient

Woodland, and Plantations on an Ancient Woodland site within the Study Area. Full information

on these features is provided in Schedule EDP 1. These features have also been illustrated on

Annex EDP 1 found to the rear of this report.

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) provides guidance at paragraph 6.4.26 on the approach to be

adopted in relation to important habitats, including Ancient Woodlands, in the following terms -

relevant extract:

“6.4.26 Ancient woodland and semi-natural woodlands and individual ancient, veteran and

heritage trees are irreplaceable natural resources, and have significant landscape, biodiversity
and cultural value. Such trees and woodlands should be afforded protection from development
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which would result in their loss or deterioration unless there are significant and clearly defined
public benéefits; this protection should prevent potentially damaging operations and their
unnecessary loss. In the case of a site recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, authorities
should consider the advice of NRW. Planning authorities should also have regard to the
Ancient Tree Inventory.”

No further guidance is provided from Natural Resource Wales (NRW), other than that they
recognise the importance of Ancient Woodlands in respect of wildlife, people and the economy.

Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas

Consultation with the online resource of BCBC has ascertained that there are a number of items
within the Study Area formally protected by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). This area has been
depicted on Annex EDP 1 with a yellow outline. This is discussed further in Section 6 below.

The Study Area is not within a designated conservation area.

Site Constraints

As shown by Annex EDP 1, the surveyed items located across the Study Area are items situated
within the agricultural boundaries or for larger wooded areas, with more mature items scattered
throughout.

A number of items are located outside, but adjacent to the Study Area, and therefore these items
are not under the control of the Applicant and require consideration. The above- and
below-ground constraints from off-site items will need to be considered during the design
process.

A number of items are associated with Ancient Woodland, these items should be afforded the
greatest protection throughout the design process and should not be impacted by any
forthcoming proposals.

Furthermore, a number of items, as illustrated on Annex EDP 1, are formally protected by a TPO.
Any works to, or felling of, TPO trees requires a formal application to the Local Planning Authority
(LPA). Alternatively, permission may also be sought through the approval of a tree schedule or
impact assessment as part of an approved, detailed planning application.

The required Root Protection Area (RPA) for each item is as described in Schedule EDP 1
(Annex EDP 2) and is depicted on Annex EDP 1.

edp3980_r002a_TC_fj/fd_280420



Arboriculture Baseline Note

Parc Llangewydd, Land at West Bridgend e
edp3980_r002a 5

7. Conclusion

7.1 The Tree Survey identifies the presence of Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, Restored Ancient
Woodland and Plantations on an Ancient Woodland within the Study Area, as well as a number
of items which are formally protected by a TPO. These items must be prioritised for retention.

7.2 Of the items surveyed, 11 have been categorised as A, of high quality and 43 have been
categorised as B, of moderate quality. These items should also be prioritised for retention, where

practicable.

7.3 The arboricultural constraints information provided within this Baseline Note will feed into the
design and layout of the scheme.

edp3980_r002a_TC_fj/fd_280420
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Annex EDP 1
Tree Constraints Plan
(edp3980_d009b 28 April 2020 GY/TC)
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To conform to BS 5837:2012 and planning validation requirements, this
plan should be reconciled with topographical survey data once it is available.
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