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By Sue Whittaker

2020 has been a very difficult year, but with the
news of a vaccine on the way 2021 is looking much
more promising, allowing us to see loved ones, I
don’t think I’m alone in hoping for that. This is the
first year in the 22 years that I have worked in
Bridgend CBC that we haven’t had a proper
Christmas Do! Christmas greetings to you all and
wishing you all a very Happy 2021!
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SPOTLIGHT: Year in Review
By Gemma Hayne

Well, no-one can say that 2020 has been the year that we expected it to be at the
start. It started out with us celebrating a very successful Jobs Fair in Porthcawl –
with 50 stalls at The Hi-Tide in January, with over 300 people through the door, and
plans to hold more leading up to our annual Jobs Fair in September.
Unfortunately, those plans did not work out, but we have managed to continue
supporting the people of Bridgend, having to change our entire working model to be
able to provide guidance over the phone, text, and email. We have also used social
media to keep in touch – if you haven’t seen our lockdown diaries yet, you can check
them out on our webpage: Employability
We have also been making sure to check in on our partner agencies and job centres
to see how they were doing and what we could do together to make sure any gaps
were covered. It was great to be able to see our colleagues in other local authority
areas over Microsoft Teams or Google Meets and share our experiences in how we
are working.
So, thank you everyone for all your support this year! From January to end of
November this year, we have helped 1192 people from Bridgend engage on our
programme; 362 people have achieved qualifications and 330 have gone into work.
And our support does not have to stop as soon as a person starts work, 40 people
who are already in work have also been supported with mentoring. Despite the
challenges, our teams and our participants have had some fantastic achievements
this year, and you can read all about some of them in this newsletter.
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Virtual World - Courses and Walks
By Gemma Hayne

One of the achievements from our team this year is
the 'Walk Around Wales' challenge we undertook in
November. We set ourselves the ambitious target of
walking the circumference of Wales in our daily
steps - 1047 miles! This was in aid of Bridgend
Foodbank as they have been very busy this year.
We were dedicated to the task and actually ended up
hitting our target within 2 weeks! So, we went
around a second time and we raised £187.50 in
donations. They are always grateful for donations,
and if you are able to help, the link is here
With training providers closed or limited in what
they can offer, we have also had to source new
online courses so that participants were still able to
get the qualifications they needed.
One of the most significant courses we have used
this year was a bespoke course for COVID Awareness
through CCE Training. They combined COSHH and
Infection Control qualifications to help employees
going back to work after lockdown to be more
informed about what was necessary to return safely.
This was as part of suite of support provided by
Bridgend County Borough Council.
We have also found 143 other courses such as Food
BCBC Poster given on completion of training

Hygiene, First Aid and Digital Literacy. This last one
has been very important as many people - including
some of us on the team, had to learn to use new

"I want to say a huge Thank You, to

digital tools to be able to do these activities. Now

you and Bridgend Employability for

that providers have opened up again, our training

raising money on behalf of

offer has expanded - so get in touch to see what we

Bridgend Foodbank."

can offer you!

- Tricia Davies, Manager Bridgend Foodbank
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Tasty Treats for Christmas
By Gemma Hayne

While we have all been staying home, lots of us have
been trying new hobbies including cooking - there
are a million photos of banana bread out there!

@EmployabilityBridgend
@EmployaBridgend

However, we know that not everyone has lots of
ingredients or specialist equipment on hand. So, our
NET team have been coming up with recipes that are
as simple and easy to make as possible.
I can personally vouch for how good the fudge recipe
above is! There will be more, and our hope is that we

"It's a great way to create

will partner with the Bridgend Local Area Food

lovely tasting treats simply."

Pantries in the new year to make recipes out the of

- Maxine Barrett, NET Co-ordinator

the weekly food bags. They are a great resource for
people who are struggling. Check out our social
media for their information.
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Getting the Spark Back
By Michelle Broome

Elaine has been supported by Employability
Bridgend for several years, on various projects,
and has made excellent progress in her career
goals. She is currently completing a variety of
courses with the support of Working Skills for
Adults and Nurture, Equip, Thrive.
Elaine was an extremely confident individual
when working as an entertainer at a holiday
park - she is a very talented singer and enjoys
making other people happy. Since those days,
Elaine felt she had lost her spark.

She signed up to Employability Bridgend and she was given the opportunity to discover
what she wanted in life, and to trial out career opportunities by volunteering as a
Health Care Assistant, which turned in to full-time employment.
She struggled with her confidence but looked upon her career goals as confidence
builders. Elaine chose the Health Care route due to her fondness for making people
happy with her caring nature. During her placement, she used her artistic talents to
brighten people’s days as a Carer and then as a Play Support Assistant in a school club.
During lockdown, Elaine felt that she wanted to have a better understanding of the
needs of the individuals that she had been working with before lockdown. Elaine
decided to pursue an online Level 2 Award in Behaviour that Challenges in Children and
Young Adults. During these uncertain times she had a little set back with her wellbeing,
and she felt that completing her course gave her a goal and a focus.

Elaine has turned a negative in to a positive and is in the process of re-building her
spark and doing a fantastic job at it. Elaine is currently continuing to help others, and
herself, by using social media as a platform to motivate others with positive and
motivational videos.
Elaine says “Employability Bridgend have gone above and beyond for me especially
Michelle, who kept pushing me forward and encouraging me with the qualifications I had…
The best thing for me was to do time management fitting it in between home-schooling my
young daughter… My knowledge and experience has come along way and I can’t thank the
company enough for giving me this opportunity!”
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What Next?
By Gemma Hayne

For December we are looking at what we can do to
make it as fun as possible with Christmas
activities such as favourite Christmas film and
even an Employability Bridgend Christmas song!
Members of the team have sung a line of Rockin'
Around the Christmas Tree - check out our social
media to see if were any good!!
Then there are the Christmas NETWalks, where
there are posters with iconic Christmas characters
to be found. These are self-led walks that all the
family can join in on - something healthy and fun

Locations confirmed so far are:
Newbridge fields, Brackla, Cefn Glas,
Maesteg Welfare Park, Blaengarw
Cycle Path - more to follow.

to do outside!
As we plan for the next few months, we have to
balance our desire to get out there and see people
face-to-face and the need to be careful. We are
hoping to be able to rent out some more spaces in
Bridgend, Porthcawl and Maesteg to be able to meet
people safely. We will keep you up-to-date on that.

We are also looking at working with Digital
Communities Wales to be able to offer laptops on

For more information
or to contact us:
www.bridgend.gov.uk/employability
01656 815317
employability@bridgend.gov.uk
@EmployabilityBridgend

loan to a limited number of eligible participants, to
help those that are struggling with digital poverty.
Until however we see you next - stay safe!

@EmployaBridgend

