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I was made redundant from one of the factories and I’m thinking, I need a change.
I’ve always cared about people so I thought, this is something I’d like to try and that’s where I am eleven years later.
I’d never get up and think “oh my goodness me, I’ve got to go to work today”, I enjoy meeting people, if I get them to smile every day, that’s my job done. 
You know, I may not be the best washer of them all, but at least I get them to smile and they have had company through the day. 
We do all aspects of personal care, moving and handling, moving people around, kitchen skills, and bathing, everything that is required to live independently in the house.
I can arrange my whole year around working for the council because we have a yearly rota, so I can tell you what I’m going to be doing from month to month. 
At first I was put off when I was looking through the council for jobs because most of the jobs were 15 hour contracts, 20 hour contracts and I thought “oh I’ve always worked full time” but there’s not very many weeks where I don’t work over 25, 30 hours a week, which is plenty. 
It’s a wonderful job, you get so much satisfaction out of seeing people being a little bud and then just growing like a flower, it’s wonderful.
We’re only short term, but there’s obviously so many different jobs within it, there’s short term, there’s long term and every day is job satisfaction for me, it makes me feel good about myself.
The job is really, really flexible, you can just do a couple of hours in the morning or you can do an evening shift because in one of the teams under Community Resources that’s what they do, they do a morning shift or they do an afternoon shift which is suitable for people with children. 
The people I work with are wonderful, there’s always somebody at the end of the phone. We have good training, I’ve done my QCF level three, which I would never have done before.
You learn something new every day, even now I’m eleven years in and I still learn something new every day and that’s the good part about this job. 
They build you and build you and build you and get you as experienced as possible. 
I think this job is suitable to everybody, male, female, young, or old because we were all different and we are needed.

