
What is happening now?
Bridgend County Borough Council has prepared Pre-Deposit Proposals for the LDP. The 
proposals contain information about important national, regional and local planning issues, 
gathered through established evidence and local consultation.

This information has been used to develop a vision, strategic objectives and a preferred strategy for the LDP, 
which would be implemented through the development of strategic policies. 

The council has agreed how much development should take place up to 2021 and generally where in the county 
borough development should take place. 

Now we want to know what YOU think about it.
Please note that as the proposals are strategic at this stage, the document does not currently allocate specific 
boundaries for towns and villages. 

It also does not contain detailed policies for managing developments or detailed land use allocations, although it 
does feature significant strategic development proposals that help to fulfil the aims of the strategy.

All of these matters will be included in the full (deposit) Bridgend Local Development Plan which is scheduled to 
be produced in 2010.

Turn over to find out more.

What is the Local 
Development Plan?
The Local Development Plan (LDP) is a 
statutory document which sets out the 
council’s planning policies for how land will 
be used in Bridgend County Borough up until 
the year 2021. 

As well as guiding and promoting development which 
is in the public interest, the LDP will be used when 
making decisions over planning applications.

The policies will cover how land is allocated for 
different types of development such as housing, retail, 
education and open space. They will also provide 
criteria for assessing individual proposals.

As a result, the LDP could potentially have a direct 
effect on the lives of every resident of Bridgend County 
Borough, and major implications for landowners  
and developers.
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Welcome
to the first edition of Planning Our Future, 
a newsletter created by Bridgend County 
Borough Council to keep residents informed 
about the progress of the Bridgend Local 
Development Plan.

The Local Development Plan will determine what 
developments will take place in Bridgend County 
Borough up until the year 2021. Please take a few 
moments to read this newsletter and tell us what  
you think.

This first issue of Planning Our Future focuses on 
public consultation for the Local Development Plan’s 
Pre-Deposit Proposals, a document which outlines 
the plan’s vision, objectives and preferred strategy.

The following is a summary of the contents of the 
proposals. It provides details about where you can 
view the documents and explains how you can give 
us your comments.
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Two: To protect and enhance 
the environment
The objectives for this theme are:

•  To promote, conserve and enhance the natural, historic 
and built environment of Bridgend County Borough.

•  To tackle the sources of poor surface water and air 
quality.

•  To manage development in order to reduce or mitigate 
against the risk and fear of flooding.

•  To meet the council’s commitments for mineral 
resources, waste management and waste disposal.

•  To contribute towards the energy needs of Wales with a 
focus on the promotion of renewable energy.

The LDP strategy requires:

•  The protection of sites and buildings that are of 
acknowledged natural, built and historic interest.

•  The safeguarding of areas of aggregates and coal 
resources.

•  Bridgend County Borough to meet its contribution to 
regional and local waste facilities.

•  That Bridgend County Borough contributes towards the 
country’s energy requirements.

Three: To spread prosperity 
and opportunity through 
regeneration
The objectives for this theme are:

•  To build a more diverse, dynamic and self-reliant 
economy and business environment.

•  To provide a realistic level and variety of employment 
land.

•  To bring the benefits of regeneration to valley 
communities by directing new development to those 
areas at an appropriate scale. 

•  To create sustainable destinations which capitalise 
upon the environmental assets and tourism potential of 
the area. 

•  To enable Bridgend town to become an attractive and 
successful sub-regional retail and commercial centre.

•  To support realistic and viable town and district centres 
•  To protect and promote the role of smaller shopping 

centres and freestanding local shops. 

The LDP strategy requires:

•  The identification and protection of 160 - 170 hectares 
of employment land.

•  The direction of new retail and leisure development 
to the town and district centres of Bridgend County 
Borough.

•  The encouragement of high quality sustainable tourism.

Four: To create safe, healthy 
and inclusive communities
The objectives for this theme are:

•  To provide a land use framework that recognises 
the needs of deprived areas within Bridgend County 
Borough, and which gives those communities the 
opportunities to tackle the sources of their deprivation.

•  To ensure that there is equality of access to community 
services for all sectors of the community.

•  To deliver the level and type of residential development 
to meet the identified needs of Bridgend County 
Borough, ensuring that a significant proportion is 
affordable and accessible to all.

•  To provide for the required quantity and range of 
accessible leisure, recreational, health, social and 
community facilities throughout Bridgend County 
Borough.

The LDP strategy requires:

•  That 8,100 new market and affordable dwellings be 
accommodated during the LDP period.

•  The retention of existing community uses and facilities 
and the development of new ones where needed.

•  That new development is accompanied by an 
appropriate level of infrastructure.

Delivery 
The successful delivery of the LDP 
strategy relies on three elements. 

Firstly, it relies on the implementation 
of four key strategic regeneration 
growth areas which will deliver a range of mixed-
use developments and facilities at:

•  Porthcawl - including the 7 Bays Project: Porthcawl 
Waterfront.

•  Maesteg and the Upper Llynfi Valley - including the 
Maesteg Washery and former Coegnant Colliery site.

•  The Valleys Gateway - including a range of inter-
related private and public opportunities from Tondu 
westwards to Bryncethin. 

•  Bridgend - including Parc Derwen and the Brackla 
Industrial Estate, north east of the town, a new 
secondary school at Brackla and Parc Afon Ewenni, a 
gateway redevelopment site along the A473/A48, to the 
south.

Secondly, it relies on the development 
of four strategic employment sites at Ty 
Draw, Island Farm, Brocastle and Pencoed Technology 
Park, capitalising on their accessibility to the M4 and the 
strategic highway network.

Thirdly, it relies upon the delivery of 
other targeted regeneration projects, 
especially in the Ogmore and Garw Valleys, Pyle/Kenfig/
Cornelly and Pencoed.

Local Development Plan Strategy
Vision
Bridgend County Borough Council’s 
land use vision for the LDP is that:
“By 2021, Bridgend County Borough 
will be transformed to become a 
sustainable, safe, healthy and inclusive 
network of communities comprising 
strong, interdependent and connected 
settlements with improved quality of life 
and opportunities for all people living, 
working, visiting and relaxing in the area.
The catalysts for this transformation  
will be: 
•  a successful regional employment, 

commercial and service centre in 
Bridgend

•  a vibrant waterfront and tourist 
destination in Porthcawl

• a revitalised Maesteg
• thriving Valley communities”

 Themes
The Pre-Deposit Proposals are based 
around the following four themes 
derived from the Bridgend Community 
Strategy.

One: To produce high quality 
sustainable places
The objectives for this theme are:

•  To promote Bridgend town as a regional hub and the 
key principal settlement.

•  To revitalise Maesteg by recognising its role as the 
principal settlement serving the Llynfi Valley.

•  To realise the potential of Porthcawl as a premier 
seaside and tourist destination. 

•  To realise the strategic potential of the Valleys 
Gateway to provide for future development and 
facilities serving the whole of Bridgend County 
Borough.

•  To reduce traffic growth, congestion and commuting 
levels while promoting the safe and efficient use of 
the transport network through integrated transport 
solutions and measures.

The LDP strategy requires:

•  All development to meet sustainable place making 
principles.

•  All development to meet strategic transport planning 
principles.
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Bridgend LDP Pre Deposit Proposals Strategic Diagram
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Tell us what you think
We want to hear what you think about these proposals. There are a number of ways that you can see the full 
plans and documents and ask questions to find out how they will affect you. 

Please read the full documents before responding to the consultation and making your views known.

The consultation period runs from 12 February to 5.00pm on 31 March 2009.

LDP exhibitions
Come along and see the LDP exhibition which will be touring Bridgend County Borough during the consultation 
period with displays and information on the proposals. 

Community drop-in sessions
For a more in-depth look at the proposals, come along to one of our community drop-in sessions. Officers will be 
available to sit down and go through the proposals with you in detail, discuss how the proposals will affect you and 
answer any questions that you may have.

Where can I see the plans in full?
The full documentation is available at the following locations: 

•  On the planning pages of the council’s website, www.bridgend.gov.uk/planning 
•  At your local library.
•  At the council’s Customer Service Centre in the Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend.

How can I give my views?
There are a number of ways you can give your views on the proposals:

•  You can complete a questionnaire that will be available where the plans are available to view and at the 
exhibitions and drop-in sessions.

•  You can visit www.bridgend.gov.uk/planning and fill in and submit the questionnaire online or download the 
form to post.

•  Email your comments directly to planning@bridgend.gov.uk
•  Fax your comments to 01656 643190.
•  Write to: Group Manager - Development, Bridgend County Borough Council, Civic Offices, Angel Street, 

Bridgend, CF31 4WB.

All responses must be received by 5.00pm on 31 March 2009.

What are the next steps?
Once the consultation period has ended, all comments will be presented to Bridgend County Borough Council 
and any appropriate changes will be made to the preferred LDP strategy. 

The final strategy will be incorporated into the full Bridgend Local Development Plan. This will then be subject to 
another period of public consultation in 2010. 

If you require further information, or have any questions, please contact the 
Development Planning team on 01656 643670 or email planning@bridgend.gov.uk

How to get involved with the 
Local Development Plan consultation

Date Location Time
Monday 16 February Ynysawdre Pool 11am - 7pm
Tuesday 17 February Pencoed Welfare Hall 11am - 4.30pm
Wednesday 18 February Pyle Life Centre 11am - 6pm
Monday 23 February Blaengarw Workmen’s Hall 11am - 6pm
Tuesday 24 February BAVO, Commercial Street, Maesteg 11am - 4.30pm
Thursday 26 February Ogmore Life Centre 11am - 6pm
Saturday 28 February Porthcawl Tourist Information Centre 11am - 4pm
Friday 6 March Civic Offices, Customer Service Centre 11am - 7pm

Date Location Time
Saturday 14 February Tesco, Maesteg 9am - 5pm
Friday 20 February Bridgend Bus Station 9am - 6pm
Saturday 21 February Rhiw Shopping Centre, Bridgend 9am - 5.30pm
Friday 27 February Porthcawl Tourist Information Centre 9am - 4.30pm
Monday 2 March Pontycymmer OAP Centre, Oxford Street 9am - 6pm
Tuesday 3 March Noddfa Chapel, Caerau 9am - 5pm
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