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1.  Introduction 

1.1. White Consultants were appointed on 18 September 2018 by Geraint John 
Planning on behalf of local landowners Mr Thomas, Mrs Rees and Mr and Mrs 
Grant to undertake a landscape and visual appraisal of land adjacent to the A48.  

1.2. The site is being considered for residential-led mixed-use as part of a review of 
the Bridgend adopted LDP. This report forms part of an overview of the site’s 
opportunities and constraints to form part of the candidate site submission.  

1.3. The brief requires a headline desk-based landscape and visual appraisal of the 
character of the site and surrounds, capturing any designations within or 
adjacent to the site, along with identifying a small number of viewpoints of the 
site for assessment/comment.  

1.4. The site owned by the landowners is split into two parts separated by the A48 
and defined by red lines on Figure SW1. The adjacent site to the south adjacent 
to the M4, and delineated by a yellow line, is also being considered as part of 
the review. This report treats both as one, calling them 'the site'.  

1.5. An area of around 2 km radius from the edges of the site has been studied. This 
is the area where there may be most potential for significant adverse visual 
effects. The site is likely to be visible beyond 2km (to the north and west) but 
effects are less likely to be significant. 

1.6. The method used takes into account the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
Assessment, Third Edition, 2013 (GLVIA 3). However, this is a preliminary 
appraisal and not a landscape and visual impact assessment, so a proportionate 
approach has been taken in considering the key landscape and visual issues. At a 
later stage it may be appropriate to undertake a fuller assessment. Other 
guidance taken into account includes: 

 LANDMAP information Guidance Note 3, NRW/CCW, June 2010 

 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, 
October 2014. 

 Bridgend policies and reports eg Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) report 

1.7. A chartered landscape architect with over 30 years experience has carried out 
this appraisal. 

1.8. The report covers the key landscape policies (2.0), describes the site and the 
landscape context and issues (3.0), considers visual receptors and issues (4.0) 
and briefly summarises the report (5.0. In the appendices there are LANDMAP 
aspect area descriptions (Appendix A), a Landscape Character Area description 
(Appendix B) and Special Landscape Area descriptions (Appendix C). 

 

2. Policies and designations 

2.1. The relevant local planning document is the Bridgend Local Development Plan 
2006 – 2021 adopted September 2013.  

2.2. The key relevant landscape-related policies include: 

 SP4 – Conservation and enhancement of the natural environment 

 ENV1– Development in the countryside 

 ENV3- Special Landscape Areas 



Preliminary Landscape and Visual Appraisal                                                                                  Land south of the A48, Pyle 
 

 

White Consultants     3              Final/7 November 2018 

 ENV5- Green Infrastructure (GI)  

2.3. Nature conservation and historic environment policies are also relevant as they 
relate to the adjacent areas and nearby features. 

2.4. SLA policy ENV3 is relevant as the south eastern part of the site lies within 
Laleston SLA (see Appendix B). The policy states that development will only be 
permitted where: 

1) It retains or enhances the character and distinctiveness of the SLA 

2) The design of the development reflects traditions of the locality in its form, 
materials and details, and/or assimilates itself into the wider landscape; and 

3) The proposed development is accompanied by a landscape assessment which 
takes into account the impact of the development and sets out proposals to 
mitigate any adverse effects. 

2.5. Kenfig Burrows SLA lies to the west at around 2km distance. This is also an SSSI 

2.6. The site does not lie within any national landscape designation such as National 
Park or Area of Outstanding Beauty.  

2.7. Statutory access land and common lies: 

 On the site in a small triangle to the south of Stormy Farm (although this 
needs to be verified as it is enclosed and used as improved pasture). 

 At Stormy Down Common adjacent to the east  

 On Cefn Cribwr ridge 1km to the north east. 

 At Kenfig Burrows 2km to the west. 

2.8. There are no Scheduled Monuments on site. The nearest is Stormy Castle (a 
motte) which is around 350m to the east. This is not publicly accessible. 

2.9. There are no listed buildings on the site. The nearest lie at Pyle Calvinistic 
Methodist Chapel within housing to the west (430m) and accommodation bridge 
to the north (300m away). There are no Conservation Areas within the site or 
2km radius study area. 

2.10. The nearest Historic Park and Garden is at Tythegston which is just over 2km 
away and is not intervisible with the site over the plateau top.  

2.11. To the north beyond the railway, Frog Pond Wood is a nature reserve and SSSI. 
Stormy Down is also a Site of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC). 

2.12. Public rights of way (PROW) cross the site:  

 To the east between A48 and Stormy Farm. 

 North south between the A48 near Pyle to a farm track bridge over the 
M4. 

 

3. Site, landscape context and issues 

The site 

3.1. The site itself forms north facing arable and improved pasture slopes falling from 
Stormy Down at around 95m AOD in the south east corner down to around 45m 
AOD on the northern edge. The field pattern is a mix of irregular and regular 
small-medium fields with mainly trimmed hedges and very few trees. There are 
some outgrown hedges within the site to the north west. There are maturing 
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trees associated with the A48 road corridor, some of which are pines, and on the 
M4 embankment to the south. There are discontinuous trees and outgrown 
native shrubs on the A4229 to the west. Trees and scrub lie on the northern 
boundary adjacent to the railway. There is a wind turbine in the field in the 
south eastern corner adjacent to the common and M4.  

Landscape Character context 

3.2. The relevant landscape context reports and other information includes: 

 National Landscape Character Assessment, 2013 

 LANDMAP website (and Lle) 

 Designation of Special Landscape Areas, March 2010 

 Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough, July 2013 

 Neath Port Talbot LANDMAP Landscape Assessment, December 2004 

3.3. This initial appraisal looks at the defined LANDMAP and character areas in which 
the site lies. 

National Landscape Character Areas 

3.4. The site is covered by two National Character Areas (NCAs). NCA 38: Swansea 
Bay covers the vast majority of the site. This area includes Llanelli and Swansea 
to the west and Neath, Port Talbot, Pyle and Porthcawl to the east. NCA 36: The 
Vale of Glamorgan covers the north eastern corner and runs close to the eastern 
boundary to the south. This includes the rural Vale, Cowbridge and Bridgend. 
These areas form the broad brush context but it is interesting to note that the 
site is considered to be in NCA 38 rather than NCA 36.  

LANDMAP 

3.5. The site is located within the following LANDMAP aspect areas. The value and 
management parts of the assessment are discussed as the elements of 
description are generally encapsulated in the Landscape Character Area (LCA)  
assessment described below. Full LANDMAP descriptions are in Appendix A. 

 

Area in which 
site located 
prefixed by 
CYNON.... 

Overall 
value  

Value and relevant management 
recommendations 

Comment 

VS825 Newton 
Down 

Moderate The overall evaluation states that 
'The area is relatively unspoilt with 
some attractive views outwards'.  

Attractive views are to the coast 
and Cefn Cribwr. Detractive views 
include to the M4. The quarries and 
disused airfield to south are 
mentioned as detractors. The M4 
and A48 are stated as having a noise 
and visual influence. 

Management recommendations are 
maintaining field boundaries so they 
are well maintained and not over 
cut back, and ensuring screening to 
areas such as the stone quarry.  

 

The description 
only mentions the 
plateau and slopes 
to the south/coast, 
not the northern 
slopes which apply 
to the site. The 
detractors have 
now been joined by 
wind turbines on 
the plateau top. 
Woodland is 
generally effective 
as screening the 
quarries. 
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Area in which 
site located 
prefixed by 
CYNON.... 

Overall 
value  

Value and relevant management 
recommendations 

Comment 

HL973 Cornelly 
to Laleston 

Outstanding The overall evaluation  states that 
this is a 'remarkably rich multi – 
period landscape represented by 
prehistoric funerary monuments and 
hill forts, Roman occupation sites, 
substantial remains of mediaeval 
castles, monastic granges and relict 
settlements and field systems'.  

In terms of survival, elements 
include Stormy Castle which lies to 
the east and is the remains of a 12th 
century motte. The remains of a 
monastic grange and settlement 
enclosures lie on Stormy Down. 

These features do 
not appear to apply 
directly to the site 
itself although the 
field systems and 
other 
archaeological 
need to be 
investigated.  

The features to the 
east need to be 
taken into 
consideration. 

GL045 
Porthcawl/N. 
Cornelly 

Outstanding The overall evaluation states that 
this is an 'important area of 
Carboniferous limestone, and 
conformably overlain by Triassic, 
includes nationally important site 
for Triassic geology at Stormy Down 
SSSI, also four RIGS for 
Carboniferous stratigraphy'.  

The site lies on this 
geology but it is 
not exposed within 
it- the sites of 
interest lie to the 
east including 
quarries and an M4 
cutting. 

LH030 Moderate The overall evaluation states 
'generally low value habitat, small 
areas of broadleaved woodland and 
marshy grassland add some value as 
do areas of hedgerow'.  

The site has a 
number of 
hedgerows, some 
outgrown and a 
small area of 
broadleaf 
woodland to the 
north. These need 
to be retained 
where possible as 
part of the layout 

CL021 Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Rural Landscape 

High The overall evaluation states that it 
is 'high as an evolved historic 
landscape containing many 
examples of human cultural activity 
from prehistory to the present, 
threatened in the 21st-century by 
overdevelopment'. In terms of rarity 
it notes that 'this portion of the 
Vale is subordinate to the better-
known and better regarded southern 
and eastern sectors'. The description 
notes that 'the cultural essence of 
the landscape is intolerant to 
further encroachment by 
development.'  

The Cultural 
landscape tends to 
be less precise 
than the other 
aspects but this 
statement 
emphasises that 
any proposed 
development would 
need to be 
sensitive and 
respond to the 
cultural/historic 
features of this 
landscape. 
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Bridgend Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) 

3.6. The site lies within LCA 12: Newton Down Limestone Plateau. This is a large, 
varied  LCA between Pyle and Bridgend containing plateau top, sides and 
lowland, and traversed by the M4 and A48. It is based largely on Newton Down 
Visual and Sensory LANDMAP aspect area. The full LCA description is in Appendix 
B. 

3.7. The key characteristics relevant to the site include:  

 Improved pasture with some fields of arable cultivation.  

 Closely trimmed hedgerows dividing a regular pattern of medium/large 
fields on the plateau. 

3.8. The key LCA sensitivities relevant to the site with comments in italics are: 

 The open, elevated downland which provides strong intervisibility with 
other landscapes in the County Borough- the site is overlooked by Stormy 
Down to the east and Cefn Cribwr to the north. 

 Important patches and semi-natural habitat- again Stormy Down lies to 
the east and there is woodland on the northern edge of the site. 

 Nationally important historic features including prehistoric sites- Stormy 
Castle scheduled monument is a national designation and lies to the east 
as well as Stormy Down relict medieval settlement and grange. It is not 
clear if the site has any remnant field systems associated with the 
monastic grange on Stormy Down.  

 Lightly settled landscape with strong rural character- the site is open and 
rural with one farmstead. 

3.9. Guidelines to protect and conserve include: 

 Protect long views to and from the elevated, open landscape including to 
the coast northwards towards Cefn Cribwr- the site reaches the plateau 
top at 95mAOD and so is intervisible with land to the north east and 
west and close by locally to the south (M4 and a small length of PROWs). 
It also lies adjacent to Stormy Down which is higher. 

 Protect the landscape's lightly settled character avoiding further 
development on the most prominent hill summits- the site does reach hill 
summits when viewed from the north and west.  

3.10. Guidelines to manage and enhance include: 

 Provide ecological connections between fragmented sites where 
opportunities allow- there is an opportunity for the site to link higher 
value ecological areas adjacent eg Stormy Down to the east and Frog 
Pond Wood Local Nature Reserve/SSSI to the north of the railway. 

 Manage hedgerow field boundaries, replanting lost or gappy hedges to 
strengthen field patterns- there is an opportunity to improve some 
hedges building on them as green infrastructure corridors. 

3.11. It should be noted that to the south of the M4 the plateau top is capped with a 
series of woodland areas. This contrasts with the openness of the site and there 
may be an opportunity to bring a wooded character to the upper parts of the 
site to complement this and form a stronger skyline and backcloth.  

3.12. To the north and west the settlements of Pyle and North Cornelly lie outside 
LCAs.The adjacent LCA to the north east bounding the corner of the site is LCA 
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15:Cefn Cribwr ridge and settled farmland. This has a distinct ridge character 
and sandstone geology which is different from the limestone of the site. The LCA 
to the west beyond M4 junction 37 is LCA 13: Porthcawl coastline and settled 
farmland. This is lowland generally orientated towards coast, skirting around the 
plateau to the south. 

 

Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) 

3.13. As mentioned above, SLA 7: Laleston lies between Pyle and Bridgend and the 
fields within the site south of Stormy Farm and east of the A48 lie within it (see 
Appendix C for full description). The need for the SLA is defined as open 
agricultural landscape adjacent to Bridgend and crossed by major transport 
routes with potential pressure for further development to the west of Bridgend. 
It is stated to be a coherent area as a distinct plateau landscape rising to 100m 
AOD.  

3.14. Its primary landscape qualities and features relevant to the site include: 

 The distinctive plateau area 

 Mixed farmland with fields enclosed by hedgerow boundaries 

 M4, A48 and Swansea – Paddington railway line which create local 
corridors of visual and sensory detraction. 

3.15. Development would change the character of the plateau area if located on the 
higher ground and the mixed farmland character, although hedgerow boundaries 
may be retained in part.  

3.16. The key policy and management issues include the mitigation of visual and 
sensory detractors.  

3.17. The eastern tip of SLA6: Kenfig Burrows lies just within 2km of the site but it's 
qualities are unlikely to be adversely affected due to distance and the 
intervening settlement. 

Issues 

3.18. The key landscape issues to take into consideration in master planning are as 
follows: 

 The SLA potentially limits development especially to the south and careful 
treatment is needed. To meet policy, the development should assimilate 
itself into the wider landscape and include proposals to mitigate any 
adverse effects. 

 The site forms the north western corner of the limestone plateau and its 
convex slopes create a substantial change in level. There are three high 
gently crowned points along the southern edge and gentle ridges running 
north and north west. These form the skyline in places. There is also a 
steep slope within the site to the west on the southern edge by the M4. 
Along with its limited tree cover, this means the site is open to wide view 
to the north and west. High points (as LCA 12 guidance in Appendix B) 
and steep slopes should be avoided for built development. Development 
should be kept below skyline where possible (using vegetation and 
landform).These areas offer an opportunity for GI- including woodland, 
access, recreation and open space allowing wide views, including to 
Swansea Bay, the Margam scarp slope and Cefn Cribwr. 

 Stormy Down's heritage and nature conservation interest and recreational 
use offers both constraints in terms of careful treatment of this edge and 
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opportunities for recreation and improving access to the area through the 
site. 

 Stormy Castle's setting- screening on eastern boundary is needed. This is 
more of a heritage asset setting issue than a landscape/visual issue as the 
site is not publicly accessible. 

 Hedgerow pattern- retain where possible especially to the south and 
irregular and outgrown field boundaries, using as basis for GI. The 
ecological survey will identify the most valuable hedgerows and the 
archaelogical study may be able to identify more important historic 
patterns. 

 Trees such along northern edge along the railway should be retained 
where possible. 

 Trees along A48 and A4229 appear to be outside the site boundaries but 
should be retained where possible, especially along the A48 where the 
trees often form the skyline. 

 Water course corridors and water bodies should be retained where 
possible as part of GI eg north of Stormy Farm and reinforce link with 
Frog Pond Wood LNR to the north. 

 

 

4. Visual receptors and issues 

Broad zone of theoretical visibility 

4.1. The site has been visited to assess views out and various representative and 
specific viewpoints within 2km have been located and photographs taken using a  
full frame digital camera with 50mm fixed lens. This, combined with desk study 
of topography and vegetation has led to the definition of a broad zone of 
theoretical visibility with the site which includes: 

 West and west south west to the coast including Kenfig Burrows and Port 
Talbot in the distance with areas screened locally by minor ridge lines, 
vegetation and built form such as North Cornelly. Near views limited 
largely to roads. 

 North and north west including Margam scarp slope and the rising slopes 
of the Coalfield Plateau. 

 North and north east to the low-lying land and Cefn Cribwr ridge top 
including the settlements of Pyle, Kenfig Hill and Village Farm industrial 
estate. Buildings and vegetation locally limit views. 

 Limited views to the east due to Stormy Down, being most open locally, 
and then increasingly screened by woodland and hedges on oblique north 
or south facing slopes. 

 Very limited views to the south due to the plateau top topography with 
woodland. Views are from the M4, A48, a minor road and  a limited 
length of footpath. 

4.2. The most visible parts of the site appear to be the upper slopes and tops 
especially to the west. The northern parts of the site at a lower level appear to 
be more discreet with intervening vegetation and topography.  

4.3. These findings have not been verified by a GIS based ZTV at this stage. 
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4.4. The main visual receptors are discussed below and representative and specific 
viewpoints are set out in  Figure SW1 and photographs with commentary in 
Appendix D. 

 

Users of the public rights of way (PROWs) and Open Access/Common Land 

4.5. Users of public rights of way and open access land tend to be sensitive to 
changes in the landscape around them. There are two footpaths within the site. 
The footpath to the west runs up the slope from the A48  to a high point and 
then over a farm bridge on the M4 to a lane to the south. This does not appear 
to be well used due to the extent of brambles impeding access through stiles. 
This path allows wide views to the west to the coast and to the north-west 
including the Margam Scarp. These views are particular apparent on the western 
higher ground (see Photo D), but the noise and movement of the M4 is also 
apparent here. Development would be likely to adversely affect users of this 
footpath. However, there is potential for this footpath to form part of a better 
connected network linking to the east including Stormy Down.  

4.6. The footpath to the east runs from the A48 to Stormy Farm. There are views to 
the Cefn Cribwr ridge to the north east (see Photo B). Development would be 
likely to adversely affect users of this footpath which forms the boundary of the 
Laleston SLA. However, this path also has potential for forming part of a better 
connected network including to Stormy Down.  

4.7. To the east, users of Stormy Down footpaths and common land on its western 
and northern parts have views of the site and would have views of development 
(see Photo E). The area is in the SLA but does not appear to be very well used 
due to inconvenient access away from settlements and the current management 
and possibly the presence of detractors such as the M4 and wind turbines. 
However, effects are likely to be adverse and careful siting of development and 
mitigation is needed to minimise effects, especially on the eastern boundary. 

4.8. To the north/north east footpaths on the Cefn Cribwr ridge and its southern 
slopes would have views of the development. A significant spread of the site, 
especially its tops and upper slopes are apparent. Views are from open areas 
such as common land on the ridge (see Photo F) or where views from footpaths 
are unimpeded by the mostly outgrown hedgerows.  

4.9. There would be largely oblique views from public footpath on the the Margam 
scarp and coalfield plateau slopes to the north west at a distance. These would 
look down on the site and it would be seen in the context of the extended urban 
settlement of Pyle, Kenfig Hill and North Cornelly. 

4.10. To the west, there are views from parts of the Kenfig Burrows which is open 
access land and from some footpaths in the surrounding low-lying landscape (see 
Photos G and H).  The site is seen as part of the rising rural slopes of the Vale 
plateau in the context of the adjacent urban settlements and the M4 as well as 
the wooded plateau to the south. Development on the upper slopes and skyline 
would be apparent, extending the settlement. 

4.11. The site would have very limited, if any visibility, from the Wales Coast Path at 
a distance. There would be no visibility from other National Trails or from locally 
promoted paths in Bridgend. Regional trails in Neath Port Talbot may have views 
at a significant distance. 

Road and rail users 

4.12. Road and rail users can have up to moderate sensitivity depending on the 
purpose of the travel and the character of the road. Users of the adjacent M4 
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travelling east would have semi-direct views into the south western part of the 
site where the site forms the local skyline with steep slopes in places. Any 
development on the skyline or steep slopes would be prominent. Vegetation on 
the road embankment largely screens the site further east although there are 
some minor gaps. There are also long distance oblique views of the top of the 
site from the M4 further west beyond Kenfig.  

4.13. Users of the M4 travelling west would have more limited oblique views, mostly of 
the local skyline and slopes to the south west of the site.  

4.14. Users of A48 have glimpse views across the site from the south east towards the 
Margam scarp. Maturing trees and scrubby vegetation along the road within the 
highway boundary tend to channel views and screen the adjacent site. However 
there are stretches where low trimmed hedges and other gaps allow views into 
the site which forms the local skyline to the south and west. At present the busy 
road has a semi-rural character.  

4.15. Users of the busy A4229 to the west have intermittent views into the site at 
close range through gaps in the outgrown hedges with maturing trees. The 
sloping site forms the local skyline. The road has an urban/rural edge character 
linking the M4 with Pyle. 

4.16. Users of the mainline Swansea-Cardiff/London railway adjacent to the site have 
intermittent/glimpse views into the site, with the lower parts being visible in 
the foreground rising to the skyline. Most views are screened by intervening 
scrubby vegetation or buildings. 

Residents 

4.17. Rural residents are sensitive receptors. Within the site at Stormy Farm and Ty 
Draw bungalow would be adversely affected if they remain. These properties are 
occupied by owners who support the development of the site and it is possible 
that these properties may be removed as part of the development. There are no 
other nearby residents who would have views from the north and west. Ballas 
Farm and Ballas Cottage to the south appear to be screened from the site by 
existing woodland. 

4.18. Some Cefn Cribwr residents and nearby farms on the ridge slopes have wide 
views of the site as part of the largely rural Vale plateau and slopes similar to 
Photo F. Development on the upper slopes would be noticeable seen against the 
treed backcloth of the plateau top and in the context of wind turbines. 

4.19. Residents in urban settlements are less sensitive than rural residents. Residents 
in North Cornelly may have views from some east facing slopes but it would be 
seen in the context of the surrounding 20th-century settlement (see Photo G). 

4.20. Residents in Pyle and Kenfig Hill may have views of the site beyond Village Farm 
Industrial Estate. As with North Cornelly they would see the site within and 
beyond a built context.  However, the character of the site acting as a rural 
backcloth to the settlement would change if development rises to the upper 
slopes and tops. Development would be seen in the context of the woods to the 
south as well as wind turbines to the south east. 

Cynffig Comprehensive School 

4.21. The school lies to the north adjacent to the industrial estate and has views 
across its sports fields towards the site. There would be variable sensitivity as 
most school children and staff will be concentrating on school matters and sport. 
Trees on the A48 form the skyline and the rising rural slopes are apparent. 
Development would be visible from this location within the context of the 
adjacent development. 
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Visitors to historic features 

4.22. There may be effects on visitors to the medieval settlement on Stormy Down but 
this appears of generally limited visibility and intervisibility on the ground. 
Stormy Castle scheduled monument is not publicly accessible. There are also no 
effects on visitors to Historic Parks and Gardens, listed buildings or  
Conservation Areas.  

Issues 

4.23. The key visual issues to take into consideration in master planning are as 
follows: 

 Visually the site is open and exposed to views from the north, west and 
locally to the east as well as views from the M4 to the south.  

 The site acts as skyline in many views and it would be appropriate to use 
siting of development and green infrastructure to make vegetation form 
the backcloth and skyline from the more sensitive views. 

 The most sensitive parts are the three high points, upper slopes and 
associated minor ridges, and the steep slope to the west on the southern 
edge.  

 The least sensitive areas lie to the north and west on the lower 
slopes/flat areas. The bulk of higher density development should be 
located within these areas. 

 The PROWs within and adjacent to the site would be adversely affected 
but offer a basis for GI corridors improving links east-west (especially 
along the southern edge of the site) and north-south linking towards Pyle. 

 Views from Stormy Down to the east are potentially sensitive and 
mitigation on the eastern boundary and avoiding development on the 
tops and skyline would be desirable. 

 The site is exposed to view from the M4 to the south as the landform rolls 
over towards the road and forms the skyline. Making development as 
discreet as possible and avoiding development on the tops and slopes 
facing the M4 would be highly desirable to minimise effects. A broad 
green corridor along the M4 would also aid GI- in terms of nature 
conservation and recreation. The south-western fields at the lower level 
along the A4229/M4 junction are not so sensitive on this boundary. 

 The A48 gateway to the south east is sensitive as it feels like open country 
on the plateau top with long views to the Margam scarp. Development in 
this corner is not desirable. 

 The woodlands on the plateau top to the south assist in forming a 
backcloth to views and form the skyline from higher viewpoints. There is 
merit in extending this character into the site to reduce the harsh 
boundary caused by the M4 as well as to form a skyline, backcloth and 
screen to development. 

 The high points of the site also offer opportunities for views to Swansea 
Bay to the west and to Cefn Cribwr and the South Wales coalfield to the 
north. 

 Close views from sensitive residential receptors appear limited and many 
views are within the context of existing settlement. Development at 
lower levels is less constrained although existing and proposed vegetation 
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should be used where possible to avoid skylines and integrate the 
development. 

5. Summary 

5.1. In summary, the site offers a number of landscape and visual constraints but a 
sensitively located and designed development which responds to these 
constraints could provide an appropriate urban extension to Pyle/North Cornelly. 

5.2. The main constraints are: 

 Laleston SLA. 

 Plateau tops, skylines and steep upper slopes on the edge of Newton Down 
which are widely visible to the north and west. 

 Trees along the A48. 

 Outgrown hedgerows. 

 Views in from Stormy Down and related historic features. 

5.3. The site offers opportunities for better connected footpaths and green 
infrastructure linking Pyle with Stormy Down and points to the south. The 
wooded character of the plateau top to the south could be extended onto the 
site to act as a wooded backcloth and skyline. 
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APPENDIX A:  

LANDMAP ASPECT AREAS IN WHICH THE SITE IS LOCATED  
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APPENDIX B:  

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA IN WHICH THE SITE IS LOCATED 

 



 

Landscape Character Assessment for Bridgend County Borough 72 July 2013 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

12: NEWTON DOWN LIMESTONE PLATEAU 
PART 1: DESCRIPTION  

LCA LOCATION AND SNAPSHOT 
This LCA is located in the south-central part of the County Borough, located between the settlements of Bridgend, Porthcawl and Pyle. It is a distinctive elevated 
limestone plateau defined by a steep scarp slope to the south and west, classified by LANDMAP as ‘Lowland’ (Level 2 of the Visual & Sensory aspect).  

Link to Special Landscape Areas: The eastern half of the LCA falls within the Laleston SLA.  Other designations include Gaen and Pant Mawr quarries RIGS, 
Stormy Down SSSI, RIGS and SINC, Tythegston Court Grade II Registered Park and Garden, Tythegston and Laleston Conservation Areas and several Scheduled 
Monuments. 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

12: NEWTON DOWN LIMESTONE PLATEAU 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

Topography, geology and drainage 

 Gently undulating plateau, with occasional hill summits rising to 
just over 100 metres AOD.  Southern boundary defined by a steep 
scarp slope dropping away from Newton Down towards the coast.  

 Primarily Carboniferous Limestone geology, with a band of Mercia 
Mudstones to the north-west and Lower Lias to the east. Glacial 
till, sand and gravel found around the northern fringes. The 
disused Gaen and Pant Mawr quarries are designated as RIGS.  

 SSSI-designated rock exposures on Stormy Down (also a RIGS), 
containing a mixture of marine and terrestrial fossil remains (of 
fish, molluscs and dinosaurs) from the Triassic period.   

Woodland cover 

 Intensively farmed landscape around Tythegston softened by the 
presence of parkland trees, retaining an estate character.   

 Mixed and broadleaved plantations on prominent ridgelines (e.g. 
The Beacons). 

Agricultural land use and field patterns 

 Improved pasture with some fields of arable cultivation.   

 Closely trimmed hedgerows or walls dividing a regular pattern of 
medium-large fields on the plateau, becoming smaller and more 
irregular on slopes. 

Semi-natural habitat 

 Bracken, semi-improved grassland and broadleaved plantation on 
Stormy Down (designated as a SINC).   

 Other locally important habitats including broadleaved semi-
natural woodlands on slopes, patches of relict calcareous 
grassland on the downs, and scrub colonising the limestone cliffs 
of Cornelly Quarry.   

Archaeology and cultural heritage 

 Small Grade II listed house, garden and parkland at Tythegston Court (late 
18th century).   

 Prehistoric barrows and settlement remains found on some hill summits, 
with the medieval motte of Stormy Castle being a feature in the north.  

 Industry relating to the landscape’s rich mineral resource forming a key 
historic driver of the local economy in the wider region (including the 
steelworks of Neath Port Talbot).  

Settlement and road pattern 

 A lightly settled landscape fringing onto dense development at Bridgend, 
Pyle and Porthcawl – with nucleated villages at Tythegston and Laleston.  
Dispersed farms linked by minor roads and tracks. 

 Local vernacular of limestone buildings with slate roofs – with examples of 
historic significance within the Conservation Areas of Tythegston and 
Laleston. 

 Main A48 and A4106 passing through the landscape, linking Bridgend, 
Porthcawl and Pyle. The M4 and mainline London-Swansea railway line cuts 
through the northern part of the landscape.   

 The Bridgend Circular Walk passes through the east of the LCA, and Stormy 
Down provides open access for further recreational opportunities.  

Views and perceptual qualities 

 Industrial land uses and infrastructure dominating parts of the plateau, 
including Cornelly Quarry and several other disused quarries.  

 Industrial structures on Stormy Down, including a solar farm, prominent in 
views from across the plateau and beyond (e.g. from Cefn Cribwr).  

 Views south from the Newton Down scarp slope to development at 
Porthcawl and its coastal hinterland.  The northern part of the LCA has 
views to the ridgetop settlement of Cefn Cribwr. 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

12: NEWTON DOWN LIMESTONE PLATEAU 
PART 2: EVALUATION 

FORCES FOR CHANGE 

 Industry and infrastructure: A landscape greatly affected by industrial and infrastructure developments, with quarries and main 
transport corridors cutting into the landscape – impacting significantly on levels of tranquillity and remoteness.  

 Agricultural intensification: Intensive farming practices on the plateau have reduced areas of semi-natural habitat to fragmented 
sites.  In addition, the landscape’s wider estate influence perceived only through the presence of specimen trees within fields.  The 
national drive for increased domestic food production is likely to put further pressure on unimproved agricultural land.  

 Hedgerows: Intensive farmland enclosed by closely trimmed hedgerows with few hedgerow trees and little species diversity.   

 Habitat fragmentation: Bracken and scrub encroachment on Stormy Down due to inappropriate management and a lack of 
grazing, further reducing the extent of semi-natural habitats within the LCA.  

 Human influences: Prominent pylon lines, large-scale modern agricultural sheds and views to ridgeline developments in 
settlements fringing the LCA, contributing to a strong human influence perceived within the landscape.  

 Pressure for renewables: Open landscape and existing industrial land uses leading to pressure for wind (particularly on Newton 
Down) and solar energy developments (a solar farm is already located next to industry on Stormy Down).  

 Development pressure due to the proximity of the landscape to the M4 and Bridgend.  
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

12: NEWTON DOWN LIMESTONE PLATEAU 

PART 3: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITIES AND GUIDELINES 

KEY LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITES TO DEVELOPMENT-LED CHANGE   

The following landscape qualities and features would be particularly sensitive to development-led change: 

 The open, elevated downland, providing strong intervisibility with other landscapes in the County Borough.  

 Nationally and regionally important geological exposures, at Stormy Down SSSI and the Gaen and Pant Mawr quarries. 

 Important patches of semi-natural habitat, including species-rich limestone grasslands, bracken and scrub. 

 Nationally important historic features, including prehistoric sites and the 18th century Tythegston estate. 

 The historic villages of Tythegston and Laleston, both designated as Conservation Areas. 

 A lightly settled landscape with a strong rural character.  

 

GUIDELINES TO PROTECT / CONSERVE  EXISTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AND FEATURES 

 Protect long views to and from the elevated, open landscape – including to the coast and northwards towards Cefn Cribwr. 

 Protect the landscape’s archaeological and historic features, including prehistoric remains crowing hill summits, the medieval motte of 
Stormy Castle (all Scheduled Monuments) and the Grade II Listed Tythegston Court.  This includes through sensitive grazing regimes, 
scrub management and the protection of specimen trees.   

 Protect the landscape’s lightly settled character, avoiding further development on the most prominent hill summits and protecting the 
clustered form of the LCA’s historic villages.   

 Protect the character and setting of the Conservation Areas at Tythegston and Laleston, ensuring any new development incorporates 
the local limestone vernacular and building styles wherever possible. 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 

12: NEWTON DOWN LIMESTONE PLATEAU 

GUIDELINES TO MANAGE / ENHANCE EXISTING LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AND FEATURES Design Guide 
Theme 

 Manage and where possible extend areas of semi-natural habitat (including remnant limestone grassland on downland and verges; 
patches of scrub and bracken), providing ecological connections between fragmented sites where opportunities allow. Support 
community initiatives to enhance the landscape, such as Laleston Community Council’s Biodiversity Improvement Scheme.      

 Manage hedgerow and stone wall field boundaries, replanting lost or gappy hedges to strengthen field patterns.  
Utilise native and climate-hardy hedgerow species in any new planting.  Use local limestone and respect the building 
styles of the area’s stone walls when undertaking repairs or building new sections.    

  

 Manage characteristic mixed and broadleaved plantations on ridgelines, seeking to move towards a greater balance of climate-hardy 
broadleaves to enhance longevity and their nature conservation interest within the farmed landscape.  

PLANNING AHEAD FOR FUTURE LANDSCAPE CHANGE 

 Explore opportunities to restore former industrial sites to semi-natural habitats, particularly limestone grasslands and scrub within 
discussed quarries, incorporating opportunities for public access and enjoyment (as part of a wider Green Infrastructure Strategy for 
the County Borough).   
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APPENDIX C:  

SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREA SPG EXTRACTS  
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SLA 7: Laleston 
 
LOCATION PLAN 

From the A48 looking east 
 

From Roger’s Lane (north of Broadway Farm) looking east towards Bridgend Circular Walk 
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Relevance Against Strategic Criteria 

Need - Open agricultural landscape adjacent to Bridgend and crossed by major 
transport routes.  Potential pressure for further development to the west of Bridgend. 
 
Coherence - Distinct plateau landscape rising to 100m AOD. 

  
Consensus - Identified as a LCA in Bridgend UDP.  Important geological landscape 
with nationally important outcrops/deposition patterns reflected in designation of 
Stormy Down SSSI and Local RIGS.  Also identified for Cultural landscape qualities 
which relate to lost qualities rather than any existing inherent value. 

Primary Landscape Qualities and Features 

A distinctive plateau area rising to 100 metres AOD to the west of Bridgend.  It is an 
area of mixed farmland with fields enclosed by hedgerow boundaries.  It includes the 
Cefn Cribwr Grasslands SAC.  The area is dissected by the M48 motorway, A48(T) 
road and the Swansea-Paddington railway line which create local corridors of visual 
and sensory detraction.  The underlying geology is of national value and is reflected 
in the designation of a SSSI, where non-conforming deposits are visible through 
quarrying.  Its western boundary abuts the former Newton Down airfield which is 
used for karting and has a number of industrial units dispersed across the area.  
These provide further local zones of visual and sensory detraction.  The southern 
boundary abuts the village of Tythegston and includes the house and parkland of 
Tythegston Court, together with the wider landscape that forms its essential setting.  
The house is listed (Grade II), and the whole feature stretches back to the medieval 
period, with the current house and park showing primarily eighteenth century features 
with additions to the parkland gardens to the Edwardian period.  The site is included 
on the Cadw/ICOMOS Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest in Wales.  

Key Policy and Management Issues 

• Mitigation of visual and sensory detractors 
• Settlement edge issues – fly tipping, degradation  
• Maintenance of Geological SSSI/RIGS site 
• Pressure for mineral extraction 
• Historic parkland landscape management 

Boundary Justification 

To be defensible, the boundary follows the A48/A4106/A473 roads to the south and 
west, urban edge to the east and main roads, footpaths and dismantled railway to the 
north.  The detailed boundary will be confirmed by the County Borough Council. 

Cross Reference to LANDMAP Information System 

The validation of the SLA designations has been made against the criteria used to 
produce the evaluation level for each of the five evaluated aspect area topics.  These 
are shown on the evaluation matrix. 
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The sub criteria for each aspect topic layer are as listed in Appendix B. 

 
   
 
   
 



8279  -  Bridgend County Borough Council   Page 29   
Special Landscape Areas 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLA 6: Kenfig Burrows 
 
LOCATION PLAN 

Kenfig Nature Reserve coastline 
 



Page 30    8279 -  Bridgend County Borough Council  
Special Landscape Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relevance Against Strategic Criteria 

Need - A distinctive landscape form within the County Borough Area, it is already 
subject to a range of statutory designations, including a Special Area of Conservation 
(Natura 2000 site), Site of Special Scientific Interest, National and Local Nature 
Reserve and is included on the Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic 
Interest in Wales (CCW/Cadw/ICOMOS). 
 
Coherence - Discrete landscape unit formed by the coastal sand dune deposits and 
its related vegetation.  It includes the intertidal zone between the low and high water. 

  
Consensus -   Requires agreement of all stakeholders, then the designation of a 
SLA will add value to the protection and management of the landscape given the 
stringent requirements associated with the SAC designation. 

Primary Landscape Qualities and Features 

One of a group of windblown littoral sand deposits found along the South Wales 
coast,  Culturally it represents an important besanded landscape that derived from 
adverse weather conditions and tidal phenomena in the Middle Ages, which had 
considerable impact upon local societies.  Kenfig forms an extensive dune system 
that overlies the Upper Carboniferous Limestone.  It includes intertidal zone between 

Kenfig Nature Reserve looking north towards M4 

Kenfig Nature Reserve looking east 

Kenfig Nature Reserve looking west across Kenfig Pool 
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mean low and high water lines, and in places strips of storm gravels are found on the 
wave cut platform.  Within the dune system are a number of ponds and water bodies, 
the most significant being Kenfig Pool which lies close to the visitor centre and car 
park.  Its land form is a distinctive landscape unit, providing a unique foreground 
setting to the industrial and transport communication corridors (M4 motorway and 
Swansea-London railway line). Inland its significance is reflected in a range of 
designations including Kenfig Pool and Dunes National and Local Nature Reserve, 
Kenfig Site of Special Scientific Interest and Kenfig Burrows Special Area of 
Conservation.  It is also included in the Cadw/CCW/ICOMOS Register of Landscapes 
of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales. 

Key Policy and Management Issues 

• Maintenance of geographical and nature conservation character 
• Conflict of overuse by public and resultant damage to resource 
• Degradation of edge due to proximity to settlements  
• Requirements of Natura 2000 designation 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary follows the local authority boundary to the north and west, roads and 
footpaths to the east and south.  The detailed boundary will be confirmed by the 
County Borough Council. 
 

Cross Reference to LANDMAP Information System 

The validation of the SLA designations has been made against the criteria used to 
produce the evaluation level for each of the five evaluated aspect area topics.  These 
are shown on the evaluation matrix. 
 
The sub criteria for each aspect topic layer are as listed in Appendix B. 
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APPENDIX D:  

REPRESENTATIVE VIEWPOINTS 

 

 

 

 



Land south of the A48, Pyle: Representative viewpoints 

Vpt 
No. 

Location  Distance to 
site (m 
approx) 

Receptor 
type 

Comments 

A A48 bridge over 
M4 

40 Users of A48 The busy A48 forms the gateway to the site 
from the south east. The site is largely 
screened by vegetation along the M4 
although the degree of screening would 
reduce in the winter. There are gaps in the 
vegetation which allows views across to 
Margam scarp across the eastern part of the 
site which is also in the Laleston SLA. Trees 
along the A48 form a strong corridor. It 
would be preferable if no development was 
visible from this point or at least kept to a 
low-level to still allows views to the scarp. 

B Public footpath 
east of A48 

Within site PROW user 
Edge of 
Laleston SLA 

The footpath links the A48 with Stormy Farm 
and thence Stormy Down. The Laleston SLA 
occupies the upper slopes of the site to the 
east and includes Stormy Down Common 
which is on a high point which encloses the 
site from views from further east. The site 
falls to the north towards the well vegetated 
edge along the railway which helps to 
contain the site. Modern rural sheds at 
Stormy Farm are apparent. There are wide 
views to the north and north-east towards 
the Cefn Cribwr ridge. The settlement of 
Kenfig Hill climbs the lower slopes of the 
ridge and so there is some precedent for this 
pattern of development. 

C A48 south of 
Village Farm 
Industrial estate 

30 Users of A48 The site abuts the busy A48 close to the 
roundabout with the A4229with gappy hedge 
vegetation including some trees which screen 
or filter some views further into the site. 
The convex slope of the site means that 
hedges in the fields adjacent to the A48 form 
the local skyline and help to contain this 
lower area. Commercial properties to the 
north of the A48 form minor detractors with 
security fencing. 

D Public footpath 
on site north of 
M4 

Within site PROW user This view lies on the edge of the 
westernmost high point of the site which is 
exposed to wide views to the north and west 
towards the sea including Port Talbot 
steelworks and Margam scarp slope in the 
distance. Pyle and North Cornelly are clearly 
visible. In the foreground, a steep slope falls 
to the south west before levelling out. The 
local skyline/ridgetop lies to the right/north 
and behind the viewpoint. The M4 forms a 
source of noise and movement and users 
would have a clear view of this exposed 
area. 
 
 
 
 



Vpt 
No. 

Location  Distance to 
site (m 
approx) 

Receptor 
type 

Comments 

E Public footpath 
on Stormy Down 
Common 

200 PROW user 
Within 
Laleston SLA 

This view from the lower part of Stormy 
Down Common has views of some of the 
upper parts of the site which terminate at 
the skyline of trees along the A48 which form 
important features. The rest of the site is 
screened by a combination of the landform 
and boundary hedge, although built form on 
it would be apparent. Locations from higher 
up on the common would have clearer views 
across the site but were inaccessible due to 
high bracken growth. This part of the 
common appears to have very limited use 
with bracken and paths limited to tracks 
made by farm vehicles. There is no apparent  
grazing. 

F Open space on 
Cefn Cribwr 
ridge 

1150 Open 
space/access 
land user 

This is a wide view to the south across 
Stormy Down and Newton Down plateau and 
lower parts of the borough towards the 
Bristol Channel and England beyond. There 
are wind turbines and commercial buildings 
on the high ground which are detractors. 
Beyond the site to the south west the 
plateau top is well wooded  and acts as a 
backcloth. The site itself forms a wide 
tranche of gently undulating and sloping 
farmland, divided by the well treed A48. 
There is a gently crowned high point on the 
site to the west. 

G Public footpath 
on edge of 
Kenfig Burrows 
north east of 
Mawdlam  

1990 PROW user  
Edge of 
Kenfig 
Burrows SLA 

View of the site rising up to the Vale plateau 
beyond housing in North Cornelly. This 
housing reaches around 50mAOD to the left 
of the site. The site forms both the slopes 
and skyline, including trees on the A48. The 
plateau is noticeably wooded south of the 
site, beyond the M4 which forms an abrupt 
boundary. 

H Public footpath 
south of 
Mawdlam and 
M4 

1450 PROW user View of the site beyond the M4 rising up to 
the Vale plateau. The site forms both the 
slopes and skyline, including trees on the 
A48. The plateau is noticeably wooded south 
of the site and the M4 which forms an abrupt 
boundary. 

PROW- public right of way; SLA- Special Landscape Area 
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