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County Borough Council

NOTES ON PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC SPEAKING AT
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE MEETINGS

| ntroduction

Thefollowing notesare designed to help you to decideif you areeligibleto spesk at Committeeand if sohowtogo
about it, should you wish to do so (please note some 85% of al applicationsare dealt with under delegated powers
and are not reported to Committee).

The Meetings

TheDevel opmgnt Control Committeeisnormally held at the Civic OfficesAngel Street, Bridgend, CF314WB
every fourth Thursdag(. The applicationsthat areto be discussed at Committee are set out on areport whichis
available beforehand. You areadvised to arrive no later than 20 minutes beforethe meeting which startsat 2pm. A
clerk will advise on seating and answer any other queries. Speaker sshould advisethe Council in advanceif
they have any special needs.

Areyou €digible?
You should beoneof thefollowing:-

\Q ¥ D ont,

® A County Borough Councillor not on the Devel opment Control Committeewithin whoseward the gpplication
issituated, or aCabinet Member;

® Anobjector against thegpplication or their representative who has submitted an objection inwriting detailing
your concerns (an ‘anonymous’ objector would not qualify) ;

® A representativeof aTown or Community Council;

® Theapplicant or their agent/advisor (if an objector or aTown or Community Council or aCounty Borough
Councillor not on Committee speaksagainst your proposal)

How do | go about it? S _ _ _

Itisyour responsibility to check whether the application isto be considered by Committee by contacting the Case
Officer. You canring the Department to ascertain the date of the Committee meeting at whichthe applicationisdue
to be considered, pleasetelephone (01656) 643155 or check ‘ milestones’ onthe application search of the planning
page of the Council websiteor | will endeavour to notify you when the application you areinterestedinisto be
reported to Committee.Whilst notification |ettersare sent out 6 days before committee, | am unableto guaranteethe
postal service. Please notethat you will only have ashort period inwhichto decideif you want to speak.

When can | see the Officer’s report? _ S
Thereportisavailablefor publicingpection from the Monday beforethe meeting at the Civic Offices, Angd Street,
Bridgend or onthe planning web page access blevia www.bridgend.gov.uk

How can | register my desire to speak? _

If youwish to speak you should write to the Devel opment Department as soon as possibleand no | ater than four
clear wor king daysbefore the date of the Committee meeting including detailsor aday timetelephone number.
You also must confirm between 8.30am and 10.00am on the day of Committeethat you still intend to speak or no
longer wish to speak by phoning the Cabinet and Committee Officer on (01656) 643148.

How is the speaking organised? _ _

Where more than one objector registersto speak, they will be encouraged to appoint aspokesperson, only one
objector can speak per qorallcatl on. Thiscould bearepresentative of the relevant Town or Community Council or
County Borough Councillor not on Committee. Where no agreement can be reached by the objectorsthe Chairman
will dlot thetimetothefirst persontoregister. The County Borough Councillor not on Committee speaksfirst and

the obj ector speaks next.

How will the scheme work for Applicants/Agents? _ _ B
Onceitisknown that an objector hasregistered to speak against an application the applicant or agent will benotified
by the Devel opment Department. If the applicant or agent wish to exercisetheright of reply they must notify the

cabinet and committee officer ontel (01656) 643148 between 10.00am - 10.30am the day of committee.
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Timewill beallowed for speaking immediately after the objector and Town/Community Council represenatative/
County Borough Councillor not on Committee or Cabinet Member has spoken. No guaranteewill be given that an
applicationwill bedetermined at any particular Committee nor that an objector will actually spesk, inwhich event
theapplicant or agent will not be ableto speak.

How the scheme will work for Town and Community Councils?
Townand Commung?/ Councilswill continueto benotified asat present of thereceipt of al planning applicationsin
ther area. If the Town/Community Council resolveto object to any gpplication and notify the Devel opment Department

asabove, they will be entitled to addressthe Development Control Committee.

How long can | speak?
Objector, Applicant, Agent or County Borough Councillor not on Committee or Cabinet Member -Up tothree
minutesmaximum. Thislimitwill begtrictly observed.

Extraordinary Applications _ _ _ _ o

Inthe caseof extraordinary applications Committeewill cons der whether public speaking rightsneed to be extended.
If Committee agree objectorsand apPI icantswill each have up to amaximum of 10 minutesto address Committee.
Thistime can be shared amongst different objectorsor representatives on behalf of the gpplicant. County Borough
Coal:jnoclzi I Ior% not on Commitee and the representatives of aTown/Community Council will continueto have 3 minutes
to address Committee.

What can be said at Committee?

® Commentsshould belimited to relevant Planning issues already raised in the written representations or
application. Thesemay include:-

- Planning palicies, including thosein the Devel opment Plan;

- Appearance and character of development, layout and density;

- Traffic generation, highway safety and parking; _

- Overshadowing, overl ooking, noisedisturbance or other loss of amenity.

@ Mattersthat cannot be considered by Committeeinclude:-

- Boundary disputes, covenants and other property rights,
- Personal remarks (eg. Theapplicant’smotives);
- Rightstoaview or potential devaluation of property.

The presentation of plans, drawings or other visual aids, the taking of photographsor the use of voice
recording equipment will not be permitted. Speakersmay not ask questions of others at the meeting, nor will
othersbeallowed to ask questions of them unlessthe Chairman wishesto seek clarification.
Speakerscan ask for plans/documents submitted with the application and for O.S. plansto be displayed but
facilitating such requestswill use up part of their spesking time.

Who else can speak? _ ‘ .
Officersof the Council - to present report recommendation and provide advice.
Member sof the Committee - to consider and reach decision.

When is the decision made?

Usudly immediately after thediscussion by amgority vote of the Committee Members. Sometimesadecisonwill
bedeferred for further information, revised plansor aMembers' sitevist. Deferred casesarenormally brought back
to thefollowing meeting and if you wish to speak again, or someone el sewishesto speak, then you will need to
follow the above procedure. Please be aware that the M embers have to balance different factorsand cometo an
objective decision based on planning considerations. If they refuse an application contrary to the Officer’s

recommendation, they will need to be ableto support that decision on appeal.

Can | appeal against the decision?
Only if you arethe applicant.

What happens after the Committee? _ _ _ o
The Committee’ sdecision and thereasonsfor it will be confirmed to applicantsand objectorsinwriting. Normally
gpplicants(or their agents) will benotified of thedecis onwithinthreeworking days, and objectorsshortly afterwards.

What happens once a decision is made? o _ _
Personswho havewritten to the Council will benotified of theoutcomein writing. If the applicant wasnot determined
theway youwould havewished, try to understand how it waslooked at by the Council. The Development Control

serviceiscommitted to best practi ce and encourages feedback from customers.

L ouiseFradd -
CorporateDirector - Communities



