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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20 MARCH 2007 AT 7.00 PM AT BRYNGARW HOUSE.

PRESENT ;
Cllr A Berrow, Mr B Jones, Mrs L Lewis, Mr K Maund, Mrs N Owen,  Cllr Mrs M Rogers.

Also in Attendance :
Ms H Anthony
-
Executive Director - Learning

Miss M Jones
-
Governor Support Co-Ordinator

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Mr H Daniel, Mr D Wood and Mrs J Morris (Governors Wales).  Also absent were Mrs G Bradford, Cllr D Gregory, Mrs C Joy, Mrs D Smith and Mrs N White.
2. Minutes of Meeting

The Clerk was asked to amend the minutes and take out part of the sentence in pt 5 which says that the association will look at the constitution.  



Apart from the above change the minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2006 were then confirmed as an accurate record. 

Matters arising from the minutes were:

Items 3 – One of the governors asked the Director what response had been received about the Home to School Transport and the Music Service.  The Director confirmed that there was a relatively low response from the public about the music service and elected members have decided that they are not making a decision on this subject at the moment.

There have been a considerable amount of responses from the Home to School Transport questionnaire, the main concern being the safety of the children.  There have been 2 petitions received to date.  The Director confirmed that there are no proposals to change the home to schools transport policy this year, the next stage will be to refer the issue to the Education Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Chair then read out a letter received from Cllr W Bennett who is organising a petition regarding the proposed charges to use school buses and asked BGA to support this.  The governors asked the clerk to respond to this letter on behalf of the association explaining that the association cannot support the petition at this stage.

The Chair and governors also requested that a letter be sent to Mr J Duddridge expressing concerns about the new Asda building and the safety measures that will be taken for children walking to school.
3. Feedback from the committee meeting held on 31 January 2007 regarding the governor’s questionnaire.
The questionnaire had been previously distributed to all governors.  The Chair asked the association if they had any comments about the questionnaire.  
The clerk was asked to make a few amendments to the questionnaire and additions.  The association then agreed that after the amendments have been made the questionnaire could be sent out to all governors.

The clerk notified governors that the questionnaire would be attached to all summer term governing body agendas with a covering letter from BGA asking for the form to be completed and returned to their clerk in the governing body meeting.

Mr Maund asked the clerk to send on all completed questionnaires to his home address so that he can analysis the information that comes in and report back to the association in the autumn term.

The Chair confirmed that he would liaise with the clerk about future dates for BGA meetings.

4. Issues raised by other governors i.e. in response to school transport
There were no other issues raised.  This item was covered in pt 2.
5. Update on developments in BCBC.
The Director told governors that the Education Directorate has received a 4.8% increase in resources although 4% of this will cover pay and prices.  There will be between £200,000.00 and £300,000.00 put into the special needs service and £200,000.00 into primary schools.
In the spring term the council has had a number of new people commencing employment in the council i.e. the new Chief Executive and the Director of Resources which means changes are being made.  The HR Flagship is one of those changes and is still currently in progress.  Further services will also be centralising i.e. Finance and IT in the future.
The LEA is also looking at working with other LEA’s in certain areas.
6. Correspondence received from Caswell Clinic.

The chair had received a letter from Caswell Clinic inviting the association to visit their premises.  The governors thanked the clinic for their kind offer but requested that they would benefit greater if they were to visit school buildings in the Bridgend area.  

The Chair suggested that the association hold their next meeting in Tremains Infants where he is also a chair of the governing body.  He agreed to speak to the Headteacher and confirm a date with the clerk for sometime in June 2007. 
7. Report from the Governor Support Co-Ordinator

The clerk notified governors that the association now has an email address and this 
was detailed in the Spring Term Directors report and also it has been entered onto the 
BCBC website.  No emails had been received to date.


The clerk also explained that there was now a new training package for new and 
existing governors that places a greater emphasis on the new curriculum changes and 
school self evaluation.  Cluster training is still offered and individual governing body 
training.  The clerk confirmed that there would have to be a minimum of 10 governors 
for a training course to be held.


An advert has been placed in the local bulletin which is due to be distributed in April 
advertising for governors.  The clerk confirmed that there is currently between 80 and 
90 governor vacancies in Bridgend Schools that need to be filled.  

8. A.O.B.
The Director asked if the association would be interested in adding to the June agenda the following 2 consultation papers for discussion:
· Community Focus Schools

· Education Inclusion Strategy 

The clerk was asked to agenda these for the next meeting. 

There was no further business discussed.

9. Closure

The meeting ended at 9.00pm.

__________________________
Chairperson
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